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‘is any Mther ngneeable Mesiber on the 
ania me The Treasurer de- 




































ae ale a delay in the iat epi 
of the Budget. Vhe Minister for the 
Navy (Sir T oseph Cook) is Acting Trea- 
“surer, but J do not like to say what I 
hink about him as a financier... If he 
vere half a Christian he would admit 
hat he is not a financial genius. He 
_. tay manage the Department of the Navy 

very well, but I do not think that he 
would claiin ability to carry the heavy 
_ responsibilities of getting Australia out 
of its” financial difficulties. 


Bein EF haken Coox. —I agree with the 


honorable member. 
a 


Reich. no intention of being disrespectful 
to the Minister, who has never posed as a 
financial expert. I have read that the 
Treasurer is to attempt to borrow 


has not been consulted in regard to that 
loan, and I am opposed to borrowing 
broad, because if money is borrowed 
within Australia the interest is paid to 
_ our own people, and our bank balance re- 
ains practically the same always; but 
hen we send out of Australia £1, 000, 000 
in interest, that money is lost to the 
country. The same “thing occurs with 
egard to the old- -age pensions. The 
Treasury pays the pension on Thursday, 
and I swear that not half-a-dozen of the 
0,000> pensioners would be found with 
money in their pockets on the Satur- 
ay; the money has all passed into cir- 
- eulation again. I was one of those who 
urged Mr. Fisher, when Treasurer, to 
the first war loan i in eas oe He 





Sakis. members aproaike laughed at 
at feature of Labour finance, but dur- 
ihe war we proved that we could raise 
in Australia, and the interest on 
be \ hg ~ ee to our own 


e nt will not cn sorry "i they take 
tee to pay. Cie Abaiaags in Saar 


a Poem Whol .—L hor that observation 


[25 Marcu, 1920.] 


’ takes it to the bank and is told, 


£20,000,000 or £30,000, 000, Parliament — 


9 






The people themselves would be agreeable 
to that course, which would prove a bless- 
ing to the soldiers.‘ If we give a man a 
piece of paper nominally worth £100, is 
66 Oh, 

to hell! that is not worth anythi ing. S> 
Anv man whovhad that experience would 
say, ‘‘ Good God! What a Government we 
have got; they are a lot of rotters to give 


‘me a piece of paper that nobody will 


{?? 


accept !’’ To prevent discontent, and to 
prove that we do appreciate the work 
which the soldiers have done, we should 
make a cash payment to them. If they 
are given a non negotiable bond they will 
be cursing and damning when they find 
they cannot negotiate it. I know their 
sentiments. I receive letters from them, 
and have frequent callers at my home to 
inquire when the gratuity will be paid. 
I reply, ‘‘ Ask me something easy. You 
placed the Nationalist Government in 
vower ; the Labour party is only the Op- 
position. We have no power to help you.”’ 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W.. Elliot 
Johnson ).—The honorable member’s time 
has expired. 


Debate (on motion by Mr. Marxs) ad- 
journed. 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 
‘Meo Le OATTS.( By leabe ok 


desire to give ‘notice of the following 
notice of motion (in Committee) :-— 


That 
on the 
lowing :— 

‘(@) Baeieuk of the war gratuity m 
cash to— 
(i) soldiers who have lost an eye; 
(ii) soldiers who have lost an arm or 


leg ; 

(iii) unemployed soldiers; 

(iv) Commonwealth employees who are 

returned soldiers. 

(b) The undertaking made with the 
Prime Minister by the State Governments 
of Queensland, Victoria, and New South 
Wales for the payment of cash in exchange 
for the gratuity bonds of their returned 
soldier employees. 

(ce) The undertaking made with the 
Prime Minister by certain banks, insur« 
ance companies and other employers for 
the payment of cash in exchange for the 
gratuity bonds of their returned soldier 
employees. 

(d) The issue of gratuity bonds gene- 
rally, negotiable at the banks.” 


it be an instruction to the Committee 
Bill to Eyer epr ye in the Bill the fol-. 


881. 





: eo ‘ Adjournment. 





Mr. - Poywron.—I dees age Me 
si ge or that that amendment has: ake 
_ ready been ruled out of order. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—That fact. would 
not necessarily exclude its being moved. 
as: an instruction. 

put. of order, because the instruction is to 
the Committee to do something which ib. 
reeds has power to do. 


a mev 


ADJOURNMENT. 


. GovERNMENT BUSINESS ?» Peano TO. 
y Buinp: SuGAR AGREEMENT. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- ~ 


ister for the Navy) [11.15|.—In mov- 
img— : ; 
That the.House do now adjourn, 
I hope that we shall be able to dispose of 
a the second reading of the Gratuity Bill 
_ to-morrow: It is essentially a Committee 
_ Bull, and, in my judgment, it is unneces- 
‘sary to discuss details at the second-read- 
ing stage. I therefore appeal to honor- 
able members not to pursue their rights 
too closely, but allow us to get to close, 
grips with the Bill in Committee as soon 
as possible. , 





‘Mr. Rizzy.—Do you hone to get the 
_ Bill before Easter? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I hope we shall 
have the Bill through before Kaster. 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [11.17].— 
{ do not apologize for speaking at this 
late hour. I wish to draw attention to 
the statement made in another place by 
the Minister representing the Govern- 
ment (Senator Millen) with respect to 
the invalid and old-age pensions. The 
"question was -asked whether provision , 
‘would be made to enable blind pen- 
‘sioners to earn at least £2 a week 
y without any deduction being made 

from their pension payments, and the 

‘Minister said the matter was under con- 
; sideration, and that a decision would be 
come to at an early date. I hope that 
A ‘full justice will be done to these people 
go unfortunately situated in life, and who 
i have to contend equally with the ex- 









ani orbitant prices in the cost of living. One 


et SG 
. Aye 


blind pensioner I know of is getting only 
- £2. 1s. per week, including a 50 per cent. 
bonus ; another £2 ans and rete 







-In. any. case, it 18 


ee spect to ee will be removed, ) 


Ae also refer to the case of an ©. 




















£1 13s. bd. , - Has 

years’ experience, and wi 
bonus, is only averaging £2_ 
week. Each ofthese. persons is 
with dependent families. Bl lind 
are allowed to earn £4. per week 

house allowance. I trust, therefo: 


the claims of the inmates of our. ; 


institutions to be able. to e 
‘to place them in a better fin: 8: 
tion than at present will be cons re 
and that the existing restrictions Ww: 


that” the average fe capa 
a blind person is- only | ne-thir 
of a person with his sig 








































Gay 


“pensioner named Ophelia. 
Kapunda. She is, I believ 
of the person who was: a 


Hives and Wills Leona 
owns a house valued at £150, i 
she receives 7s. 6d. per week Rie 





Sir Joszrn Coox.—Why nat leay € 
matter over for the present? The | 
is late. eee tt is not a . 


The | thst Fda that: 1’ was sagem 8 


of consideration to honorable me 
who desired to catch their trains, 
not raise the matter, but I 3 
now. © Another person named J 
in an raise ettietie pee of 





looked into. ny Rie | 
being done ihe then 
understand the matter 
year. } | 


with: respect to them, 


Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook). | 
would not occupy the time of 
at, this late hour except that 
Prime. Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
ing with reference to the nerea 
of. sugar, and when th 
expired, he challenged 
Sheu: Te Gained | 









HAK xR,—Order! The hon- 
 orable member ‘cannot, on the adjourn- 
ment, tevive that matter, which was the 
abject, of a special motion bri after- 


Ek 
\ Sh eer 


make a personal explanation. I want it 
to be known to my constituents that I 


eet Se ieaeaan. 


: He ane any Gakanabl 
‘ rember ae to oe with the 


~ 








Be t's Senate. 
Frida; y, 26 March, 1 920. 
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se Be ce OF SHELL OASES 
Mo tN AUSETRALTA: 





an iste r f 
. te how many. shell cases were made 
ustralia under arrangement with the 
Defence Department, and accepted by 
ritish Government during the war? 
tor PEARCE.—The number was 





dtories, upon notice— . 
Thether, at the last general election in 
outh Wales, Messrs. Falkiner and Garling 
-andidates ? ( 

d Mr. Falkiner receive Buel ,000 votes? 
= deposit of £25 returned? 

*. Garling receive 300 ,000 votes? 
dal of aunt returned ? iG AULA 


- eA a 





_ [2% Marcu, 1920.] 


b) he a PE. CATTS —Then I desire to 


pore ty ak the, eet 


Mr. co H. oo am misrepre- 


" Senator BUZACOTT.—I ask the Min- 


- Electoral. | es 















































Senator ‘RUSSELL. The: answers 


are 


l. Yes. 
_ 2. Mr. Falkiner received 100, 620 first pre- 
ference votes. The total number of votes 


counted to him (t.e., first. preference and trans- 
ferred votes) at thé time of his exclusion im 
the fillmg of the respective vacancies was as 
follows:— 

First vacancy, 111,774. 

Second vacancy, 119,661. 

Third vacancy, 136,898. . , 
His deposit was returned. € 

3.-Mr. Garling received 5,949 first preference 

votes. The total number of votes counted to 
him (ze., first preference and transferred 
votes) at the-time of his exclusion in the fill- 
ing of the respective vacancies was as follows :— 

First vacancy, 6,031. . 

Second vacancy, 12, 186. 

Third vacancy, 308,286. 
His deposit was forfeited. 

The forfeiture of deposits is governed by the 

number of first preference votes received by 4 
candidate. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BIEL. 
In Committee (Consideration resumed 


from Thursday, 25th March, vide page 
825) : 


Clause 23— 


23. Upon the death or incapacity of.any 
member of the Forces whose death or in- 
capacity— 

(a) results or-has resulted from any occur- 
rence happening during the period he 
was a member of the Forces; 

(b) does not arise from self- inflicted in- 

A juries; and 
(cy does not arise from, or from any occur- 
rence happening during the commis- 
sion -of, any breach of discipline by 

the member, 


eee Defence if. he can inform the | the Commonwealth ghall, panied to this Act, 


be liable to pay to the member or his depend- 
ants, or both, as the case may be, pensions in 
@ecordance with this Act. 


° eo . ° ° < 


Amendment (by Senator Mirren) q 


agreed to— 


That all the words from ‘‘upon”’ (line 1) ‘to - 
‘«member ”’ (line 12) be left out, with a view 


to insert in lieu thereof the following words : —_ 


“Upon the death or incapacity— 

(a) of any person to whom paragraph (a) 
or (b) of the definition of ‘member 
of the Forces ’ applies, whose death or 
ineapacity— 

(i) results or has resulted from — 
any occurrence happening ~ 
\ during the period he was a _ 
member of the Forces; 
i (ii) does not arise from inten- 
| tionally self-inflicted ie 
_ juries; and, 
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(ii1) does not arise from, We powers given | aad ‘this 
any occurrence happening jimited to investigations 


during the commission of, | | 
any breach of discipline by of the Act. ,I ask the Co 


hood the member ; and the clause, xn if | Senato . 

' (b) of any person to whom ‘paragraph (c) entertains doubts as to i 

| of the definition of ‘member of the secure a more specific stat 
SA al Forces’ applies, whose death or im- Qygwn' Law officers 
NUM capacity results or has resulted from Cag cre 
FN Ak ‘his employment in connexion with SO) Bere ua pee 


—— 


naval or military preparations or ‘Clause 26— . 
operations.” (1) Each Board shall ta 
duties of— 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 24 agreed to. 


(a) determining ae 
capacity “of a mem 


: 

Clause. 25—. . ata * in faet resulted froi ‘sg 

Phe Chairman of the Commission or a Boag in connexion with v ef 
may— 


(a) summon witnesses; 
~(b) take evidence on oath; and _ 
(c) ar the production of documents. 


e e 


Senator PRATTEN (New Soath Walew) 
f11.5].—I should like to have a statement 
from the Minister for Repatriation (Sena- With warlike | ‘operations ” he. via out, 


view to insert in Jieu thereof the: word 
tor Millen) of the intention of this clause. Bécorreneen egpemine during ‘ 


So far as I can see, there is under ib nO was a member of the Forces.’ 
limitation to the power of the Chairmau 
of the Commission or a Board. to sum- . 
mon witnesses, take evidence on oath, or dicial be ihe fence The | the 

require the production of documents of words used in the clause ag ib gb 

any kind. I take it that the intention of would limit its operation to the re. 


the clause is strictly limited an. accident happening during | 

| Senator Mirzen—To the purposes of dier’s work. The ac ident resulti 
the Act. prin death or incapacity neh shave. hap 
Senator PRATTEN.—Exactly. The in camp when the soldiee was not | 
Minister will know whether it is neces- ay at work. The amended | 
sary to include those words, but in its 
present form it appears to me that, the 
clause would cover an pantry into any- 


thing. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
——Minister for Repatriation) [11. (A cre Ane nae | ine i 
a This clause is a reproduction of a ‘section — liberalize qhe apeent oft 
in the existing Act, and the Crown Law (Gomission ie Re, ere 
officers advise that the powers COM alike operations but, - ; 
ferred upon the Chairman of the Com- }4,, explained. ever mel 
poerion or of a Board are limited to the : P Ae J iy, 
_ purposes of the measure. The Chairman aut 
: ‘ could not under this provision, as Senator \ Senator SENIOR (Sov ho ail 
_ Pratten apparently fears, proceed upon > [11.12].—I am afraid ae hi a 
an investigation into something outside ment will limit the , ene NG 
the purposes of the Act. Honorable 
eenators will recognise that in connexion ; 
with matters of this kind there is Forces, ie his ee 
always a possibility of fraud. All ap- during that time, and- till b 
_plicants under the Act may not be bond due to an wea ts recelve aM 
fide, and the Commission must have 
_ power to send for persons and papers Senator “MILLEN os 
to enable them to determine the bon@é —Minister for. Repatriatic 
fides of an applicant. I have the assur- a soldier dies after his dis 
atic of the Crown Law aCe that Me sae a 





























































something w 











































ill still be possible un- 


e habe ri 
limitation. I take the case of two men 
Oo joined the army—one receives a gun- 
; wound and dies three months or six 
ths, after his discharge; he would be 
ible. The ice man receives an 


Sete: in camp, and Sane in prac- 
| 1at interpretation is not followed, by 
4 strict reading of the clause as it stands 

| a soldier would ae have received his 


ae eriod of ahs war service, and 
ashy he would not have been in the 


UL ft agin 
(0 remove any. doubt thats legal 
may be entered in respect of such 


iy, 


3 una pa 
. no 


A ioemining Deer the death or 
ange of a person enlisted or oe 


















Eaton sabe a in fact, -re- 
sulted from his employment in eon- 
lexion with those prepara ane or 
ah) operations, — cis 
bya ° essary to constitute an shore 

dete mine on the matter of fact whe- 


ervice a: Naga oath 


‘ ake effect ie the: 


Te ‘will ie in no sense a 


ob- - 


on in which he sustained his acci- 


Ss ee ee I oe ne amend- 


Pisie ry ae 


“An appeal shail lie to the Commission from 
any assessment or determination of a Board 
under this Part. 


Senator FOLL (Qucensland) aa Te 


move 


That. the following words be: added to the 
clause :— 
‘“and such appellant shall be at liberty to 
appoint some person to appear) On: his 
behalf should he so desire.’ 


I pointed out on the second reading the 
cases where it might be advisable for a 
man making application for certain 
assistance under the provisions of the Act 
to have some one to appear for him. 

Senator Mrrtpn.—As a matter of fact, 
that ig the practice now, but if the hon- 
orable senator wishes it in the Act I am 
prepared to accept it. JI am afraid, how- 
ever, that there is a danger in it. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 


 [11.18]---The Minister needs to give the 


proposal more consideration than: he has 
done. . It has been sprung on him as 
it has been on us. J am afraid it will 
mean that the time of the Commission 
will be wasted by legal gentlemen, who 
may take up hours arguing on points that 
do not concern the case. The returned 
soldiers will be well represented on the 
Commission, and there is no fear of any 
act of injustice being committed. by the 
members of the Commission, to whom the 
Committee can very well leave the settle- 
ment of matters of this description. We 
know the amount of time wasted by legal 
gentlemen in placing before Arbitration 
Courts and Wages Boards the claims of 


their clients. 
Senator Foru.—This sh dae ap- 


plies only to appeals, not to claims. 


Senator NEWLAND.— Time can be 
taken up by a lawyer just as easily on an 
appeal, if a soldier fancies himself 
aggrieved and has money to spend, to the 
detriment of other legitimate claims > 
which might otherwise be promptly 
settled. It is the custom in military 
trials to allow a man to have some one 


‘ he- to appear for him, but the Commission. 
r the aa S nal dhail or in-. 


will not hold RE investigations or 


try offences. 
functions, and will inquire as to 


of fact.. 





Jt will have purely GEViL, 
atters » : 
It will be much better and will — 

_ save a great deal of time to leave the | 
| clause as it stands. 
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rf 
Meeiator MILLEN (New ‘South Walni- 


_ Minister for Repatriation) [11.20]. — 
We are informed on excellent authority 
_ that an historical personage once spoke 
in his haste. The purpose of the Com- 
mittee being to enable us by discussion 
- to make the Bill as’ perfect as possible, I 
have no hesitation in admitting that I 


what pernicious example. It did not ap-~ 
pear to me on the first view that there 
‘was any great harm in the amendment, 
seeing that it is the practice to-day 40. 
| permit an appellant to ask the Commis- 
sion or Board for permission to have 


-.. some one to represent him, where there 


is good cause for it. But I ‘have been re- 
minded of a tendency already growing up 
to create a class of so-called agents who 
are really birds of prey on the soldier. 
Honorable senators will have seen in 
yesterday’s papers the case of an archi- 
tect who was heavily fined for imposing, - 
jor attempting to impose, upon’ soldiers, 
by using words which the Court held 
constituted an attempted fraud. It is 
clear that if encouragement is given, or 
the door left open in the slightest degree, 
there will grow up a class of so- -called 
agents who will seek to get their living out 
of the soldier for doing services which the 
soldier, with his friends on the Commis- 
sion and on these Boards, is quite able. to. 
do fer himself. There is always a very 
active branch of the soldiers’ organization — 


in ex'stence, and if there is any reason 


to suppose that the Commission is being 


only partially informed, or has given a 


decision contrary to the merits of the 
case, the organization very quickly asks 
for a review. Never in a single case that 
I know of has that review been declined. 
ne the request has come to my- 
self personally, and sometimes to the 
~Oommission, and I know of no case where 
Mh papers have not been sent for and the 
matter retraversed. I ask Senator Foll. 
“to pardon me if I have misled him, but 
_ the Committee, even if I have to admit 
a “that I spoke rather rashly. 
A “Senator FOLL (Queensland) [11. 93]. — 
heethe Minister has somewhat exagger- 
ated the position » $0 far as ‘‘birds of prey’ 
| are. concerned. [ am sure he will aecept my 
aN ‘assurance that I should be one of the last 
to encourage people of that-type to tak 
ady paiee oH the soldier. raha ere be 











[SENATE i 


have unfortunately followed that some- 


at think it is better to be quite frank ‘with ! -verv useful organization, Mat, 



























































occasions By Bk a Newall 
occurs, and the Departme: 
the advantage of the adv: a 
Law Office, the best legal advi 
tralia, is in a far better positi 
appellant, who is unable to get leg: 
sistance. When I moved the amend n 
was not thinking so much 6 t 
as of men who, on accou hy what 
have suffered through war service, or I 
cause of nervousness of dispositio 0 
for some other reason, are unable to” 
their cases as concisely before the 
mission as others could. Will the 
ister ‘meet me to the extent of pre 
that in suchs cases a, member of — 
turned soldiers’ organization mé 
pear on behalf of the soldier ? ‘Tha 
do away with the possibility of a 
gentlemen desiring to act as birds, 
on the soldier, as repro 
Senator “Mat aes 
of lawyers, but of a type of agent 
‘may be developed. Us 
Senator FOLL.—1 : agree | chat. it is x 
advisable to guard against that class, 
I know of various cases where, a 
soldier had had some one to appeé 
him when he was being’ cross-examin 
his case could have been more effec 
put, and he would have found himyel 
a much better position. 
Senator EARLE (Tasmania) it of 
I am afraid that Senator Foll is assi 
that the purpose of the Departmen: 
be to defeat any. appeal made by 
turned soldier by bringing to bea: 
him the whole of the legal knowled 
oratorical force of the Crown La 
partment. 





tion Denaniennt will mre ae | 
been from the beginning, the symp: 
administration of the A) am =) 
strong in my objection the egal fra 
ternity. I do not say thi 0 any 
disrespect to them, becau 
tin ; 
investigations they undoubtedly clo ds 
issue. Often a verdict is obtained 
on the merits of the case, but fre 
‘force. of arguments advanced | b 
gentlemen. Senator Fol ’s latest 
tion does not relieve the | rf ra 
Committee very much from the 
that we see and object to, becaus 
turned soldiers represent all ont 
eer a act and Serie hate ah ma 
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by organization Pee view Hey eta Zag re- 4 
a Bhi ainsi aac spect of a general policy. If the secretary 
; been to the Front would of that body is obliged to take up the case 
apt to indulge in the practices) of a particular man, it is not unreason- 
by the Minister as those who able to assume that he may become ~ 
pie Senator Foll se ci agree biased in respect of it, and that as a re- 
sult the organization may be placed in 
a: false positionf. I repeat that if an ap- hs) 
: pellant is to have a right to employ a 
Senator NEWLAND. —It might be too lezal advocate, he should also have the 
ch for the secretary. He might be right to select. that advocate. I ask the 
loyed. there all day. Committee to retain the provision as it 
mator HARUN.—TI do not anticipate stands. I have an assurance that the 
» the appeals will be very numerous. (Commissioner of Pensions has never re- 
it ympathize with the cases outlined _ fused any person the right to put his own 
enator Foll. Apart from those suffer- case or to employ somebody to put it for 
from the results of war service, many him. J have known the Repatriation 
erebe absolutely. unable to place OREN | Commiasions to refuse to erant interviews 
ee a Board of strangers, but I 4, persons in respect of cases which were 
¢ to guard against the possibility of parallel to others that had already been _ 
vultures whom the Minister described qecided. For instance, if a decision had — 
ene . footing in the administration }.6n arrived at in the-case of A, and B 
‘ his Act. . The Minister might accept comes along to-morrow with a similar 
amendment o allow the secretary of case, it would only be encouraging false 
returned soldiers’ organization to hopes in his breast to grant him an in- 













































| nator Fou. oa samebod appointed a | a. 
by the executive of the association. Sehltor GuTurize.—But* the Depart- ‘ 
Cintas} E ARLE. —That opens the ment has six men dealing with these ap 

eee cases in the six State capitals, and those | 
ator Farnarny,—Add’ the wii men come to different conclusions. — " 
oa ud oad not be a eee Senator MILLEN.—They ean only 


move within the regulations, and they 
are vested wifh discretionary power with- 


ba of the ISS Cael A pro- in: certain, limits. / 


al owing the secretary. of the Re- Senator GutTHriz.—Thus a returned 
‘So'd'ers Association to appear on soldier in Melbourne may get £1 per — 
of the dmatane may meet the week, and a returned soldier in Adelaide 


ty, and, at. the same time, protect only 10s. per week. 


ah wy, and the De artment Against Senator MILLEN.—Similar inequali- e 
e introduction of what might be a very 4: ‘bt th le of dudieial dana 
undesirable practice, Mego ain as the result of judic aM 
; nee cisions to-day. One man who goes before 
enator MILLEN (New South Wales +a jurv gets six’ months, whilst another 
ster for Repatriation) f11.30].—1 Ale is acquitted ‘in almost iden- 
istened attentively to the sugges- tical circumstances. These results arise 
hich has been made, and it seems cee the inescapable effect of the personal | 
that its adoption would involve the equation. It is a mistaken notion that 
lity of very serious disabilities. If either the pensions or the repatriation ~— 
has the right to employ a legal authorities have endeavoured to adminis- 
before the Commission, he must ter the principal Act unsympathetically. 
0 . the right to select that advo- Of course, they have had to put their — 
By In other words, he should not be foot down firmly in certain cases. But 
to an official in an organization it must be remembered that a sreat maar 
y already have expressed an pority of the Repatriation officials are re- : 
verse to the position which he turned soldiers, so ‘that 99 times out a 
ipon to support. I look upon 100 the applicant who goes before them — 
ed soldiers’ organization not so hag svmpathetic friends working for him. | 
ly hi is involved in the I ask the Committee to allow ‘the ear a 
cular Sarit Sl as an to: stand in its Hees form. He . 
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“Senator GRANT (New Bquth, Wales). 
yh [11. 35].—In the great majority of cases 
. it is quite impossible for an applicant to 


plead his case without the assistance of ~ 


a trained expert. No doubt some of those 
ie are directly concerned are very effi: 
cient. 
them are quite incapable of supporting 
the claim which they desire to put before 
the State Board or the Central Commis- 
sion. What harm can result from allow- 
_ ing these people to emvloy a solicitor? 


Senator Earite.—Did not the honer~ 


‘orable senator oppose the employment. of 
lawyers in the Arbitration Court? 


Senator GRANT.—No As a matter 
of fact, the exclusion of counsel from 
that Court has resulted in the creation of 
‘a number of individuals who are really 
lawyers under another name. 
Senator EHarite.—The honorable sena- 
tor was opposed to the employment of 
solicitors in the Arbitration Court, unless 
he has changed his mind. 


GRANT.—We have  techni- 


Senator 


cally excluded lawyers from that tri-— 


bunal, but, as a matter of fact, they are 
“still employed there, because the men 
who are engaged in advocating the claims 
of the various trade unions are fairly well 
_ tra.ned from a legal stand-point. They 
are as cood as most lawyers, and better 
than a great many. Under the Bill there 


is no obligation on the part of a soldier. 


to employ either a solicitor or the secre- 
tary of the Returned Soldiers Associa- 
tion. It would be a very great mistake 


to throw the work that would be involved Pee i 


. O’Loghlin, J. Vv. 


_in appeals upon the secretary, whose time, 
I presume, is already fully occupied. 


Was it: 1s: 


eae Beeitie GRANT.—I am not content 
to do that. I am prepared to give the 
man who is directly interested the right 
to conduct his own case if he so desires, 
or to employ somebody else to conduct it 
for him. It is ‘a matter of impossibility 
_ for some men when they are on their 
feet to think for two minutes in succes- 
“sion. : 
- Senator Farrearrn. —I wish that there 
wore more of them. | 


_ Senator GRANT.—Undoubtedly ' hess 
are- amongst the Australian Imperial 
Force a considerable number who are not. 
able to put their own cases half as well as 


other persons could state them. That’ is 


the reason a why people heinoiee | paid « advo- | 
ie Ate rae 
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the part om the dtahemal 


But on the other hand many of 


. theroughly seized of hee 


Senator EarLe.—Let the clause stand : 
Bolton, W. K. 


relation to the pension paya 


_ reviewed, and the member 
attend at the time and place 
id onesaetines wee the review, fh r by 


























some such provision as is 
amendment was oa 


Boards. Now, 


with any particular apped 


ae least, 
turned soldier. The = 
appeal will, therefore,, 
much upon the way- in 
lant gives his evidence as 


of the evidence given “before th 
Board. We ee know that t wil i 


eis members, 
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not sie be te the. benefit of Eee 
i prefer the clause in its: ore 
form.” } 


Qu esti Ane the words Whee 


anand tee a pate 
divided. 

Ayes 

Nioes .e. 


Majority 


Fairbairn, G. 


Buzacott, R. 
Crawford, fT. hie 
Earle, J. 
Givens, yk 
Guthrie, R. 8 
Henderson, G. 
Millen, E. D. 
Newland, J. 


vell, 
Russell, 


mendes et 
Clause agreed to. 
- Clause 28 agreed to. 
Clause 29— | 


Where any assessment or 


the Forces under this Part 









: a 

possible to rev ea the pension, naan Gigi: 
ssion may cancel the pension, and any pen- 
ns payable to the dependants of the member 
hall not be continued for more than twelve 


months from the date fixed for the review. 


1 Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
+ Dinaster; for Haan) ie we ad 
ove— 


aoe after the word 





“Commission”? , lines 


The ue ect is to make the provisions on 
the: clause apply to cases which are sea 


FG Clause; as amie “agreed to. 
Peter 30 ayreed. to. 


(ly The rates of pension payable under this 
Act shall be those es oe in the schedules to 
this ‘Act. 
(2) Pensions shall be payable in fortnightly 

nstalments, which may be paid in advance. 
(8) The. ‘instalments of a pension covering a 
aay | period of Jess than a fortnight shall be in pro- 
ag aoa to the number of days in a fortnight. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
_ 7 Minister for ‘Daraeneet) ee ea ea 


\ 
Ne 


ibe 4g That the following new sub-clause be added :— 
a (4) The amount of pension granted and 
payable to a member of: the Forces 
shall not be reduced within the 
period of six months from the date 
_ of the commencement of the pension.” 


Oth ae hae ee Vee amount 


oe & the athetilt the pension aula 
ome orn onen Ee abaeoia oa? any 


senat or MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Repatriation) [11.50].— 
1 ally,. some sympathy will be excited 
_ the point of view expressed 
honorable senator. This mat- 
_ been — under very — careful 


r, 1920.) Lina Bill 



























































um of invalidity are permanent or 


otherwise, and it is not thought right to 
fix a limit of the kind suggested, because 
if a man be completely restored to health 
a few months after his application for a 
pension, it is only right that the payment 
should be reviewed. The majority of 
cases fortunately do show some degree of 
improvement, as time goes on, and so the 
amount of pension is oradually written 
down. 
volved by requiring a bond fide, pensioner 
to present himself, say, once in six 
months, 
he is getting on. If his invalidity is per- 
manent his pension will not be affected, 


but if his invalidity is passing away, then 


his pension payment should likewise be 
less. We cannot ignore with safety the 
medical advice on the subject. If after 
apparently having been restored to health, 


a soldier’s invalidity returns, he- may be-_ 


come an applicant again. 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 32— 


Where the Commission is satisfied that in the 
case of any member of the Forces the rate of 
pension payable under this Act is not more 


than 30 per centum of the rate which would be 


payable as for the total incapacity of the mem- 
ber, the Commission may assess the lump sum 
which would, in its opinion, be equivalent, to 


the payment of a pension under this Act, and - 


in that case the liability to payment of the 
lump sum so assessed shall be substituted for 


the liability to payment of a pension under this 


Act. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[11.53].—This clause gives me the im- 
pression that the power to capitalize the 


_ pensions up to 30 per cent. of total dis- 
ablement lies in the hands of the Com- — 
mission without any safegnard for. the 


pensioner. If the Commission assesses a 
lump sum as commutation of the pension, 
the pensioner will be bound to accept the 
assessment. Consequently I suggest, for 
the consideration of the Minister, that 
some amendment of the clause is needed. 
It is the desire of the Committee, I take 
it,‘to protect the pensioner. I would not 
like to see the clause pass in its present 
form, 


The addition of one or two words would, 


I think, make it perfectly clear that any i. 
commutation made by the Commission 
should be subject to pl a by the a 


pensioner. 


839 


No great hardship will be in- 


to enable, the doctor to see how — 


seeing that it places an arbitrary 
power in the hands of the Commission to — 
commute the pension at an amountwhich ~ 
might not be acceptable to a pensioner. — 





















Fic ; — Australian Soliliers’ at 


Tig necbor MILLEN (New South Sate 


Minister for Repatriation) [11.55].—I’ 


should like to tell the Committee what the 


practice is under this clause. No cases 
will be considered unless a specific appli- 
cation comes from the pensioner. 1 do 


not know on what percentage basis the 


Commission will work, but I submit that 
if the Committee has any doubt as to 
how the commutation will be made, 
I would prefer it to determine the 
point. What might be a reasonable basis 


for commutation to-day, might not be- 


~ 


a reasonable basis five years hence. If a 
pension of £12 were capitalized to-day it 
might be said that £200 would earn: the 
amount, whereas {a 
much larger suin might be necessary. 
“Senator Crawrorp.—And much would 
depend upon the age of the pensioner. 


Senator MILLEN.—That is so. I 
uggest, therefore, that discretion should 
anv left to the’Commission. I understand 
very few applications will be made under 
this clause, but if it is so amended as to 
permit a pensioner to make application, 
and then decline the commutation, 
I venture to say that there 
be thousands of applications from 
pensioners who desire to know the 
capitalized value of their pensions, but 
have no intention of taking it; in much 


‘the same way as many policy- “holders apply 
to insurance companies to ascertain the 


surrender value of their policies. The 
amendment suggested by Senator Pratten 

would throw a tremendous amount 
work upon the Commission, so I suggest 
that the clause be left.as it is. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
 -f11.57].—TI am still not quite satisfied, 
, and wish to show what is actually taking 

place in connexion with accident insur- 
ance policies. 


_ fortunate enough to ‘sustain injuries 
that interfere with, his full earning ca- 
meecity, he has certain rights, under our 


- State jaws, and receives a stated amount 


_ per week according to the extent of the 
Ars injury. Very often men so injured are 
. an to follow their usual vocation and 
desire: to branch out into some other line 











to the insurance company for a commuta- 
tion of pension payment. If an appl- 


wt “_Isena ATE. y 





under somé fp aiprshoral aN ‘The 


few years hence a” 


will 


of 


_ may be a desire on the par 


If a man is covered in an 
accident: insurance company, and is un-— 


4 of “business, and so they make application 
: cone bo Li shes geare | 


cant does not think the sum sufficient he | 
has a right to decline it, and is not pre- 


pensions for. ‘only a ceo, mont 
" diced in any way by ‘his ingen acta 






































Repicon en ous biol 
sioner is partially disabl 
from following his ordina 
and if he i inquires the capi 
pension, thinking that he 


a sum tn heen se a 


ASSESS ae lamp sum, and 
plicant will ~be — obliged “to 
though in his EAL it may 
cient. 





sioner would not. be obliged to a 
lump: sum. BS Na 

Senator Prarren.—t reac 
_The word “shall ”?  appea. 
sentence. 

Senator SENIOR. a 
compulsory clause. If a pe 
granted a pension, we — 
he is justly entitled to it. ~ 
mission has the ‘power to say 
sum may be given, there neal 
desire to get the case off its hands. 
eae eye be able a ne 


sum. 
apa tl 


offered to “hime 


am punsideey to Soe i 


Senator SENIOR.—No. : 
of thet C 
mission to wipe the pensioner off ‘ 
list. We need to be car eful 
the interests of the — 
I think Senator Pratten is right in 
ing the question, as it will 1 enab 
Committee to obtain a definit : 


of opinion from the Min 


appear | 
are those who are not rece 
sions. 
Senator Sentor.—The Bil 
provide. . 
Senator FOLL. The.) ; 


Pores ee to Jife — 














Pra i Not salen hs 
enato -FOLL.—The clause reads— 
hich would be payable as for the total 
oe of the tae 5) that nal 


Des senator is isl 

Senator FOLL Does that. indicate 
that Kony life ong can be apes 
; red 1 













































Senator FORE According to. the 
schedule there is no rate for a life pen- 


on; it refers only to those receiving the 
maximum rate as eg or three- 


fe bene of a ee i Heinen: I 
lesire to ask thé Minister to consider the 
question of amending the provision se 
at ‘lb will’ apply to a man who has 
y one eye. I know of a case in New 
uth Wales where a man applied to 
ive his pension capitalized. He was a 
teady person and one likely to. be suc- 
essful working on his own account, He 
| been a member of the Flying Corps, 
as he had lost one eye, he was re- 
-eeiving only one-half of the full pension. 
Apart from the disability mentioned, he 
possession of all his faculties, ‘and 
ough he is not able to follow his 
de as an employee, he is capable of 
awa business on his own account. I 
it is reasonable to ask’ the Minister 
nd the facilities to a man who has 


Aas 


t 


ox 


Senator MILLEN | “eee South rience 
N nister for Repatriation) [12.5].—Al- 
: ae the question raised is worthy of 
sideration, I do not think it is of 
- importance. ‘1 therefore suggest 
aaa which I think. wil: 
| the views expressed by all but the 
eaker. It has been pointed. out 
f the clause is literally interpreted 
id leave the Commission shal to 


‘ 


f 


insert. at the baganaine of the Nears 
“Upon the application of a pensioner 
and”. That will mean that no action 
will be taken unless the pensioner so de- 


-sires. I shall also move to add after 
“shall” (line 10) the words, ‘‘with the 
consent of the pensioner.’’ That will 


meet Senator Pratten’s objection. 


In regard to the point. raised by Sena- — 


tor Foll, I may say that it was never in- 
tended to get away from the present pen- 
sion system. It would be rather undesir- 
able, on a broad scale, to pay capital 
sums to a large number ‘of men,’ Many of 
them would undoubtedly maké good use 
of the money, but there would be others 


who would not. It would be idle to ignore ~ 
the fact that some would be tempted to 


indulge in dissipation, and to spend the 


money in undesirable ways, or dispose of | 


it in a bond fide effort to. startin an 
undertaking for which they -were  ill- 
equipped. In such cases further applica- 
tions would be made when, the pension 
had been exhausted. The idea of spread- 


ing the payment over a period of years is ° 


to. provide a form of insurance and to 
enable the pensioner to receive assistance 
from, time, to time. The intention was 
not to make the payment of the pension 


in a lump sum general, but to deal only’ 
cab the: 
outbreak of war some new arrivals from 
the Old Country, who had not been here ~ 


with special cases. For instance, 


sutiiciently long to take root and make 
friends, joined up with: the Australian 
Iniperial Force. 


they desired to take the pension in a lump 
sum, and return to England to be with 
their friends. It was to meet cases of 
that kind that the Commission was em- 
powered to take‘action. This does not 
apply to life pensions. 
has said that in cases involving a lump- 
sum payment of perhaps £10 to £20, the 
money has been paid, and the Lisiieaagah 
have gone, .! 

Senator Gurarin.The same thing ap- 
plied to men who were in England, and 


joined the Imperial Force at the outbreak ‘ 


of war. 
Senator MILLEN.—yYes. As 
can be no general desire to bring in, a 


broad scheme of commutation, I move— 


That the following words.be indeed at the 
beginning of the clause:—-* U bigs the applica~ 


tion of a pensioner and”. 


Amendment agreed to. 





soetiyy 


The Commission 


there ‘ 


After having seen ser- =e 
vice abroad, they returned to Australia 
injured, and rather than remain here — 
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(Senator FOLL (acetal [1. 10]. ee 
te is nct my intention to press for a fur- 
ther amendment, as I can sea now that al 
was misreading the clause so far as in- 
capacity is concerned. No person entitled 
to a life pension will have the oppertunity | 
of having the capitalized amount paid in 
a lump: sum. 


Senator PRATTEN (New , South Wales) 

' 12.11].—I totally disagree with the point 
of view of Senator Foll. I am in entire 
_ sympathy in giving discretion to the Com- 


“mission to commutate a small pension ~ 


up ta 30 per cent. of the rate allowed to 
.. totally incapacitated men, but I strongly 
oppose the power being given to the Com- 
miss on, the Government, or any one 
else to capitalize pensions of a higher 
amount. - It all seams to point to the 
Bineiration I previously submitted, that 
there are many men who, to a minor ex- 
tent, are prevented from following their 
old occupations to whom this clause would 
‘be of special benefit, as it will enable 
them to engage in some other occupation, 


‘and eventually become successful and use- - 


ful citizens. We are here to do our best. 
for the soldiers, and the clause, as 
amended by the Minister, will assist. 
But we are also here to protect the sol-. 
diers, even against themselves. I cannot 
“support the commutation of a pension. 


which is the major part of a man’s sus- © 


tenance, as the capitalization of a minor 
portion is going quite far enough. Those 
receiving over "30 per cent. of he total 
rate should be protected from themselves. 
If no discretion is given to the Commis- 
sion, a higher rate than 30 per cent. of 
the pension will have to stand, as at pre- 


‘sent. I am not in favour of commuta-~ 
tion of life pensions, 
Amendment (by Senator Mrtien) © 

_ agreed to— . 
| That after ‘‘shall’ (line 10) the following 
- words he added :-—" with the consent of the 











ae pensioner.’ 
- Clause, as amended, agreed to, 
Clause 33 cat eat mae ee amended and 
agreed to. ae Deh 
Clause 34 agreed to. td WER | 
Clause 35— yon 


The maximum ee which may, after the 
erent of this Act, granted by way 


ia of ‘the First Schedule opposite ei Tete of 
Bey of the member, et eee ey les cts 





Le | Menaton MILLEN | ace : 


upon her deceased sons, it is thought 


are included, with the gs 


ment would not eva 


ellen then. the amendmet 


Regis 


will be cancelled as the Te 
Cees clause. 


Ph if the amendment bea 






































cn 


“Minister for _-Repatriati 
move— \. 


That the Ayia "be! Teth: ou 


insert in lien thereof the fo 
‘35. In the case of the 


rences  hapensna during 
were members of the Fore MG 
amount of pension whieh 
to the widowed mother, 


death of ok aa fe) 


fied in “column two of ‘a 
opposite the rate of pay o 
members,’” * $ 
This refers only to wi 
who were not dependent 1 
Ree sons. . The. Rieede 







































was dep anlan upon him or swe 
the waded mother was not depen 


that she should be limited to. ie 
of one Perea: im, 


Aan for? ) 
Senator MILLEN. 


they shall have ‘isshaual 
mothers to the soldiers in r 
the claim for a pension. ari 

Senator Grant.—The pr 


pensions ? 4 

Senator MILLEN. — No. 
rights are Preearcy unde 
Bill. 


Senator SENIOR (Sou iy 
[12.18].—If all existing 


effect. 

Senator MiIL.En. cae w 
where, for instance, a se 
widowed mother’ may die 
result of his war services 
_ that the mother was” not d. 
him. No pension. grante 


‘Senator SENIOR.—In 
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be retrospective, sad a Heuntat MILLEN (New South Wa ig 
ho, under the existing Minister for Repatriation) [12.26. ].—The - y 
g pensions: in Peppeet of reason why the clause is submitted in its — 
present form is that it is felt that it is — 
rune his: war services, will continue to rather a serious thing'to withdraw a pen- — 
receive those pensions. ei) sion once it is eranted. It was thought — 
- Senator Mitien.—That iS 'SOmny preferable not to leave such a decision to. — 
_ Amendment agreed to. hea a State Board, but to take 1t to ae : 
; Clause, as amended, agreed to. highest authority established under the — 
Clause 36 agreed to. : Bill. ‘Another reason for the adoption — 
eines 37 Patina ‘ of that course is that, the Commission / 
‘The Commission may reject a na for a acting for the whole Commonwealth, | 
Pension by a dependant of a member of the there would be greater uniformity in the — 
or may terminate any pension granted pyinciple upon which such decisions would | 
ch a dependant, if the Commission is be artived at. If honorable senators pre- 


itistied that the grant or continuance us the i 
nsion. is undesirable. | fer that a State Board should give: its © 


- Senator FOLL Bo ceadlenid) [ 12. 99). _. decision first, and that that decision — 


should be subject to review by the Com- — 
ae oP Minister AL SPAR thor 2 mission, I have no objection, and by 


By move— 
he ri ht ey appeal a eat a Care ee ba Way 
g pp 5 That the words ‘‘The Commission,”’ (line 1), 


oc under this clause. . be left out, with a view to insert in leu © 
i ‘Senator Mitten. SeePheras ira Piet OL | thront the aworda<© A Board” he 4 


Amendment agreed to. 


. Senator MILLEN.—It occurred to me 
“Senator SENIOR (South Australia) that it would be necessary, following — 


(> [12.23]—-What the Commission may con- upon the amendment just agreed to, to” 

ue ider to. be desirable may be felt by the insert Ah HOB eta Or Ei ae words, 
person in receipt of a pension to be un- «24h decision shall be subject to appeal : 
just. There is no right of appeal against’ +. the Commission’; but I find that that . 
ue Commission provided Foti) ‘ig unnecessary, because by clause 27 it is — 
_ Senator Mirrun.—That is so, provided that an appeal shall he to the 
Senator SENIOR.—The decision of Commission from any assessment or de- i 
the eae under this clause will be termination of a Board. Le 


vy 





~ 





Ma | ene Clause, as amended, agreed to. . 
Senator Ming wal these. cases will Clause 38 agreed to. : : 

be first dealt with by the Boards, and Clause 39— 
2 will go from them to the Commission. The widow and children of a person who has 








he final decision will rest with ape Com- been a member of the Forces and who dies 
: . from causes other than the results of his war # 


. service after the expiration of three years from > 
enator SENIOR. Puce. ae , reviewed the date of his discharge shall, subject to this. 


) state Boards, and the final decision Act, de entitled to continue to receive any pen- | 
ane ests with the Commission, but persons in sion payable to them prior to the death of the. i 
eceipt. of pensions will bive no intima- member. 
of the intention to cancel them, and, | Amendment (by Senator Mrueex) K: 
efore, will have no’ opportunity to agreed to— | se 
al from the Pecision, of a State {That the words “The widow and ae 
\ . - of a person who has been a member of the — 
| nator Fou There is no reference Forces and who died from causes other than “ 


the result of his war service after the, expira: 
a, aes 
4 oe pause to wie ares osias eth Ley .tion of three years from the date of Se dis) 


ie HEN charge” be left out, with a view to insert in 
paaior SENIOR. That is so. liew thereof the following words:——“ The de 


pendants of a person who has been a membei 
nator MILLEN. —The alternative is to” GF the Forces, and who died after the date of 


vide that a State Roard shall adjudi- his discharge from causes other than the result 
te with the right of Whale to the of an occurrence happening during the ba 
fein | hicay he was a member of the Forces.’’. | 


senator SENIOR.—There should be Clause. as amended, agreed to. 
api eal from. the first decision to dis- sey 40 consequentially amended an 
fd pha é ine SW sate agreed to. “s 





x ~ 


-* 


Austratian Soldiers’ 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
Minister for Repatriation) [12.31].—I 
move— 


That the following new clause be’ inserted :— 

“40a, The children of a deceased member 

of the Iorces who are in receipt of a 

pension by reason. of the death of 

that member shall not, upon becoming 

the step-children of a person who is 

or was a, member of the Forces, be 

entitled to a further pension by rea- 

son of the death or incapacity of that 
person.” 


The object is to provide that children 
shall not be’ entitled to double pensions. 
Experience has already shown that, under 
the wording of the present Act, it is 


‘gossible for a widow with children who> 


are receiving pensions because they are 
her children, to marry a soldier, and for 
those children then to become entitled to 
recetve not only the first pension as or- 
vhans, but also a. pensiori as children of 
their new step-father. This was  evi- 
dently never the intention of Parliament, 


and the new clause will prevent its oc- , 


currence. 
Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Clauses 41 to 44 agreed to, 
Clause 45— 


(2) For the purposes of this Part, any per- 
son who— ‘ 


(¢) is serving or has served during the 
present war in the Naval or Military 
Forces of any part of the ~ King’s 
Dominions, other. than the Common- 
weaith, on active service outside that 
Dominion, on proof to the satisfaction 
of the Commission that he had, be- 
fore his enlistment or appointment 
for service, resided in the Common- 
wealth; or 


shall he deemed to, be an Avsialiae ‘soldier 


within the meaning of this Part. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
'12.34].—I move— 


That in paragraph (c) of sub-clause (2), 
atter the word ‘ Dominion” the ‘following 
words be inserted :—‘‘or who had been engaged 
broad in the manufacture of munitions.” 


There is a difference between this amend- 


ment and the one I moved regarding pen- 
sions. The wives of these men during the 
tame they were abroad were allowed. cer- 
tain financial assistance from the Defence 
Department. They were not regarded as 
ordinary citizens whose husbands were 
abroad doing ordinary work, but as in 
some direct: way assisting in carrying on 


the war. 


[SENATE.] | 


. your opinion, wir, 


-have been circulated and others have — 





Repatriation Bill Oa 
“ : Bales ens 
The CHAIRMAN (Sexi Shannon). “e 5 
—The Committee has already dealt with — 
an amendment to the same effect cater 
in the Bill. Yor 
Senator GRANT.—This part of the 
Bill deals only with proposed “ assistance 
and benefits,’’ and not with pensions. 
The CHAIRMAN.—The Committee — 
dealt with the question of munition- 
workers at an earlier stage of the Bill  — ie 
Senator GRANT.—The earlier proposal ~~ 
was to bring munition-workers under the 
provision regarding pensions. That pro- 
posal was defeated? It is intended by a 
subsequent clause to clothe the Commis- 
sion with power to make socom tieda le Ash Nag 
tions to the Governor-General for regula- = 
tions to provide for the granting of as-— 
sistance and benefits to Australian soldiers 
upon their discharge from the service, or 
the children of deceased or imeapacitated _ 
Australian soldiers,, while those children — 
are by reason of physical or mental disa- 
bility incapable of contributing to their” _ 
own support, or are under the age of ~ 
eighteen years. In a number of ‘other _ 


, cases, aS set out in clause 46, the Gover- 


nor-General in Council is to be armed 
with authority to make regulations pro- — 
viding for the disbursement of assistance 
and benefits. With all due respect to ~ 
, I think I am entitled 
to ascertain whether the Committee is ~ 
prepared to extend that assistance and 
those benefits to the persons named in my. 
amendment. a 
The CHAIRMAN.—TI shall accept the 
amendment if it applies to the payment 
of assistance and_ benefits, oad not of 
pensions. ir 
Senator GRANT.—It is Rvasiaes re! ee 
clause 46 ney, 
The CHAIRMAN. —Order! The linked i 
orable senator is not at liberty to discuss — 
a clause which the Committee has not 
reached. ee 
Senator GRANT.—The two clauses are oe 
so closely interwoven that it would be an 
advantage to consider them together. 
The Minister has suddenly moved a con-. ~* 
siderable number of amendments which 
wére difficult to follow. Some of them ~~~ 





not, or I have not seen them. Clause 46° 
deals with a number of very important 
cases, which we should be allowed to con- 

sider when dealing with clause 45. In} - 
view of the services rendered by the ~~ 
munition workers, and the hardships 
their wives and families suffered during ee 


. 


ae | 











: ee tccndine the Rerision aieived cat iy 
_\ the Committee, and the decision appar- 


| ment. We have to-day considerably. en- 
| larged the scope of the Bill, and made it 
7 possible to pay out a great deal more 
| money, and, therefore, my amendment 
‘ought to be favorably received. At one 
time nurses were not regarded as active 
‘participants in war-like operations. To- 
day no branch of ‘the service is\ more 
honored than the nursing staff. The 
- Medical Corps and a number of other 
bodies attached to an active army were 
not regarded as at all in the same cate- 
gory as the men in the actual firing line, 
but to-day that difference in their treat- 
ment has been swept away. The ‘small 
z, extension I ask for will not lead to great 
additional expenditure, but it will mete 
out to these people a degree. of “justice 
3 which they have hitherto been denied. 


The Minister for Defence (Senator 
eo stated the other day that 
t scalelh number of persons in- 


The 


age Be eatover pe Dae the Repatriation 
Department, but no doubt there are 

“some. cases where’it would be giving only 
the barest justice to incorporate this 
amendment in the clause. I am anxious 
| to see the measure put through, and only 
regret that the Committee did not sit 
? foal night last night to complete it. J am 
_ sure that if my amendment had occurred 
to the Government when the Bill was 
; being drafted they would have included 
it, and they should not ‘hesitate, now that 


Me iiitcm) to-exteR the benefits of the’ Bill 
ou to ‘this small but very useful body of 


Senator WILLEN (New South Aitriless 
ee ae: for Reépatriation) [12.45].—The 
Pee nttee wil eee that. a a few 


Th 


ikea: ‘a the Pecuble cui in view 
’ otek ‘the discussion which then took place, 
| aed do not propose to detain the Committee 


Wr 


“by vuisags further observations at this junc- 


fie Untereidewose AT mi 50. sums 


pats 


f money are eld tobe raised PY. a 


ently already arrived ° at by the Govern- 


se 1920.] 
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elie ‘method. Such moneys aré to -be 


distributed amonest the cases mentioned 


In the clause, Rich 4 1s now under review. 


Now it may happen that one of the Loeal 
Committees may desire to assist a re 
turned munition worker, who has con- 
tracted a disease, or sustained an injury 
while he was absent. abroad, by building. a 
house for him. | It may ‘be anxious to 
help him by discharging similar fuhctions 
to those discharged by it in the case of — 
returned soldiers. Then I think that a 
considerable amount of usefulness might 
result from local charities working im 
conjunction with, Local Committees for 
the benefit of returned men. 


Senator Mitten.—Local , contributions 


may be spent in any way that the per- 
sons controlling them may desire. 


Senator SENIOR.—If ca haoe 
workers are included in this clause they ~ 
will be controlled by the same authorities _ 
as are adams soldiers. i 
can 
raise any money uae there choose, and — 
for any purpose that they may determine, 


Senator SENIOR.—I desire a provi- 
sion to be inserted in the Bill which will 
enable local .charities — wishing to: assist 
munition workers, to do so. Such an 
amendment would constitute an improve. _ 
ment on the measure, and would be a 
recognition of the services rendered by © 
munition workers and other war. opera- — 
tives. xe 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
for Repatriation  [12.50].—I 
would point out to the Committee that, — 
whilst such an amendment as has been 
proposed might have had much to recom- — 
mend it when the Repatriation Commis- — 
sion was controlling the funds cont usa « 
by the public, that control having ceased, © 
it.is no longer necessary. Local enone i 
raising money to-day are at liberty to my 
spend it just how they: choose. Pre- 3 
viously they could not do that. But, 
soon as the war ceased, it was reeopnised 
that it was desirable that we should re 
frain from interfering with the ordinary Ms 
affairs of the population, and leave local — 
authorities to do just what they liked. — 
No harm can result. from the freedom i 
which has been given to them, i 


Senator SENIOR (South Australie 
[12.51]. —The argument advanced by the 
Minister is an exceedingly good one when 


ap Ried to matters outside those whieey: 
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have arisen out of the war. But it is a AYES. co RRA 

weak argument when applied to our war Crawford, T. W. Rowell J. pean 

workers. Last night, the Minister men- ane ih Senior, iV PEt at 

tioned the case of our wheat-growers, and Newland, J. ae 9: 

tthe part which they took ti helping to cat elt JN, Teller: 3 ong | 
° > veld, M. Grant, J. aaa ik 

win the war. May I point out that they Se Be Be 

were not liable to personal injury as were Noss. ‘eth 

our war workers. Bolton, W. K. Pearce, G. B. ) hiaaa | 
Senator Mirren.—-Then I will cite the Buzacott, R. Russell, By J. ae & 

ease of the seamen on our mercantile sedan J. Shannon, J, W. ota ae 

Be airbairn, G. ieee et 7 

marine. : Guthrie, R. §S, | Teller: Bre aa Bi: 

Senator SENIOR.—I grant that the Millen, B.D. ‘de Largie, H. Aaa 


marine workers have a claim. But one 
argument does, not vitiate the other. The 
claim that the-farmers of this country 
assisted in winning the war does not dero- 
pate from that of the munition workers 
who incurred a great deal more risk of 
personal injury. Many of these men 
were employed within the danger zone of 
air raids, and to debar them from the 
benefits conferred by this clause seems un- 
just. I wish to recognise the services 
which they rendered to the community. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
{12.53].—This is altogether a different 
proposition from that which was sub- 
mitted by Senator Grant last evening. 
The proposal which he then presented 
was that the dependants of munition 
workers should be entitled to pensions. 
But under this amendment, we shall con- 
fer a benefit upon the entire family of a 
munition worker. ) 

Senator Forr.—Not unless the muni- 
tion worker has suffered as the result of 
the work in which he was engaged. 

Senator NEWLAND.—Just. so. I 
would have preferred that Senator Grant 
should haye moved for a recommittal of a 
prior clause, because I fear that, under the 


amendment, we shall be opening the door 


to expenditure very much wider than we 
should have” done under his proposal of 
last evening. I fail to understand exactly 
the lability which the adoption of his 
amendment would impose upon the Com- 
monwealth, and for that reason I cannot 
support it with the same heartiness that 
I did his proposal of yesterday. 


- Question—That the words proposed to 
be inserted be inserted (Senator Grant’s 


amendment) — put. The Committee 
divided. } 
PAVERS és as enna. 
Noes sk My ave 


—_— 


Majority i Us aya 


lcs specified in section 46 of this Act. 


as prescribed: 


Question so resolved in the negative. AY 
Amendment negatived. | 4 
Clause agreed to. 

Setting suspended from 12.59 to 2.30 Dee: 

Clauses 46 and, 47- agreed to: Sate 


Clause 48 (Arrangements with States t | 
or employment of State officers). ty 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) | 
[2.33].—Will the Minister kindly expla’ ~~ 
what is the intention of the Government ~~ ~ 
with regard to State officers? ria 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— ~ 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.34]—In © ; 
almost every Commonwealth law which. | 
provides for utilization of the services of | 
State officers, provision of this nature is 9 
inserted. In the Pensions Department, 
for instance, work is being done byt cee ey ) 
tain State officers, and it is necéssary, In 
the transition period, that we should take 
advantage of their experience and know- 
ledge. As the honorable senator will 
know, it would be impossible to transfer, 
between Saturday night and’ Monday ~ 
morning, all the work of the Department ~~ 
to a new staff. It may, and probably will, — 
be necessary to utilize the services of the E 
existing pensions staff for a certain period. ae 


Prarren.—And some pes ae 


= te 


Eee” DS ee 


Senator, 
nently ? i 

Senator MILLEN. That is not Likely 
as the honorable senator knows from what — 
is happening in other Depa 5 bs 7 

Clause agreed to. et ng 







Clauses 49 and 50 agreed to. iv hl : 
Clause 51— at 

Ee a be fi 
(1) Contributions of money or in kind. may — Ha yy 4 


be made to the Minister for any of the PHS ae ‘ae 









(2) Such contributions shall be dealt with, by 


Provided that where the contributor er: ass 
that the contribution shall be used for a par-— Co - 
ticular purpose the contribution shall, if a 

Minister thinks fit, be so used. ae} 

























| That the word “ Minister” twice occurring, 
e left out, and the word “ Commission ” in- 
gerted in Tiew tliereof. © 

This will vest in the Bit raiehion any con- 
sribution made for the purpose of helping 
r returned soldiers. It is desirable 
hat any such grant should vest in the 
ommission instead of the Minister, who, 
fter all, is more or less, a bird of pass- 


Daesato: PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[2.37]—-I am not quite sure that the 
"amendment is altogether desirable. The 
clause has special reference to donations 
f money or property which generously 
raed citizens May see es to Bive for 


: hh Moke ra Minister proposes to deal 
with them. Will they be handed over > to 
‘At the Sy enon Y 


- This is provided for in sub- 
is 3 of Bist hip 


> DE endment agreed to. - 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
| _ Clause 52 as of accounts of Local 


ie eli: ROWELL ( South Adbtralis) 
{2.38].—Regarding the Local Commit- 
tees, will the Minister say whether; from 
dl hewibs a view, cau are ee satis- 


‘these honorary bodies are men of 
nd ae it is only to be ex- 


eye with ihe Administration. I 
ever, that it is a matter for con- 
1 dation that the causes of friction 
bee . Here and there a Local 
oom has na ue its aah that, the 





| Repatriation Bill. 


Department is in the hands of utterly 


incompetent and wilfully wicked per- — 


sons, but I can offer no better assur- 
ance of their good work than the infor- 


mation that trouble has been limited to 
very few cases. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Weiss) 
[2.41].—The ‘clause provides that the 
books and accounts kept by a Local Com- 
mittee shall be subject to audit as pre- 
seribed. I take it that the prescription 


for the audits will be contained in the re-. 


gulation, and I hope that some elasticity 
will be allowed in ‘connexion ‘with the 
accounts of small committees. For in- 
stance, a Local Committee, 200 or 300 
miles in the interior, should not be sub- 
jected to departmental red-tape methods. 
It should ‘be sufficient, I think, if a local 
man were given instructions to make the 
audit and furnish a certificate. I am 
raising the puint in order to prevent any 
unnecessary trouble to hundreds of esti- 
mable citizens who have been giving their 
services gratuitously for the purpose of 
benefiting our returned soldiers. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.43].—The 
view expressed by Senator Pratten is one 
which the regulations have been framed 
to conform to. It was recognised that 
with .so many committees in Onntanen it 
would be foolish to stipulate in an Act of 
Parliament exactly how the audit should 
be conducted. It is therefore to be left 
to the Commission to determine the 


matter, and I have no doubt that 
that elasticity for which Senator 
Pratten is pleading will be pro- . 
vided for. Two points are covered. 


by the clanse—one, those funds for which 


the Department is responsible, and the 


other, funds which a Local Com- 
mittee has raised itself. We propose 
to release all control of the latter. 


In future these committees can raise funds 
and administer them as they like. In 


regard to the books of account, they are 


acting as agents of the Department in 
administering public funds, and it is 
quite clear that there must Ke a sufficient 
and satisfactory audit. 
irksome one, but there should be proper 
protection of public money, and also an 
audit in conformity with the Audit Act. 
Everything is done in the way of a 


proper presentation and examination of 


coe 





I do not say an- 





: me Australian Soldiers’ 
Senator PRATTEN,. (New South Wales) 

[2. 46].—I am glad the Minister is look- 
Ing at this matter im a. broad-minded 
way. 1 understand that the action of 
the Commission in connexion with . 
governmental audits is distinct from pri- 
~ vate expenditure, and will be in the direc- 
tion of sending a visiting auditor to the 
various centres rather than centralizing 
the whole audit at the convenience of the 
auditor. ‘The convenience of the auditor 
should be secondary to that of the Local 
Committee. po 


Senator Mriten.As regards the ex- 
enditure of public money, the accounts 
will be sent to the central affice and the 
audit carried out there. No expenditure 
‘will be incurred by the Local Committees. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 

‘ 12.47].—The elasticity in this clause 1s 
desirable. As mentioned by Senator 
Pratten, the auditing: of the accounts 
of the State Boards might very well be 
conducted at the same time 
Treasurer’s audit. The Commonwealth 
Auditor could examine the State Board’s 
accounts, and thus avoid extra expense 
and transmission of books. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 53 and 54 agreed to. 
Clause 55—— 


The Governor-General may enter into ar- 
_rangements with the Government of any other 
part of the King’s Dominions whereby— 

(a) the same assistance, benefits, and pen- 
sions may be granted in the Com- 
monwealth to members of the: Naval 
or Military Forces of that part of 
the King’s Dominions who have been 
employed on active service during 

-. >the present war, as are granted in 
that .part of the King’s Dominions 


as the. 


e 


to members of the Naval or Military 


Forees of the Commonwealth ‘who 
have been employed on such service, 
or 


° ° e « ° 


‘Senator MILLEN (New Sonth Wales— 


Minister for Repatriation) [2.48].—This. | 


4 dice is to enable the Government or 

the authorities controlling the ‘Depart- 
4 Or ment to enter into a reciprocal arrange- 
ment with other Dominions for the care 
of soldiers of either contracting parties 





_ qwho may happen to be in territory under — 


i There is need for such a 
provision, and some progress has already 
‘been made in negotiations with other 
authorities. Tt i is the intention Ries me 


, fy * 


rs their control. 





“The clause will then read 


There are many reasons 
pensions May i sate 


ruled out of order if I 


f mitted to be eed: 




















































i Goverummenin to’ pursue | 
to a successful issue. ab 


~That the words * benefits’ 
left out, and the ‘words 
being pensions) ”? inserted | 


The Governor: General ma 
rangements with ‘the Govern 
part of the King’s Dominion 


(a) the same assistance 
being pensions) m 


vision should not apply to 
these are fixed and ae ; = 


a made — 


London by the ae 


[2.51]. Beane the amen 
and in view of the possibili 
ere to. ra 
point at a later stage, hk may sta’ 
the words ‘‘King’s Dominions’’ are har 1 
accurate. I believe the proper desig 
nation of the Empire is, _ Great Bri 


That clause “is intended S apply not 
to the King’s Dominions overse 
also to the “temporary residents’ 
United Kingdom. It is intend 
apply to all parts of the. Empire. ae . 
drafting appears to be rather crude, 
Senator SENIOR (South r 
[2.53].—I_ ask ‘the Minister 
consider the effect of hi 
ment if it reads ‘‘ not be 
How will pensioners resident in 
Africa, Canada, New 4% land, 
other Dominion be situated 
of receiving pensions? | 
Senator MILLEN. —That t 
another clause, where power is gl 
make the necessary arrangements. 
can. arrange with other G x , 
pay these pensions. 
Senator SENIOR.—I th 
might be a possibility of 
ing in this regard, wa 
Senator Minren.—It S 
necessary to divide the pro an 
separate clauses, as what might be de 
under one clause could not | sia ns 
the other. wi : 
Amendment agreed t 
Clause, as amended, 
Clause 56— 


oe 


mye inconsistent. righ thigls 
matters which by this Act 



























































| R mt (South Dyes 
ould it “not be well to omit 


t oes the Bill; and include it only 
ih this general clause. We take full 


ne. under this” Act, and one general 


Senator MILLEN ee South Wales— 
ister for Repatriation) [2.56].—That 
as the way in which the original Bill 
cham before Parliament, and there 
€ poe Bs ae of opinion by 


at ig Ze views pa i a iy: some, it was 
~ ne ess sary to have certain finger posts to’ 
rect the Commission as to the particu- 
z activities in which it was to engage. 


‘First Schedule (General Pension 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
inister for Repatriation) [2.57]._A 
lumn of the schedule: An amount 
ea uch | should. read\** £2’? 
Sot ek) 63." 
That. “£1 16s.” where last occurring be left 
it Sa a view to insert in lieu thereof 


I therefore move— 


2 


Senator PRATTEN fas South Wales) 


; ee have no per aas to the Minis- 


a a etn, and will. bide mane a compari. 
; dani those originally ay 


bt Tr can hea the iouetable 
with basic figures. For instance, 
ont pension of 30s. in the case of 
incapacity is raised by this Bill to 
The pensions in the case of every 
al of i ae are corre- 


[25 Mason, 1920. ae 


‘¢ prescription’’ in other | 


power to make. regulations and to pre-— 


sypographical error occurs in the fifth. 


is shown as. 


‘fortnightly 


manently incapacitated men. 


aes eee tb the ent 


mt. is, ss euder the: existing the rate of 6s. per day or 17s. 6d. per 


I esnencectn Bill. 


spall 
under this Bill 50 per cent. of the basie 


rate will bring his pension up to £1 ls. | 
In every other case of lesser incapacity — 


the pension will be raised under this Bill 
proportionately in accordance with the 
difference between the basic figures of 30s. 
and 42s, fixed for total incapacity under 


the existing law and under this Bill re- | 
in the. 
ease of total incapacity, is at present 15s., 


spectively. The wife’s pension, 
and that by this Bill is raised to 18s., 
so that, in the case of total incapacity, 
husband and wife will, under this Bill, 
receive £3 per week as against £2 5s. 
paid under the existing law. The widow 
to-day receives 42s., and will receive the 
same amount under this Bill, plus the 
allowance for children of 10s. for the 
first, 7s. for the next, and 5s. for each 
succeeding child. If there are no chil- 
dren, the pension is lifted from £1 to 
23s. 6d.; but 1f in the opinion of the 
Commission, 


after herself, the allowance may be raised 
to the level of that paid in the case of a 
widow with children. 


Senator GrRant.—Where is the amount 
of 23s. 6d. shown in the. schedule? 


Senator MILLEN. — The 
senator will find in 
rate of payment. 
fieures | have given cover by. far the 
larger number of beneficiaries. There is 
one very important increase provided for, 
and that is in the case of pensions paid 
to blinded and otherwise totally and per- 
The 
and under this Bill 


honorable 


sion to-day is 30s., 
it will be raised to 80s. 
will not only receive that amount of pen- 


sion, but their wives and children will be 


entitled to the pensions allotted to wives 


and children generally. Unless Senator | 


Pratten 
upon which he desires’ information, I do 


ean indicate particular cases 


not know that I can profitably add to the 


statement I have just made. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[3.3.].—I wish to direct attention to a 


feature of the schedule which specially 


appeals to me. I notice by column five 
that the pension payable to the wife of a 
member of the Forces who is totally in- 


capacitated is the same amount per fort- 


night whether the husband drew pay at 


899 


recelving a pension, , Nat: 15s., and. 





because of ill-health or for 
other reasons a widow is unable to look 


column three the 


‘The 


pen-- | 


Men so afflicted _ 








AN 
< 





| uA That, 
thing new in our legislation, and it meets 
The Govern-. 
“ment have in this matter gone a long way 
an the right direction, and later on they 
might see their way to carry the same 
principle throughout. and. give the same 
amount per fortnight to the wife of a 
-member of the Forces who is totally in- 


«the words ‘‘ the pecan kad 


900 


tary pay which he drew 





~ Australian Soldiers’ 









so far as I know, 


with my entire approval. 


capacitated without respect to the mili- 
while in. the 
service. | 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales). 


(3. 4|.—I thank the Minister for the ex- 
planation he has given. 


It indicates 
that, roughly, there is to be an increase 
of 40 per cent. on the basis first fixed for 
those totally incapacitated, and 20 per 
cent. increase in the case of dependants. 


- Tam perfectly satisfied that the reply to 
these who say that the pensions at pre- 
sent are too small is ‘that this Bill raises 
them by 40 per cent. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
“Minister for Repatriation) [3.5].—Para- 
graph 0b of the footnote at the close of 


the first schedule reads— 

~In the cases of— : 
(a) Widows with dependent children; and 
(b) Widows without children whose cir- 


cumstanees are such as, in the 
opinion of the Commission, justify 


an inerease in the rates specified in 
this schedule— 
the Commission may, for such period as it 
thinks fit, increase the rate of pension to an 


_ amount not exceeding £4 4s. per fortnight, 
. I move— 


That the 
specified in 
than £4 4s. 


words 


column 3 of this sthedule, is less 


second oceur- 
Ting. et . 


That i is to say that beyond £4 4s. it is not. 
proposed to raise pensions in proportion . , 


to the increase given to the lower rates. 
Amendment apaaed to. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Walee 


Minister for Repatriation) [3.6].—I 
_move— Solve eh 
That the following words be added :— 

_ “Where the rate of pay of a member 
of the Forces exceeds a rate shown in 


eolumn’ one of this schedule and is less than- 


the next higher rate in that column, the rates 
of pensions payable for the purposes of columns 
_ two and three shall be computed by adding to 

the rate of pension shown in those columns 
opposite to the next lower rate of pay the 
gum which bears to the difference between that 
vate of pension and the next higher rate ros ai 


Is some- 


the: iaathanieee) nection on the 


submitted by the mathematical | 


“whose rate of pension, as. 


per fortnight” be inserted -before | 


A folpmn of ih cola is g 






























































Sores Re) ihe? Bietnber a 
rate of pay shown in col 
difference pone the next 


tan Ib bees a shoe | 
which are probably very 
legal point of view, to e 
proposal. 


Senator GRANT (Ne r 


ae but I have a. lively 
when we were passing 
weg ge Bill, after bei 


day discovered to be a little. out 

Senator MIEN. —The curve | 
quite right.) °.. A Ao 

Senator GRANT.—It bacanne 
then to withdraw the formu 
we had accepted, and with about 
degree cf information and knowle 
proceeded to swallow the second f 


g 
It is about time’ that the gentle 
sponsible for drafting — these 
adopted plain pelea: U 


bans that it is henhen cessary nc 
te encumber a Bill with seca 


- 
Renstie MILLEN 1 (New § 


Minister for Sepsis ae 


horrifying, ‘Bub to allay t alar 
in the breast of Senator Grant, Li 
form him that those very words ha 
the law of the land for - last 
years. It was only by n Spe 
Hey were not inpluded rit 


suffered in “consequence. 3 
Amendment. agreed . yt eae 
Senator SENIOR (§ South A 


[3.10].—I wish to call attention t 
regard as an omission in the first 

























































t i iece? is ‘aodiae in 


at to. 50s. 


¥: ¥ 
the | schedule to 





ying rates of pay. Dn 

Senater RowrLtt.—The figures are the 
ates of pay receive ed different. tanks in 
he Forces. 


ormed upon oe ale matters as 1s 
Senator Colonel Rowell. I have noticed 
that in the schedule to the English Act 
information is given showing that the 
rying rates of pay were received by 
cwerrant officers, or non-commissioned 
cers of a particular grade. There 
ded to the first peedule: of tie Bill 
‘ing information showing the grades of 
mbers . of the Forces receiving the 
es rious rates of pay set down. I was 


if confess Rha I do not ee iho gets BK 
ane ‘and who gets £2 ‘Qs. -T- do not cca 
whether a lie: a eee or a lieu 


| pay. seb eens 
_ Senator >is _The benefits set out 


a SENIOR. ae an the Minister 
whether it would not clarify the schedule 
the rank of each. oflicer as well as the 
te: of ey rec sks were shown. 


Seva Riwine that a private pats a cer- 
tain pension, a heutenant such another 
pension, and soon. Instead of expressing 
that by the ranks of various individuals, 
i expressed in the terms of the pay 
sceive. I venture to say there is no 
who did not know ‘ae rate of pay 
ee tt 


fee pay he cre! and What 
entitled | to, 

SENIOR ~ Rabie Aiea) 
thank thee Minister for his 
I do not think I may be 
ith being abnormally dull, jie 
at I did not know the appli-- 
the first t column 





a 26 ee 1920. me 


eto the be acs of the. 


them when members of the Forces. 


“sets out the 


I do not ob- 


ee an Bill. 


ject to the provisions of the schedule, but 
they need to be clarified on the lines of. 


the English Act. 


Senator ROWELL (South Australia) 





13.16 Bill: the men are no 
longer privates: or officers, but are all 
civilians. All that requires to be stated, 
therefore, is the rate of pay received by 
would be foolish to put the different ranks 
into the Bill. It is easy to find out from 
the rates of pay what the ranks were. 


Senator SENICGR (South Australia) 


[3.17 ].—The honorable senator’s criticism 
does not condemn me, because I was simply 
quoting the British AgwOre merely shows 
what absolute wisdom we have in Aus- 
tralia. The honorable senator in a most 
sweeping way condemns the British Act 

oy saylng that the men are no longer 
privates or non-commissioned or commis- 
sioned officers. I think-we ought to cable 
that information to England. All I de- 
sired was to make the schedule clear. I 
had no objection to the Bill, but we 
should take the opportunity to show 
clearly what the first column means. We 
have to get the information, not from the 
schedule, but from the Minister’s expla- 
nation. We cannot pierce the cloud, and 


only those who have been behind it know ; 


what if /means. We are passing a 
schedule which is intelligible only to mili- 
tary or naval officers, 
accustomed to that kind of thing. 
Schedule, as amended, agreed. to. 
Second Schedule (Rate for Special 
Pensions—£8 per fortnight). : 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.20].—Power is given to the Commission 
by this schedule to grant special pensions 


not exceeding £8 per fortnight, or £4 per ~ 
All honorable senators must be 


week. 
sympathetic with the special treatment of 
blinded soldiers, who will be paid. £4 per 
week under this schedule, but I am seme- 
what puzzled by the inclusion of other 
soldiers, the words reading, ‘‘ And to 
members who are totally and permanently 
incapacitated (¢.e. 
to such an extent as to be precluded from 
earning other than a negligible percentage 
of a living wage).’’ So far as I can see, 
these men are already dealt with in 
column four of the first schedule, which 


upon, total incapacity.’’ I bring this 
point under the notice of the Minister 
because, in the absence of an explanation, 


or others who are. 


, incapacitated for life 


“‘pension payable to a member 





90h 1) 











a ee is a clear Feat i eh eae clash” 
between the two schedules. Some well-— 
defined line should be laid down to. show 
- how and why the Commission should 
erent special pensions, Te AR 


Senator MILLEN (New South Walees 
ittnister for Repatriation) [3.21]—The 
fourth column of schedule 1 refers to 
_ {totally incapacitated’? men, and 


schedule 2. to ‘‘ totally and permanently 


incapacitated’? men. A man. stunned 
_for a few minutes may be totally incapa-_ 
_citated for the time being, but he is not - 
- totally and permanently incapacitated. 


4 


He may achieve the same result >in a 


variety of ways. that wili occur to honor- 
able senators. The expression ‘‘ totally 

+ and permanently incapacitated ’’ is in- 
tended to apply to those .men who 
_ are literally what the words say. These 
include cases of spine injury; men who 
are paralyzed, and who, unfortunately, 
can never hope to recover. This special 
- vate is designed for those special cases. We 


are making provision for the majority of — 


\ 





Description of Disability. 


‘\ 


“Loss of leg or foot .. re UN one ge 
Loss of hand or arm ws Pra, Ah EG 

Feds i He asi ty L's). 
ewOKS Wor one eye "2... Rc Oy.) Bas ae 
Loss of both legs .. ase er ones ed Cae 

_ Loss of both feet .. oe AeA EE ING 
“Loss of both arms .. ‘ bn Ws ah 
Loss of both hands... ern ie 
Loss of arm and leg ie he Po 
Toss of, hand, and foot As ae. pie 
., Loss of both eyes .. Y ici 
. Loss of one eye, together with loss of leg, foot, 


hand, or arm se aye ce oy 











7 — 












Senator MILLEN. (New South Wales: 
for (Repatriation) [3. 24). = 


‘ } That after the words “The Fourth Schiadatat 





ih ber of the “Forces who. is incapacitated by 
a reason of a disability specified in the first 

- column of this schedule shall receive the rate 
of pension shown in the second column of this 


‘abi opi ye: i" 


x” ey ee o | 
Puke n - mae 4 ‘ Cate 


THE FOURTH SCHEDULE, 


oO ib is rendered permanently 4 and wholly useless. 


he following words be inserted: —“ Any mem- 


‘schedule opposite the one of ne dis 3 





































Gio in. the: askbels’ ‘su 
thwaite Hostel, near Sy 
Anzac Hostel, at Brighton, 
of them will, by degrees, if r 
ately, become inmates of th 
tions. They require such 
varied care and attention - 
possible to supply it to t 
homes. For such of th 
remain outside of those ins 
provision is being made, — 


Senator PRATTEN rare Sot 
)[3.23].—I understand, ther th 
vision for oy but ter 


of the first selGaule: ani t for 
and permanently ineapaci a - mer 
about double the rates, is. sie 1 ded in 
second schedule? te a 


Third echoed om to. ' ye “ 
Fourth schedule ; 


i AN bh 


Rate of Pension Pa 


SR 


The maximum rate for six 
- three-fourths of the maxi 
The maximum rate for: ‘six 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


maximum Ponke 
maximum rate 
maximum rate 
maximum rate 
maximum rate 
maximum rate 
maximum rate 


The 


ae 


, 
maximum rate 


fe 


indicate who are ‘to recei 
set out. The omission o: 
now inserting is due to 
the recasting of the two 





i a is ( ; ‘ 4 
Ate pt 
yh hati a 
heii on is 
Syne! a9 % i Py aehy} . 
—- senda 
























. = Beaty Pesless Y. be Teft one 


‘Amendment (by Senator Mitzen) pro- 

sed— 

That ‘the following words be inserted:— 

For ‘the purposes of this schedule—~ 
(a) a leg, foot, hand, arm, or eye is deemed 
Mh Lato be lost. if it is rendered perma- 
! _nently and wholly useless;. and 

“(b) ‘the maximum rate* means the rate 
\3 -of pension .in.-column four of the 


pay of the peeesber. 


i, ea schedule were left in, and new para- 
8 graph b were added? ‘We seem to be 
striking out -words and reinserting them 
with an addition. — 

Senator MILLEN (N ew South Wales— 


ce ie: feeasrd lo senator. says is ‘quite right, 
. Pay on three or four occasions we ae 


. ° rer se of EWE Ail 
the only real alteration effected 
by a amendment is the addition of para- 
- That is what we had ee in 


‘el, Booatd, edna tie eed 
1 this schedule. Some of them are very 
disfiguring, such as serious facial injuries, 
hich prcoid ot interfere with the ¢ca- 
om schaniie or AE ay ~ As that form of 
ao injury is not included in column one, it 
_ would appear that the soldier is not en- 
. led to any pension on account of it; 
I submit that some cognisance should 
uken of it by including it in the sche- 


a for Repatriation) [3.30]. Upon 


nator phon has been the subject of 
ion by the association of which 
é aber. eerie there can st no 





a 


» nently bedridden.’’ 


‘provision is:made for cases of ‘‘ 


First Schedule opposite the rate of © 


mf MILLEN (New South Wales— 





Repatriation Bull. 


great objection to his proposal, IT submit 


that no advantage would accrue from its 
adoption. Every particular case’ which 
is set out in the British schedule ig al- 
ready provided for in this Bill. Inthe 
British schedule, for example, provision 
is made for “‘ wounds, injury, or disease 
resulting in -disabled men being perma- 
Such cases are 
covered in our schedule by the words 
~ totally and permanently  incapaci-’ 
tated.’ Again, in the British schedule 
-wounds 
of, or injurious to, the head or brain, in- 
volving total permanent disablement or 
Jacksonian epilepsy.’’ These cases are 
also covered in our schedule by the words 


‘to which I have already directed atten- 


tion. Ithough facial disfigurement is 
not specifically included in our schedule, 


the practice has been to regard it as equal 
to total incapacity. 


Senator Borron.—Then why not in- 
clude it in the Bill? ay 


- Senator MILLEN.—L have no objection 
to doing that. But certainly its absence 
from our schedule has not prejudiced the 
claims of any Australian soldier, because 
in practice the victim of facial disfigure- 
ment has been allowed they full pension 
provided in the case of total incapacity. 
Again, in the British schedule various 


rates of pensions are set out for men suf- — 


fering from the amputation of an arm. 
If the amputation has been made very 
high, the rate of pension granted is pro- 
portionately greater. The rates range 
from 90 per cent. to 40 per cent. In 
Australia, however, we have adopted a 
flat rate of 75 per cent. Obviously, we 
are extending to our soldiers very much 
more liberal Ee unent. If Senator Bol- 
ton desires facial disfigurement to be in- 
cluded in the schedule, I shall be glad 
to accede fo his wish. But owing to the 
fact that we have passed the stage at 
which he can secure the insertion of his 
suggested amendment, I will undertake 
to recommit the Bill in order to afford 
him an opportunity of moving it. Should 
anything prevent me from securing the 
recommittal of the measure, I promise him 


that his amendment will be inserted im > 


another place. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.35]— 


No provision is made in this Bill for per- 
sons who are totally deaf. “ Presumably 


they will be included amongst those cases 
which have to come under review every — 














Dae Fi a Re ne ae 





ices months, 
“number of our soldiers were fighting 


once ‘malaria has gripped a man he 1s 
afflicted with it for life. The individual 
‘who is subject to malaria is likely to. go 
down at any tine, and tor that reason is 


prejudiced in the matter of securing em- 
ae mans I ask the Minister to give 


‘consideration to the two classes of cases. 


which I have mentioned. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.36].—It is. 
not to be assumed because specific pro- 

“vision is not made for cases of deafness 

in this schedule, that the victims of that 
infirmity are not eligible to receive pen- 
sions. As a matter of fact, they are. 
They receive 75 per cent. of the ful! rate. 
However, I promise honorable senators 
that I will look through the schedule 
again with a view to seeing whether 
cases cannot be set out in greater detail 
than they are at. present. | 


Amendment agreed to. 
‘Schedu! e, as amended, agreed. to. 
MP ostuoned clause 17— 


(8) Tf a Commissioner or an Acting Com- 
missioner, or a member of a Board becomes in 
any way concerned, or interested in any such 
contract or agreement, or in any way partici- 
pates or claims, as aforesaid, he shall be guilty 
of an indictable offence. 

Penalty: Five hundred pounds, or imprison- 
“ment for three years, or both. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
‘Minister for Repatriation) [3.37].—When . 
‘this provision was previously under con- 
sideration Senator Keating raised an ob- 
jection to it on the ground that it might 


operate harshly upon the Commissioner 


or an Acting Commissioner who might 
Ae y offend by ‘becoming a shareholder in some 
small company. To meet the view which 
 heexpressed I move— vs Oe 


cS ba ‘That sub- enue 3 be left out and the fol- 
- Jowing new sub-clause inserted in lieu aes 
LA pe 
(#3. TE ay Commissioner or an ae 
~». Commissioner or a member of Va" ‘Board — 

- pecomes in any way concerned or inter- 
ested in any contract or agreement made 
by or on behalf of the Commission, or in 

any .way participates or claims to be en- 
titled to participate in the profits thereof, 
otherwise. than as a member, and- in 
- ‘eommon with the other members, | ‘of an» 
incorporated company consisting | of more 


as 


_ than 25 persons, he shall Re pa) of. an 













Then, again, a Nobee 
HAT Si) 
malarial regions, and we know that ‘when 


abroad, and who have r n 





indictable offence. ie bat hi aa! 






































































a 8 - Five hund 
prisonment for three ‘yt 

~ Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, a 
Postponed clause 21 4 
officers), 


Senator MILLEN (Ney 
Minister for Repatriatio: 
‘clause was postponed bece 
sire expressed by Senator 
supported by other hon 
that we should include in” 
that the Commission, w 
point officers, should’ gra 
to returned ‘soldiers, I ther 
the insertion of the ioe y 
clause :— i$ 


‘1a. In the SS onbeee rie 
suance of this section, the 
where ie Bere iain 


Senator GRANT (Newt South W 
[3.42]—The proposal of the Min: ' 
dubmit will not meet the case. 
leave it optional with the Comm s 
appoint returned soldiers. It mere 
vides that they shall give a prefer 
returned men under certain condit: 
desire those conditions to be remover 
Government are continua. S 
that it is their policy to 
to returned soldiers. If. 
in their profession why | 
it Satine doubt that the 


ie I eh to move— 
That the following whe 
proposed new sub-clause :— 
cers must have been member 
Senator Mrzien.—Tha 
vided for. «RE 
Senator GRANT. Nol ae a 
When we reflect upon the enor 
ber of men who enlist 


must, be convinced that t e@ are 
them plenty of pane ° who =i 
fectly qualified to Ait P e 
kind. py 
Genatoe Tew, —Al 
the Repatriation Departm 
bers of the bah ince fh n 


Senator GRANT. —vV 
984 per cent. of them ar 
that extra work will | 
officials, and Mat a 

































dditional onl es wil be required, 
he pane 9 oe to returned 


reach that doctrine to your unions, and 
appoint returned soldiers as secretaries 
y your prganizanions} : 


Senator GRANT, —-We do. The as- 
sistant, secretary of the Australian Labour 
party is a returned man. We are not 
now discussing what the unions should 
Ov; We are concerned wae the Cai 





XE ms rae in ihe Bill, bad i nie ade 
8 able senators to stand up to it. 


ites CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—;There being an amendment already 
_ before the Committee, it will be necessary 
Bh, secure its withdrawal before the 


| "Amendment peo to. 


Clause, as amended, Renied to. 
Title agreed to. ) 

Bill reported with amendments. 
‘Standing Orders suspended. 


“Motion (by nena Mitten) put— 
That the report be adopted. 


ei ‘Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 

3.46].—It was my intention to ask for 
: he recommittal of the Bill, and to move 
or the insertion of a new clause making 
it mandatory on the part of the Govern- 
ent to appoint returned soldiers as 
ommissioners, members of the Boards, 
0 ail other positions ; 
has been discussed at some length, 
as the opinion of the Senate is 
/me, I do not see any prospect of 


Oe teres to may eases I shall, 


th [26 Maron, 1920.] 


esto icine —Why do . you ae 


but as the , 


adjournment of the Senate for a fort- 
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PAPERS, 
The following papers were presented:— 
Arbitration (Public Service) Act—Orders of 
the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation 
and, Arbitration, and other’ documents, in 
connexion with awards or variations of 
awards in the following cases:— 
/ Australian, Commonwealth | Post and 
Telegraph Officers’ Association—dated 
5th March, 1920. 
Australian Letter Carriers’ Association 
—dated 3rd March, 1920 (2 cases). 
Beer Excise Act — Regulations ‘amended— 
Statutory Rules 1920, No. 40. ; 
Distillation Act— Regulations amended— 
Statutory Rules 1920, No. 41. x 
Excise Act—Regulations amended—Statutory 
Rules nen No. 39. 


SPECTAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.48].—I 


move— 
That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 


Wednesday, 14th April. , am 
We are on the eve of Easter, and there 
is no business demanding the immediate 
attention of the Senate, nor can there 

be until some measures come from the 
House of Representatives. I assume 
that by the time we resume the War .- 
Giatnie Bill will be ready. As we 
have cleaned our business sheet for the 
time being, I think honorable senators 
will agree that the motion is not an un- 
reasonable one. 


Question resolved in the affirmative, 





ADJOURNMENT. 


GEELONG WooLLEN MILLS. ny: 
Motion (by Senator Minien) put— i. 


That the Senate do now adjourn. i 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 


















[3.54].—Is the Minister for Defence — 
(Senator Pearce) in a position to supply ~~ 
the information I asked for some days — 4 
ago with regard to the Geelong Woollen =~ 
Mills? | 4 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— : 


Minister for Defence) -[3.55].—I have nob 
yet received it, and as there will be an 


night, I will endeavour to obtain the 

information, and will forward it to the 

honorable senator’s New South Wales 

address. | . 4 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 3.56 p.m. 


- 
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~ 906 Privilege. 





House of Representatives. 


Friday, 296. March, 1920: 


Mr. Spzaxer (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 a-m., and read 
prayers. 


PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [11.1].—I 


Tise to a question of privilege. Last night, 
after the adjournment of the debate on 
the War Gratuity Bill, I asked for, and 
obtained, the leave of the House to give 
a notice of motion for to-day. Beton 
doing so, I had consulted Mr. ‘Speaker as 
to. sahachet T should be in order at that 
stage in asking for leave to give notice 


Se to- day, and he informed me that, I. 


would be in order. When: the’ adjourn- 
ment of the debate had been carried, he 
therefore called on me, and, having ob- 
tained leave, I gave notice ag I woud 


move to- day far an. instruction to the 
Committee on the Bill. But after I had 
read out my notice of motion, Mr. 


Speaker ruled it out of order. I now put 
it to honorable members that, when an 
honorable member gives notice ‘of motion, 
it is not for Mr. Speaker to rule the 
motion out of order. The honorable 
member for Eden-Monaro 4{Mr. Austin 
Chapman) has, time after time, given 
notice of iaeanis affecting hater which 
he thinks ought to be Pecunia and those 
notices have 
paper. If Mr. Speaker had ruled any of 
the motions out of order when notice was 


given of them, and had declared that they. 


would not be put on the notice-paper——— 


Mr. Avsrin Cuapman.—Then there 
would have been arow. But Mr. Speaker 
hag not done that. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—Mr. Speaker has 
not. the right to decide, at the time when 
notice is given of it, whether a motion is 
or is not in order; the proper time at 
which to say that it is not in order, should 
it not be so, is when it has been called on 
for discussion. Mr. Speaker could say, 
when my motion was.called on, that it 
was out of order, and could not be dis- 
eussed, and the House would then have 


the right to dissent from that, ruling if. 


[REPRESENTATIVES ] 


it. thought fit. 


_ Whether honorable members agree or ee is ( 


gone on to the business- . 


‘cussion, though the right honorable mem- , 


honorable raarybers on his side. 


Privilege. in 









a * 


‘But Mrs Bdaker ie col 
right to rule out a motion when notice of 
the intention. to.move it has been given, é 
and before it has been moved. By reason 
of what occurred, I propose to move—_ 
That, in the opinion of this. House, Mr. oe 
Speaker has infringed the privileces of honor-— 
able members, and “under the: Standing Orders 
by ruling out ‘of order a notiee of moti iven 
openly in the House after leave of the House 
had been obtained, and before such notice had 


5G 
been moved, thus preventing such notice com: se 
ing before the House. ay 





agree with the motion of which I gave 
notice 1s altogether beside the question. — ¥ 
What I am asking them to decide is whe- 

ther the ruling out of order of motions 
when notice has been’ given of them, and 
before they are e¢alled on for discussion, _ 

is to become the established. practice of 

this House. The whirligig of time brings 
changes. Honorable members opposite 

may very shortly be sitting on this side 

of the Chamber.. [ have seen these 
lightning changes occur in this Parlia- 
ment within. the space of a few ,hours:: 

No matter where an honorable member — 
sits, and no matter how humble may be : 
his position in the House, he has, asthe, ~ 
representative of an elochnen! division, am 
certain rights and privileges, and these 
should be jealously guarded by honorable | ene] 
members at large. : : 


Sir Josepx Coox.—You must point | 
ut what disability you are under, a. . 


Mr. J, H. CATTS.—That*is nop thes) | 
question. The right honorable non 
is very anxious to side-track the diseus- _ 
sion. He showed last night that he did a 4 
not wish a vote to be taken on my pro- i) 
posals. That would not suit him, and it — 
would not suit the Government. But _ i, 
those proposals are not now under dis- 








ber wishes to divert attention to them ” | 
with a view to influencing some of the 
x 4 


Sir JosmrpH. Coox.—I wish to hear a 
what the honorable member’s grievance 18, 4) 


Bea 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.-The right honor: ie 
able member desires that his followers i 
shall vote on the motion of privilege ce a 
party grounds, and not. pay regard to its) 
substantial merits, He was present lat ae 
night when I obtained leave to give 
notice of motion, and when I. ‘se 8 care \ 
notice. ee 


































rr. Cox —But it it was found that the 


otion est which you gave notice was 
Tt egular. Ses 


Mr. or. CATTS "The motion was 
uled out of order at a time when. it 
ould not have been so dealt with. 


efore the House. Then, on my rising to 
move it, Mr. Speaker ‘might interrupt 
me and say that the motion was not in 
nder. That would, be a perfectly regular 
urse to take. , 

ah ir, Wusr.—A motion should be in 
int before ‘ruled out of order. 


Ae “aan CATTS. —It is not for Mr. 
Speaker to rule a motion out of order 
immediately after I have given notice of 
| oe obtained leave of the House to 
do ‘so. He cannot Wipe out a notice of 


motion in that unceremonious fashion. 


ees | 8 AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Does it not 
save time, when ‘Mr. Speaker has made 
up his mind that a motion is out of order, 
a him to say a 


webs notice, and can inte ‘be moved be- 
fore: first, going into Committee on any ques- 










2 Ritiee was eo giving notice of my 
ion last ea Consequently, I ob- 


ally provided: by* the Standing Orders, 
make any motion except in pursuance of notice 
openly given at a previous sitting and duly 
on oS ‘on ‘the notice- we 





The p proper time at which to say whether 
it was in order or not was when it: came. 


e... shat oon it be otherwise. 
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The motion of which I gave notice was 
in the following terms :— 

War Gratuity Bill. 
mittee— 

That it be an instruction to the Conuniees 
on the Bill to incorporate in the Bill the fol- 
lowing :— 

(w) Payment of the war gratuity in eash 


Instruction to Com- 


(i) soldiers who have lost an 


eye; ’ 
(ii) soldiers 
arm or leg; 
(ili) unemployed soldiers: 
(av) Commonwealth employees 
who are returned soldiers. 
(b) The undertaking made With the Prime 
Minister by the State Governments 
ot Queensland, Victoria, an® New 
South Wales for the payment of cash 
in exchange for the gratuity bonds 
for their returned soldier employees. 
‘ (c) The undertaking made with the 
Prime Minister by certain banks, in- 
surance companies and other em- 
ployers for the payment of cash in 
exchange for the gratuity bonds of 
their returned soldier entployees. 
(d) The issue of gratuity bonds generally, 
negotiable at the banks. 


Sir JoserH Coox.—Is any new prin- 
Blie contained in those proposals? 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—That has nothing to 
do with the question now before the House. 
The right honorable member is again try- 
ing to side track me. The House is not 


now asked to consider the merits of the 


proposals of which I gave notice. My 
point is that notice was properly given 
of my motion, that the motion was 


907. 


who have lost an. 


couched in parliamentary language, and 
that it should go on the notice-paper to 


give the House an opvortunity to say, 
unless Mr. Speaker interfered on a ques- 
tion of order at the proper time, whether 


the instruction should be given to the 


Committee. vA 


Mr. Watkins.—On what ground was 
the motion ‘ruled out of order? 


Mr. Je H. CATTS:—It was ruled out 


of order. without any reason being given, 


so far as I heard. 


Mr. James Pace.—I seagie Mr. 
Speaker give reasons. 


Mer sia, ee CATTS oF have no desire 
to state things wrongly. 
gave reasons, I did not hear them, as 
there was some confusion at the time. 
Whether he gave reasons or not does not 
matter. My point is that .he had no 
right to rule on the subject of the motion 
at that’ time. 


If Mr. Speaker 


ae to M ay, the “4 


~ 








i the 
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nates of motion must os properly 2 


It is stated on page 367 of the 12th 
edition of May that— 


Notice is required, not only of an instruc- 
tion, but of an amendment to an instruction 
which, if agreed to, would enlarge the scope of 
instruction or convert. the’ same into a 
novel proposition. 


May says, too—page 368—that— 


Debate on a motion for instruction must be 
strictly relevant thereto, and must not be 
directed towards. the general. objects of the 


- Bill to which the Hatenetion relates. 


Tf Mr. Speaker was of the opinion that 


the motion of which I gave notice was. 


‘directed to the general objects of the 
Bill, and was, therefore, out of order, 
the time for him to rule it out of’ order 


was when it came before the House for 


discussion. May says further that— ~ 


An instruction to a Committee of the! whole 
House can only be moved when the Order of 
the Day for the first sitting of the Committee 
has been read, 


This matter does not ites me person- 
ally more than it affects every other hon- 
orable member of the House; the rights 
of members generally are concerned. 
The proper steps were taken by me to 
obtain leave of the House to move my 
motion, and thereupon notice was given 
of it, and an opportunity should be pro- 
vided for the movirg of it. I contend 
that Mr. Speaker was wrong in ruling 
the motion out of order immediately after 
notice of it had been given, instead of 
waiting until it had come properly before 
the House. Therefore, to safeguard the 


rights of members generally in “regard to 
_ motions, 


I move the motion which a have 
already read. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W.. Elliot 
Johnson).—Even the motion which the 
honorable member has now moved, a 
copy of which has been handed to me, 
is not quite in order as if stands, 
because it infringes standing order 97, 

which requires the signature of the pro- 
jposer and seconder. I return it to the 
honorable member in order ‘that these 


signatures may be attached, and the rules 


of the House complied with. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I have followed 
the usual practice. In any case, I did 
not hand up the notice of motion ; it was 
taken off my desk. 


- that fashion. ia if ats 





- honorable 


It is useless for you, | 
sir, to try to score a point, against me am 































Mr. 
score against any one. 
members that my only d 
duct the business of th 
manner prescribed by 
Orders. This matter is o: 
me personally. Tae 

Mr. West.You a L0 
Mr. Speaker. Why! 


Mr. SPEAKER, — Quite 


have heb ae se ae Ste id- 
ing Orders, and that I ae i 
in my duty if I did) not do. 


The honorable member for Cook (M. | 
Catts) certainly did ask leave to. give 
notice of .a motion, although | such a 
notice was not regular at that time. ‘The 
House ain him leave to” give noes yf 


spect at any - specific notice of nibs 
cause it could not be aware of the ch 


Pau ten of RU EN 


ee SPEAKER. —The oa 


















tabien -paper. 
page 233, the tenth edition— 


Wien a notice, publicly given, js obvi 
irregular or unbecoming, the ‘Speaker has 
terposed, and the notice is not received in tha 
form; and he has also directed that a noti 
motion should not be pe as ne 





















ake eround of its ikelihied of giving a 7 
noyance, but because it, was irregular, and 
transgressed the rules governing instrt 
tions to the Committee, as set out in 
Standing Orders of the. ‘House. [i 
mated to the honorable member that 1 
notice was irregular, and could not a0p } 
upon the notice- “papee: ) ih ‘ 

Mr. 
grounds of irregulanity# me 


Mr. SPEAKER. — The uoti 


Oe: was titan in ie simi 











n or A * omy nee Com- 
iircale employs who are returned 
diers, and so on. It is expressly laid 
down by all pa aa aey authorities, 

ly. that an amendment which’ can be 
ed in Committee cannot be made 
subject of an amendment to the 
tion er the second seein and, 


xe ich was ae t. eeicht ic divee, We 
ee mittee to ay sonine which the 


od eauha for ae it out of order 
hen it is moved. — 

Mr. SPEAKER. Seer at ig ~ good 
round for not accepting an ae tias 
otice of motion, and I was bound to 
ect it under our Standing Orders. 
i would be obviously a waste of 
9 accept a notice of motion 


, ay Ris already empowered to 
LO without such instruction, a it 


“Te a ih so of 


business paper. 
the whole of the 


ind were accepte 
mmittee stage of 


re? 


an cipated, and details debated in an 


will, see that my eS, conforms to the 
rules of this House and the practice of 


Dey 
tice was in order, for although the 


ey leave to hand in a notice of 
paeretones ay the patie ced a 


on Eaald have aa fiver ‘the 
‘But as. it was ‘eat surge in 














































~ Committee to do 


he Bill could be 


Honorable members - 


Mr. SPEAKER. eats ae of time 


lar time for giving notices had passed, | 
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their intention to move amendments in| 


“Committee ? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—wNo. All the matters. 
which the honorable member for Cook 
sought to cover by an instruction to the 


Ee can be made the subject of sae 


amendments at the Committee stage. 
Mr. Warxins.—As this is a financial 
measure, will not private members he 
prevented from moving amendments 
which will inerease the bee of taxa-— 
tion ? lets 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I cannot say that 
any such result will ‘happen, for there | 
is no sum so far fixed or indi- 
cated. I eannot anticipate the ruling » 
of the Chairman of Committees. 
The notice of motion given by. the 
honorable member for Cook (Mr. Catts). 


covers matters which should be dealt with — 


in Committee, and which the Committee 
has power to deal with. That is all I 
am concerned about. What the Com- 
mittee may do with the amendments when 
they are moved is no concern of mine. 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—In my opinion, you, » 
sir, have not touched the merits of the 
case at all.. You have stated many rea- 


sons why, in your opinion, my proposed — 


motion should be ruled out of order when 
tt comes before the House. “ 


Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem 
ber is wrong. ©The notice of motion is 
irregular, and cannot be received. e 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—I do not think you i 
are infallible, sir, and I beg to differ from 
your view. 
right to declare when a notice is given. 
eat it is out of order. 


parliamentary language, you are not en- 


titled at that stage to refuse to-accept it. 


Sir Joszepn Coox.—This is not a mat- 
ter of privilege; but a mie from. Mr. 
Speaker’s ruling. 

Mar Jets CQaras. i I had to ask the 
Minister for the Navy for liberty to speak — 
in this House, the Government would get 


e the business through very quickly, but we 


have not quite Arrived at that stage yet. 
I have no feeling in this matter, but we 
may establish to-day a precedent which 
will apply to a much more important — 
matter in the future. 
guard my own rights, and those of every 


vee i bai i 


r. Watxins.—Are honorable mem-) 
bers now debarred from giving notice of | 


‘You think that you have the t 


I submit that, so. 
long as a notice of motion is couched in 


I desire to safe- 
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“honorable member, and “I ee that 
you, sir, cannot rule a notice of motion 
out of order when it is given if it is pro- 
_perly framed. The time for you to give 
your ruling 1s when the motion is moved 
in accordance with the notice. You, sir, 
have not touched upon that point. 


Question put. The House divided. 


Ayes .. is ANG 3) 5 
Noes Ne na MAS Cs 
Majority .. ote 
AYES. 


Brennan, F. Mathews, J. 


TT AGREDLB, sd. EL. Moloney, Parker 
Considine, M. P. Riley, E. ie 
Cunningham, L. L. Ryan, T. J. 
Fenton, J. HK. hudor; see G. 

Gabb, J. M. Watkins, D. 

Lavelle, T. J. West, J. E. 

Lazzarini, H. P. 

Mahony, W. G. Tellers: - 

Makin, N. J..O. Blakeley, A. : 

Maloney, Dr, Page, J. 
i NOES. 

Atkinson, L. Eat), © Wee Ge as 

Bamford, F. W..’ Hughes, W. M. 

. Bayley, J. G. Jowett, E. . 
Bell, G. J. Kerby, E. T. J. ey 
Blundell, R. P. Lamond, Hector 
Bowden, EK. K. Mackay, G, H. 

Bruce, S. M. Marks, W. M. 


Marr, CO. Wy. C. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. H. 7 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird 


Cameron, D. C. 
_Chanter, J. M. 
Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Sir, Joseph 
Corser, E. B.C. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Foster, Richard i 


Fowler, J. M. Wienholt, A. 
Francis, F. H.” Wise, G. H. 
Gibson, W. G. el 
Greene, W. M. Tellers: 
Groom, L. EB. Burchell, R. J. 
_, Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 


~ 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


~ Mr. TUDOR.—I desire to ‘make a per- 
- sonal explanation, not only on behalf of 
honorable members on this side, but of all 
‘honorable members. The reports con- 
tained in the Argus and the Age this 
-morning dealing with yesterday’s formal 
- adjournment of the House upon the sub- 


i gent of sugar prices do not accurately de- 


scribe what occurred. The Argus states 
_ that the motion for adjournment was. for- 
_ mally negatived, and that the House then 


% 


_ SPECTAL ADJO coartal 


Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock. 
















































ocak ae the ih 
Age puts it that— . 

Fedetal members were ~ 1 
day than they were when © 


introduced, but they again 
terms on the voices, ; 


All hae re ae 


ment ge Henete The te in a64 : 
nary report of the proceedings, “WAS ° 
accurate than in its : oa 
stated——-*7, Hany cee 

Amid: Opposition cries of | & Bluff! toh 


have a vote, then,” the dise ssion th 
automatically. bg 


ee is accurate, but, as” 


raieed IT hake it that diane will 
an opportunity to discuss the price 
sugar to-day, but F think I am. doing 
Tight thing in- Placing every oe | 


no vite ie or indica haaa econ 
Mr. HUGHES —In order Tie Te 


elon’ and, doen cana vo 0 
be taken forthwith OPO i 


ig my shonttees Seven boone 2 
bers yesterday. expressed their * dissatis 7 
tion with as. ee ae nt. Hono: 





they will say- ore 
Mr, Wrsr—lI rise to ap 
Mr. SPEAKER - (Hon. i 
Johnson) Order! © 7 
Mr. McWirrraMs.—I » am prepar 
take a vote upon this matter. | eit 


Mr, HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Hi 
ter) pal 38]—I move ‘ 
That the House at its rising — 































e table last week, 
1e Leader of the Opposition 
r) and myself, it was suggested 


se ght suit. the convenience of 


rable members if they met on Tues- 
ext week instead of, as ordi- 
rily, upon the Wednesday ‘afternoon. 
us, there would still be as many sitting 
but, at the same time, an oppor 
ity would be provided for honorable 
embers who so desired to return to 


lomes for Easter. IT have’ now 


oe lat. the adjournment on Thirsivy 
moon next ie it meets with the 


ie Tonse until the Prenat Presday 
eek, namely, 13th April. The only 
“ I desire to make further—and it is 
HE think, We 1 honorable members 


aps: ‘sittings. If fae measure 18 hae 
ere is no ‘good reason why we should 
Saba until 13th April. 

oneaee Page. that the 


“next week an ganoboanity will be 
for honorable members who re- 


ome for Good F riday. By adopting 
rime Minister’s~ proposal the same 
ordinary cireumstances, and these 
‘meet with the convenience of hon- - 
| ‘With respect to the 
a Bill, all honorable members are 
‘its importance. “‘Lhey desire to 


phases of ie meters oes dena 


a have eae Peet to 
se of et es mene the 


re: “The ice (M rt " Watt) 
° 4 ratuity Bill: was one corel. 


formal ee. 


in the nearer States, at any rate, to 


er of sitting days will be provided: | 


“very fully, and to emphasize 3 





vee require “leisurely ” discussion in. 
order that honorable members might have 


ample time to consider it from every as- 
peet. It is only right that our considera- 
tion should be unhurried, for we do not 
‘want to see the Bill spoiled by the in- 
clusion of anomalies which cannot. be 
amended in another place—seeing that 
this is a money measure. I agree, there- 
fore, that the House should meet on 
Tuesday next. | i 


Mr. McWirtiams.—Why not meet on 
Monday ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—I have no objection, 


but other honorable members may have 
made, arrangements which would prevent 
their attendance on Monday. However, 


if the Bill cannot be passed néxt week, we © 
should meet on the ordinary sitting days 


of the week following Eastertide. 


Mr, MeWiLLIAMS (Franklin) [11.43]. 
—I may say that I was not consulted. in 
this matter, but I suggest that honorable 
members meet on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday of next week. That would 


suit the convenience of those honorable 


members who are compelled to travei to 
‘their homes by water. 

Mr. Austin Cuarpman.—Why not sit 
right on to-day and finish the ‘Bill next 
week ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I would be quite 
prepared to agree to that. I do not want 


to take one hour away from the Govern- ~ 


ment, but I do not think itis asking too 
much of those honorable members who 


can return to their homes every week-end 


‘to regard the circumstances of those 
others who are unable to spend any of | 
their week-ends at home. So far-as con- 
cerns the suggestion that we sit on to- day, 





O1y te 

















[ am quite prepared to remain this even- 


ing and to sit again to-morrow, and on- 


Monday, and Tuesday, . and Wednesday Oe 


also, up till about 4 p. ‘m.—thus affording 
honorable members the opportunity to dg: . 


part home on Wednesday evening. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [11.44]. 
—Do we understand that if the Gratuity 


Bill is not’ through by Thursday it is ie 


intended to sit on Good Friday and 
Saturday ? 


Mr. Hueuss. —No, I did not say that. = 
Mr. JAMES PAGE. —Some honorable et % 


members think that that is so. 


| Mr. Hveuss. —If we do not. finish with Ao: 


the Bill we shall. haye to meet on the Be 4 


s Weeicinin eet after Easter. Ye 
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‘Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) f14s].— 
It is unfortunate that there is a rush 
- just now when there ought to be more 
time to discuss matters of very great im- 
portance. There should be time for a 
thorough review of the sugar question. 
LI see from Hansard—I was not here last 





it aera the sugar agreement 
was 
_ Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem. 


ber cannot discuss the sugar question. 

Mr. J. H.. CATTS.—I. wish to show 
reasons why there should be more time. 

_ Mr. Hucurs.—For, what? 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.—For a proper re- 
view of the sugar question. 

Mr. Hucurs.—What has that got to 
do with the question before us? Honor- 
able members are getting the same time. 


Mr. J. H, CATTS.—We are not. The 


| Prime Minister has said that the House 


approves of the sugar agreement. 
Mr. Hucues.—t have not said any- 
thing of the sort. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber is not in order in discussing the 
sugar question. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I wish to abies 


to the House adjourning over the Easter 
holidays unless the sugar matter is 
threshed out. 


Mr, Hucures.—Very well. 


Mr. Tupor.—I understand that he 
honorable member for 
Rodgers) has given notice of his inten- 
tion to move the adjournment of the 


_ House on another question, but if the 


honorable member will postpone that 
matter, I shall move the adjournment at 
once in order to object to the retail price 
of sugar. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—This 
quite irregular. 


Wir ko, ONT TS Ona ree for 
the adjournment of the ,House the dis: 
cussion is limited by the clock, and there 
is no opportunity to find a Nihon out of 
the trouble. 

Mr. Hueurs.—On . the A Adena 
ply, and on the motion for the printing 
of the agreement, there was ample op- 
portunity given for discussion. 


discussion ‘is 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—As for the motion 


- for the printing of the paper, it came on 


at 34 minutes past 11 o’clock, and the 


discussion lasted until 1 O ‘clock in ay 


Wei: morning. | Wana 





Wannon (Mr. 


tion. 


-that if there be any proposal to ad 
over the holidays, we oug ae Bs: 
Monday. | | 


bers wish to ‘sit on Br day 























































Mr.. “Hodes _We hh 


ing the ian for te day 


some way see of the dif ae 
should be some effort mad " 

Mr. Hueues.—That. has ae 
with the motion belay m8. 


Prime Minister i is coting au ‘ae me 
the House. ie Ny | 


Mr. 
us to toni for a “Fomppigte Bh 
Mr. Hueuss. —Nothing of the kes 
The honorable member comes here r., 
and when he does cone aes a 
nonsense, ene 


Mr. SPEAKER. ne ‘cinta be 
us is that the House, at its rising, 
until Tuesday next at 3 o’clock. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I ask the P : 
Minister, in arranging for the ec 


per review ’ of the proposed price oe 
Mr. Hvuares. —That is aah the 


you: mit Oat 
Mr, Tok By way of persor 


now to move the adjoueaee a 
House i in order to discuss) the ques 


member for Wannon (Mtr. ‘Rodger 
forgo his right, for on bee we 


journment to- Air Mf give notice 
shall do so next Tuesday. 


Mr, WATKINS (neespnetley G ve 
The arrangement tee | 





homes on Good trae morning, 
would not suit those who have furt 


homes an Friday night’ or), ‘Sat da 
morning. I quite oa with the 
of the Country party (Mr. MeW 


Mr. nen) ‘ig 3 


pithy 







of that kind, and he is not going 
? the House. I am prepared 


but, for the future, I suggest 


honorable members living at a dis- 
nee. al more consideration. ‘All 


onvenience of a few enorabls members 
» reside’ in Sydney and Melbourne. 
House ought to meet on Monday, and 
rtunity afforded to honorable mem- 
1g, Be sonalle | 
ray to leave for Western ld te 


ouse /_ ought tor Eee for Tonger 


“ane 1 should like to say that I have 
ed what I thought would meet the 
oval of the House. Evidently, how- 
There are bias different ideas 
who pf to ath on ee and every 


and those who wish to adjourn over 


4 ne Up ht la i . * . 7 ee 
eer ee their wishes, and a division can 


f HECTOR” LAMOND (Illawarra) 


A) 


hy passage of “the Gratuity 
than | about those .other mat- 
, which ‘cari be dealt with in 


e course. It is quite open for us ie 
: review the matter, which, I un- 
,.18 to be placed before ‘us this 
or the other matter mentioned 
honorable member for Cook (Mr. 
they will not go stale by being 
I remember, however, some 
; ha prone made that if some 


¥ thin bwpnigtour hours: 


HECTOR | LAMOND, — The 
a made that promise 
tlemen . who now ~ desire 


uF els an order my sine 























































ith the proposal of the Prime. 


“Personally, I had 


my proposal does not meet with ap-: 


aster. Let those gentlemen move ac- 


ee a am ‘tmhore concerned about: 





_ Adjournment. 


euss the abet in long-winded vdnond: : 
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reading speeches, although it is one that 


ean only be effectively dealt with in Com- 
mittee. The Leader of the Opposition 
‘anes Tudor) occupied one hour and a 
alf 


Mr. Tupor. — One hour and five 
minutes. om | 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I can un- 
derstand honorable members opposite 
being irritated when they are reminded 
of their promises to the soldiers. | 

Mr. SPEAKER.—This debate is going 
far beyond the question. The only ques- 
tion before the Chair is that» the House, 
at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday next, 
at 3 o’clock. For the present the discus- 
sion must be confined to that question, 
orto any amendment for the substitution 





-of some other day. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I submit 
that the object of taking an extra day is 
to expedite the matter immediately be- 
fore the House, and it is within the pro- 
vince of honorable members to point out 


that expedition can be gained quite as 


well in another way. If honorable mem- 
bers who profess to. be so interested in 
getting the Bill ‘through will cease their 
persistent efforts to “prolong a yseless , 
second-reading debate, and allow us to get 
into Committee, it will not be necessary 
to drag honorable members from all over 
the continent unduly early. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [11.54].—May — 
I suggest that we meet on Monday at 
3 o’clock, and sit until Thursday? I hope 
the Government will aceept this sugges- 
tion out of consideration. for honorable 
members whg represent constituencies im 
Queensland and Western Australia, and 
who have no more than one or two oppor- 
tunities during the session to visit their 
families. For instancey if we work hard 
in the meantime, it will be possible to 


allow those hanératie members to visit 


their own States at the time of the visit 
of the Prince of Wales. Those who: live 
in distant parts would certainly like to 
work longer in the week, and get the busi- 
ness through. As it is, we have to loaf 


about the city of Melbourne,. while mem- 


bers from nearer States go home and at- 
tend to their private business, I move— 


That the word “Tuesday” be left out, with 
a view to inserting in lieu thereof the word 
‘i aaah or 


‘a 
ye Ne : K 











; leave, 
Bete motion, 
Lie suggested by the honorable mmber fo> 


























































Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling). pat. 56].— 


“When is a keen desire on the part of 


every honorable member to assist the Go- 
vernment, in getting the Gratuity Bill 
through, ‘but there is an objection to the 
measure being rushed. Those of us who 
usually travel home at the week-ends will 
have to leave Melbourne to-night, and 
commence our return journey on Sunday 
might, or Monday night. I 
most honorable members would be agree- 
able to work right through to-day and 
to-morrow, and to meet on Monday to 
‘finish with the Bill; and I venture to say 
that, under those " circumstances, more 
would be done than if we adjourned to- 
night and returned on Monday or Tues- 
day. I shall move, if necessary, to that 
effect, the House to meet on Monday at 
11 o'clock. 

Mr. Hucues.—As a point of rie MN 
submit that those honorable members who 
do not approve of either the motion or 
the amendment which have been moved, 
will have no opportunity of voting on the 
suggested amendment of the honorable 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley). I do 
not profess, Mr. Speaker, to know how you 
will be able to get the suggestion of the 
honorable member for Darling before the 
Chamber in such a way as to enable hon- 
orable members to. express their real 
opinion, but I have no doubt you know 
a way, and I suggest that it be adopted 
in order to get the sense of the House. 
To meet on Monday at 11 o’clock would 
suit me, and. it would also suit me to sit 
all to-day, and to-morrow as well. If 
such a plan would please honorable mem- 
ber’s it would please the Government. On 
the other hand, when I look round I see 


‘some rather lugubrious faces, so that ¥ 


do not know that the idea réceives general 
approval. One thing I do know, and that 
is that whatever is done will please 
nobody, but I suggest that an opportunity 
be given to the House to say whether it 
will meet on Tuesday next at 3 o’clock, 
on Monday next at 3 o’clock, or sit right 
over to-day and to-morrow, and meet on 
Monday at 11 o’clock. I am willing, by 
of the House, to withdraw my 
so as to allow the amendment 


Darling (Mr. Blakeley) to be submitted; 


and then if that proposal be rejected, I 


- ghall re-submit my motion, to which the 
honorable member for Swan | (Mr, 
_ Prowse) may move his amendment. » 


think that 


and important arrangements accord 


stand part of the eg th 


‘Bamford, F. W. 
‘Brennan, F. 


Chanter, J. M. 


Greene, W. M. 
_ Groom, L, E, 


J onan —The questi¢ 
the House is, 
to be omitted ’’—that ae: 
‘stand part of the queen 
House creates a blank by the omis 
“Tuesday ’’ it will be open to ho 
members to insert any other day. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) _ [12. 
Incredible as it may seem, I wish 
port the Prime Minister’s original: 
to sit on Tuesday. If we meet o: 
day in a good, amiable spirit, as be 
Easter time, we shall probably get th 
War Gratuity Bill through, but we 
not to commit ourselves to any a 
ment to rush it through. Tamn 
pared to do so, but I can give the 
Minister the assurange: that I w: 
him every possible assistance to. 
measure, through..." gy ae 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wa . 
[12.2].—As there is no train from 
laide on Sunday, it will be impossible 
honorable members who go to South 
tralia for the week end to attend here 
Monday. As it was previously intima 
that there was a possibility of the 
sitting on Tuesday, I made very 


and several other honorable me 
have done the same. I shall suppo 
Prime Minister’s original motion. 


Question—That the aN ht Tu 
House divided. 


Aven ce 
Noes i ge ‘ 
Majority 


Hee Ww. ie 


Bayley,>J.7G." 
a Jackson, _D. Pe 


Bell, G. J. 
Blundell, RB, 


Bruce, S. M. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Oattsy id cae 


Marks baht M. a 
Pomnton, i 
Riley, E. 


Chapman, Austin Bi 
Rodgers, A. Soe 


Cook, Sir Joseph 

Corser, E."B. C. Ryrie, Sir Gr. 
Fenton, J. KE. Smith, Laird 
Foster, Richard West, dak eas 
Francis, F. H. — ers G. Hy. 


Gibson, W. G. a? noe 



















vloney, Dr. 
| Marr, C. W. C. 
on sidine, M. ry McWilliams, Weidin: 
unningham, eas bss ‘Moloney, Parker : 
Pe xiip, WwW. M ‘Prowse, J. H.: 
wler, J. M. ! Ryan, a 
Gabb, J. M.- |} Stewart, P. G.. | 
Gregory, Ay Tudor, F. G. 
Aill, W..C,. | Watkins, D. » 
Li welle, sO | Wienholt, A, 
azzarini, H. P. Aj. Tellers: 


Mahony, W. G. i 
akin, Ne J. O.. 


Blakeley, A. 
ead abi 


_ question volved in the 


Woon Tors. Acremmenr, 


, a SPEAKER (Hon. 


ne . ie defnite matter of Given pula 
| ea namely, © The aa for 

















Five” honorable members pane risen 
their places, x 
Question proposed. — bole 


Le ae when the Prime Maniater (Mr. 
ughes) made a statement in the House 
nnoun cing that he had entered into a 
with the Colonial Combing, 

ag, and Weaving Company Limi- 
i dias the manufacture of 10,600 bales 
istralian wool into wool tops, and 
of wool tops, Is was in my con- 
Had I been present, I would 
en afforded the opportunity of 


tikes before the House and the 
11 At-the outset let me say 
am not go much concerned in the 





ig 1 ini interests of the Aus- 


W. Elliot 


| aspect of the matter as I am in 


; : [20 ¥ Manon, 1920 nn 


‘ 


i Fea Na ae la which, T feel, have 


> 


agreement, 


(Formal). ee 


not been sufficiently: conserved. in this 


those irrelevancies which, in my judg- 
ment, have been featured in this business, 


and which have to some extent obscured : 


the real crux of the position so far as the 
erowers are concerned; but, perhaps, it 


is necessary, first of all, to traverse briefly 


the history of the Wool Pool and in par- 


ticular the manufacture of wool tops, 


which came within its province. After 


negotiations with the Australian Govern- 


ment, our wool clip was acquired by the 
British Government, primarily for the 
purpose of clothing the armies of the Em- 
pire in the field, and secondly in order 


_ to safeguard Australia’ s greatest industry. 


I felt as a wool-grower, and I think 99 
per cent. of the growers in Australia will 
say that the Government made what was 
at the time an excellent sale, and one that 
has yielded the growers very substantial 
advantages. People at this late date, 
with knowledge that comes to us of pre- 
sent eonditions, are apt to think that the 
task was a very easy one, but when war 
cut off the trade and commerce of this 


nation with the rest of the world, the 


Government were faced with a problem 
of which history affords no parallel. No 
country, either at war or in. peace, ever 
faced such a problem in the way that this 
Government and the Governments of the 
States had to face it. The producers at 
the time were concerned only with the 
faithful performance of the contract, 
They did not question it in any respect. 
They regarded it as excellent, since it en- 


abled the armies of the Empire tor DEL 
clothed, the industries of this country to - 


be carried on, and, in short, allowed us 
to conduct a war abroad, while at home 
we had a reign of peace and prosperity. 
I come now to the terms of the agree- 
ment for the acquisition of the Australian 


wool clip. A flat price of 154d. per Ib 


was fixed, with a reservation as to the re- 
quirements for Australian users, and. 
what is more, a reservation that suficient 


‘wool should be available to keep our own 


manufacturers going. There are in Aus- 


tralia, roughly speaking, forty-two textile 


manufacturing plants, and five wool top 
making establishments. The company 
interested in the contract under review is 
the pioneer of the wool tops industry in 
Australia. 


‘I propose to put aside all 


- We have the remarkable fact — i: 
that an industry which could not at its 





916 Adjournment — 





inception be sustained without a bonus, 
ot some form of governmental asistance, 
in time of peace became, because of the 
war dnd its complications, oné of ths most 
flourishing in Australia 

Mr. Hucres.—That is not so. 

Mr. RODGERS.—In the earlier stages 
of the manufacture of wool tops in Aus- 
tralia it was necessary to pay the com- 
pany 4 bounty to keep it going. 

. Mr. Fremtve—Jhey had overcome 
that position before the war. 

Mr. RODGERS.—Quite so. 
markable, however, that this ‘country, 
which produces the big ggest wool clip in 
the world, was unable in the early stages 
of the wool top industry to handle it with- 
out a bonus. 

“Without dealing with any irrelevancies, 
the point I desire to make is that the 
growers claim that in so far as wool re- 
quired for Australian use is concerned 
there has been no acquisition by the Go- 
vernment. _The position they take up is 
that the Government created a central 
trust to safeguard the growers’ interests. 
It has placed the entire wool clip of Aus- 

tralia in the hands of the Central Wool 
Committee, in order to give effect to the 
Imperial contract and to allow of the 
manufacture of textiles and wool tops in 
Australia. For all practical purposes 
the Central Wool Committee is regarded 
by the growers as trustees of their wool. 
They consider that’ the committee stands 
in the position of trustees of the growers’ 
wool for the carrying out of all contracts 
for the sale.of wool, either abroad or for 
home consumption. We take the view 
that there has been no acquisitfon of the 
Australian wool clip by the Government. 
Whatever restrictions upon export have. 
been imposed have been by virtue of War 
Precautions Regulations, but we say that 
there has been no actual acquisition, and 
therefore no vesting in the Government 
of the right to property in the wool. We 
say that, in essence and in fact, the wool 
is the property of the growers, and that 
they are, therefore, entitled to whatever 
benefits may accrue from any ‘sales of 
wool made abroad or at home. I want 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) to 
clearly understand that the wool-growers 
are not avaricious in their claims, They 
consider that the wool is their property, 
and they desire the proceeds of its sale... 
They have never ‘ene nit at the sales 





It is te. : 


[REPRESENTATIVES:| _ 


“price. 


- 


‘tops on very much the same lines that - 


(Boral) : 


to the Imperial Government. y hav 
not questioned the sale of wool to Aus- — 
tralian manufacturers at the flat pri eto 
meet the requirements of. the Austra 
public during war., They have agr 
to the sale of the \ wool to local - 
manufacturers at the | first ae 
There is a difference between 
that price and the price for which 
wool is obtainable by the wool-top: 
manufaeturers. Wool is sold for the — 
manufacture of wool tops at the ap-_ 
praised price of 153d. per Ib. parity, but 
wool for home consumption by the Aus- 
tralian manufacturer is sold on the ‘basis 
of the first appraised price. 


Mr. Brennan.—What is that aor 


Mr. RODGERS.It depends ater 
upon the judgment of ithe appraisers. 
The difference between the first aj praised 
price and the 153d. per Ib. Hat ‘tate ae 
parity is that the first is more or less a 
trial appraisement intended, of course, to 
absorb the full 154d. per Ib. Those. in- 
terested in NG EE will know that, — 
more particularly on the first clip, there 
was a large dividend, showing a “good — 
margin between the first appraised price’ 


w , 








( 


i, 


and the ultimate 154d. per Ib. parity. — ha 


This wool-tops qpestion is a matter 


to which I gave attention in this 
House nearly two years ago, cand 
I, therefore, regret that I was not — 


present when the new contract was re- ie ic 


cently under review. On the 17th April, 
1918, I dealt with the question of the 
Australian growers’ interests » in wool 


propose to follow to-day. As reported in os a 
Hansard, Vol. LXXXIV., page 308, Oe 
said— Me tvene 
I do not pretend to be in a position to 7 er 
ri¢htly the merits or otherwise of .the wo * 
tops contract; but I maintain that it i me f 
dangerous, policy to pick out any persons in >. 
trade and give them an advantage over their . 
competitors. = 
Mr. Frnton.—That has been done. all 
through the piece. 
Mr. RODGERS.—It has been dome in the 
case of the Pools.?. . In the case of 
the wool tops contract, an arrangement we 
entered into which placed the principal in 01 
of the firms concerned in a far better tradi 
position with regard to the purchase of § 
than any of his competitors occupied. T 
honorable member for ‘Grampians (2 
Jowett) has ‘referred to the humanitarian in 
stincts of this gentleman; but with a great 
big margin up his sleeve to beat his 
competitors he was able to go into the s 























eke 


by reason of having this substantial ad- 
age ‘he has been able to do this. In a time 
When every one is doing his utmost, it 
“wrong policy to give any firm a contract 
will place it in a far better position to 
than that of others in the same trade. 
“Heotor Lamonp—Mr. F. W. Hughes 
nuch better Lane betore the war. 



























































oan Aad iota ‘alternative. eras: 
‘missed the bus for years. There is 
othing to prevent us from half manufacturing 

wool by converting it into wool tops; but 
mt a great industry is going to waste. 
‘contracts of this firm it was possible 
ke, in twelve months, the profit an- 


affording considerable employment, and 
cing Australia in a dominating position 
this regard, by so handling all our wool. 
geest to the honorable member for 
mpians that, in war time, there is nothing 
vent the ‘Government taking over the 
ss at fixed rates of profit. from the 
eman who has been alluded to in the 
ber to-day. 1 object from another point 
to the profits on wool going elsewhere 
to the Pool. What right has the Go- 
nt, who are the trustees and bailees 
he prowers, to enter into a contract and 


an 


£64,007 si ee 
ECTOR LAMoND a. ote not think the 
ik oo taken enough: of the wool: 


a RODGERS. “hat is a beanie kind of 
state nt to make—one I would expect from 
repared to ratify any contract. ‘The 
ers are quite prepared to take their 

the burden in the shape of taxation 
erwise. The Prime Minister has made 
‘angement by which half the profit, over 
e 1s. 34d., on the surplus wool sold-in 
s of the world shall come back to 
yet the profit on the wool that is 
he manufacturer of wool tops here 
abroad at a lower price than it can be 
ad, will not go back into the Pool, 
the Consolidated Revenue. That 
regard as wrong, The surplus 
abroad over and above the require- 
she Army, Navy, and nursing staffs 
Imperial and — “Australian account, 
the profits come . back to Australia. 
“right “have the Government to take 

n of the ee of the uel we 


f: fe Mite ae! 


GERS a od wish to point out 


iced ‘to-day, we are losing an opportunity | 


e for the Consolidated Revenue a. Raut 


















Mr. RODGERS. tat 38 because ae 
some of the dreaded alternatives. I would — 
be sorry to think that the interests of the | 
producers of Australia have had to await. 
the arrival in this House of some who 
have just been returned to it. In that 
case they would long since hye been 
damned! — | 

Mr. Srewarr. —We shall do more than 
pate honorable member has done. = 

r. RODGERS.—In order to do more 
ae 1 have done in the interests of the 
producers the honorable member will 
have to become a little better acquainted 
with the real principles in which the 
great primary producers of this country 


: helines e. I claim that there are on this. 


side of the House~-and I do not inelude 
myself—honorable members with a repu- 
tation as representatives of the producers 
of which the honorable member will be 
jealous before he has sat here very long. 


At the very time that I dealt with this 


principle nearly two years ago, there 
were in this House members af the pre- 
sent Country party who gave me no as- 
sistance. I had not one supporter, I did 
not secure even an echo of support from 
honorable members who are at present 
conducting the affairs of the Country 
party. © 

Mr. MoWrrrtams. —But the honorable 


member did not submit a motion. 


Mr. RODGERS.—The Leader of the 


Country party (Mx. McWilliams) inter- 
jects, and, therefore, makes it necessary 
for me to say that he was present on the ~ 
oceasion to which I have referred, but 
did not join with me in objecting to the 
principle adopted by the Government. 
‘Mr. McWituiams. —You did not take 


any action. _ | 
Mr. RODGERS.—The pele mem- 


ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) proposed . iy 


that the profits should go to the indus- 
trials. The honorable member for Frank- — 
lin did not then move that they should 
go to the growers. _ . : 
Mr. Hrees.—I wanted 20 per cent. to 


go to the unfortunate fellmongers. NEN 
Mr., RODGERS.—The first contract — 


was for the sale of ‘2,400,000 lbs. of wool, 
1t was made with the Central Wool Com- 
mittee, of which the honorable member 


for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) was a mem- ee 
ber. After its termination negotiations 
were hdr for a fresh saaiehigiaest granada , 
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“the Cah anites and thee pan para nd ne 
believe that all possible means were ex- 


hausted in trying to fix up a new con- 


tract. A poundage rate, a percentage basis, 


and a commission basis were all con- 
sidered, but the negotiations failed, and 


Australia was in the regrettable position 
of having one of its excellent industries 
~ thrown idle, the wheels stopped, and the 
men unemployed. 
to be no party able to make an arrange- 
ment with the company, except the Go- 
vernment, and I give the Government 
credit for having done a service’ to the in- 


dustry, to those engaged in it, and to the 


- wool-growers, by the action that it took. 


The question at issue between the Go- 
vernment and the growers is, what is the 
correct destination of the profits ? The 
contract covers 10,600 bales of wool, and 
is to terminate on the 30th June next. 
We take it that the company has the 
capacity to deal with tha quantity of 
wool in the time. The Prime Minister 


takes the view that, the Government hay- 
ing made a contract with the company, is _ 


entitled to 80 per cent. of the profits aris- 
ing out of it, the balance of 20 per cent. 
going to the firm on the terms which he 
has made public. On behalf of the 
growers, Jhowever, I’ ask him to recon- 


sider the position, with a view to putting 


the profits of the Government into the 
Wool Pool for distribution 
growers, or,‘in the alternative, if he can- 
not see his way to do that, of putting the 
Australian .wool-grower, in reference to 
the’ quantity of wool that is concerned, in 
_ the position in which he would have been 
had that wool been the subject of the 
contract with the Imperial Government. 
Those are the two courses open, and I sub- 
mit that it is reasonable that the Prime 
Minister should adopt one of them. He 


ae i may ask, am I content that the Imperial 








tie Ce tr a 


Government shall get: its: profit, but that 
the Commonwealth Government shall get 
no profit, out of the acquisition of the 
wool? To that question my answer, in’ 
anticipation, is that the Imperial 'Go- 
vernment entered into a contract for our 


wool for what it wa8 worth at the time, 
| and took the risks consequent upon the | 


war, when no one could foresee what the 
“wool would sell for. The Commonwealth 
_ Government, however, has undertaken no 
_ financial risk, 
fail _Ye-opening these. works, but I do not 
think it has the right to ‘take any wool 


out, of the Wool Pool, Pinger at fee ve 
Mevinst Mr. eich Pa? 


un 

: My ‘ 4 , ey ‘ Bi ; ; 
CR ES 14 Ay bs ; Rp @y) \! 
A AMAA! - aay Ki Ve Te: aes 6 WAL wa rt 4 


There appeared then 


amongst - 


It has done good service 



























































which nN, ne os ue 

under ordinary circumstan 
propose to deal with su 
the placing of one manufa 
ferent position from othe: 
cerned now more partiet 
ownership: of the wool. 


growers. They have Pp 
case, and have said, ‘‘ W 
to the selling of wool oa ee 
ie Foe, i 


on (Tf) that: has" oe 
the authority of an Act of Parliam 
for one, am not prepared to stand 


the right ‘to take wool, make — 
tracts they like in respect to it, 


into the Consolidated Revsting: 
has been a lot of talk about the 
that are coming to the wool 
as surplus profits from the § 
their wool abroad, but so far no 
penny of this money has been. recel 
There may be handsome profits, bu 
one knows what there will be 1 
in many parts of the country, the pas 
industry is in a desperate condition; 
straits to which it has been put by 
of the drought, which. has lasted f 


are districts which nev 
in so bad a coat ion 


respect of the wool ae ie 


ject of it in at. least as good & positior 
they | would oceupy hady that wool b 


banat see his way to do ‘that, i 
hand over the profits from the Woo 
expenses, for ‘distribution among 

growers? — Bie no | 
Mr. HUGHES (Bondiae Rene! 

ter and Attorney-General) [12.39]. 
this debate wilklapse at i 0 clock, . 
be Beebe to reply to the ho 



























Ee sent I ile not’ my file of 
pers before me, and so was unable to 


Me, 


thing that. has been done and is being 
are under the Weel Pool scheme, | in- 


| Sreaalt at certain Peaks tions between 
i he ‘British and Commonwealth authori- 


@ ae (Mr. J owe). : eae others, 


| ii aa “g Australia to the British Go- 
"ment at a flat rate of 1s..3d. per Ib. on 
_ greasy wool, and that subject to the ac- 
2 Ppipuce of this offer: the b atataan ea ad 


oh, Pecel ‘te to he eae 
f the a ont, to be dealt with as 
: ee Now, it 
4 "specifically dordad that the’ wool 
1ecessary for local purposes should be 
etarned: in Australia, should be: sold 
at the same price 
as to Britain, and that this wool should 
. Every grower in 
i pe in honour’ to 
agreement as a _whole 


: any ther: The other 
nts the honorable member for Gram- 
lans was speaking when I pointed out 
prc had beam no protest by the 


ssue nice, What. loss that means 
money I do not know, but I venture 
ay that it cannot mean less than 


ie _ [26 Manon, 1920.) 


note from the shorthand report of the 
lonference, which is the basis of every-— 


eae to cor a proposal to a 


need to make any difference. 


00,000 or , 000, of which the 


manufacturers of 


el AU al nad tie hary Ce PFA RPL Ea a ol es re Meer ad co Re Se le et ae 
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not say that 1t was not a good one—was 
that the growers were in honour bound to 
uphold the agreement. I agree with him, 
but desire to remind him that they are 
also bound in honour to uphold that 
part of the agreement which provides 
for the sale of wool to Australian 
manufacturers. In order to make clear 
the position in regard to manufactured 
wool, I shall quote from the shorthand 


report of the Conference to which I, have 


referred, Mr. Vicars, who represented 
what may be called the weavers, as dis- 
tinguished from the spinners and combers, 
said— 

I beg to ask for a little light on one subject, 


and that is, to what channel will the Aus- 


tralian manufacturers look to get saath sup- 
plies? 


My reply was— 

This will apply to your question. I shall 
make representations to the British Government 
that the wool required for local manufacturing 
purposes be not included in this transaction, 
und that wool which is required for which facili- 
ties éxist in this country for scouring shall be 
scoured in this country. 


I further said— 


All wool that is not shipped a made into 
something— 


Woollen, I suppose, is meant— 


that wool is inside this transaction. Whether 
wool is greasy or scoured, it is wool. In re- 
gard to greasy wool, where there are facilities 
for scouring that wool, what you ask me to do 
is to allow that wool to be scoured in Australia, 
and then you are done with it. From the manu- 
facturers’ point of view, I shall ask the Govern- 


‘ment of Britain te regard that wool which is 


required for manufacturing purposes in Aus- 
tralia not to be included in this transaction. 


Mr. Vicars asked— 

I presume, if the Australian manufacturer 
wants any of it for his requirements, it will be 
placed at his disposal for making up here at the 
price as fixed on at this Conference? _ 


To that 7 


If there is a question now of there being two 
prices, that is; a price to the British Govern- 
ment and a price for local consumption, we 
must discuss it now. If it is the same price, 
there is no difficulty. If that is not understood, 
then we must discuss that now. : 

Mr. Vicars.—I do not think there is any 
Let the price 


replied— 


remain the same. 


Not one word of protest was: made. It 


was accepted, and from that time 
to the day I tabled the agreement 
there was no. suggestion that the 


this country had 


ity 


aN 





. not primarily the first, ae i 1 : 


all wool; and 2, the right to buy. their 


wool at appraised prices. Nor was one 


word said then, or subsequently, about 


any payment to the Pool of half the 


profits made by the manufacture of tops 
or yarn or cloth from the wool purchased 
at the appraised price by the locak manu- 
facturers. The British Government 


acquiesced in the proposal, and—on the 


80th November, 1916, specifically noti- 


fied the Cigiianmnweltle Government that ~ 


wool required for the local manufacturers 
should be excluded from the purchases 


made on behalf of the British Govern-~ 
it ment. Three points emerge quite clearly 


from the history of these transactions— 
a) that the Commonwealth Government 


was authorized to acquire, and. did 
acquire, the whole of the clip; (2) that 


there was to be reserved from the quan- 
tity sold to the British Government 
enough to insure to all manufacturers in 
Australia an ample supply of raw ma- 
terial; and (3) that local manufacturers 
were to get their wool at the appraised 
price. 


I wish now’ to ee how the Wool 


Committee, which was the | agency 
created by the Government to give effect 
to the agreement, acted, because fre- 


quently an agreement may be interpreted 
by the action of the parties. On the Ist. 
March, 1917, on the recommendation of - 


the Sentral ANool Committee, the Com- 


~ monwealth miade an agreement with the 















Colonial Combing, Spinning, and Weav- 


ing Company whereby, inter ala, the 
Commonwealth consented to the com- 


pany obtaining wool at appraised 


prices for the manufacture of wool 
tops to carry out the company’s 


existing ‘contracts, and any further con- 
tracts ‘approved by the Commonwealth, 


ne and for the purpose of holding the eom- 
pany’s normal reserves. The agreement 


further provided that. one hale, of the 
net earnings should be at. the disposal of 
the Commonwealth Government, with a 
proviso that the company’s share, after 


ae fase war-time: profits tax, should not 
be Jess than one-third of the net earnings. 
i ee: Ritry.—That contract was tines 


‘ ee A aaay. edeoa) 2 deities well. that. ) 
half” MO gee? _ Some: : 


| until the. present, agreement was made I 


aid icing es in = to the peo ee 





) Lo on. dtherkocgania 


ment or: ede to- the Wool "Bea 


ment, whieh was, howeve 


took place between ‘the Actin, 
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tral Wool Committee. 
ment made with the © 
Spinning, and Weaving. | 
Central, Wool Committe wee 
no suggestion was ever made at 0 
of the profits should be paid into 

Pool. And of course there. was ne 

suggestion that the Pool. ae any 
Whatever upon any profits r 


ave Srewarr.—There 
been : 





: Hey HUGHES. One go ent 
am speaking of what was done. 
agreement lasted for many’ 
the amount due to the OC i 
was paid into a special account 
“The Wool-top Manufacture 
count, and there - Was ne 


1918, more than a year after 
agreement was made, a differen 
between the, Commonwealth and 


the ustedanaal hae expired, whe) t] 
pany “holding that it had not. The 
of that difference is expressed 1 in th 
of a very serious action at law, im 
a large sum of money. Both parties th. 
they are rights. but if. the a ction is. 
lowed to proceed) both p: a 

occasion to eal Gahe Mas 



































poy fortune to be retai 
I come now to a secon 


On the 1st September, 19 


meet gee 
ing Cou aide ia peer heads « 0 
posed agreement were drawn 1 
signed by all parties. Under this 
posed contract the vice was 
assured by the re 
minimum of ‘one-thi 
fits. up. to 72d. per Ib. 
the profits were to go 
wealth. No mention 



















p01 Committee was concerned, that 
ement was actually made, and it only 
ded to become operative ‘because the 
ompany would not sign it. That agree- 
‘ment clearly recognises the right of the 
Commonwealth to deal with this wool, 
and to derive all the profits that might 
tbe made out of the transaction, less the 
amount allotted to the manufacturers. 
_*It was proposed to adjust the dispute 
by allowing the company the share. of 
profits I have stated, while as to the 
future, the company was to manufacture 
1 as agents of the Commonwealth -Govern- 
So ae ment, and to receive as remuneration a 
tes sum of £64,000 per annum, free of war 
x _ profits tax, based on a 6,000,000-lb. out- 
put of wool tops. Under these heads of 
; agreeme t, therefore, the Central Wool 
ommittee agreed with the company that 
: ball the profits other than those, retained 
ie “a the company should go to the Com- 
- monwealth. Nothing was to go to the 
> Beol. 
Mr. Roparrs—Why does not the right 
ee ionorable gentleman elaim a share of the 
pti ts arising out of the contracts made 
- /- with the other manufacturers of wool 
‘a : - tops? 
eM. BUGHES.—1 shall come to that 
i" point in a minute. What I want to 
make clear is that every time the Central 
vel Committee maide, or attempted to 
make, an agreement with the Colonial 
| _ Combing, Spinning, and Weaving Com- 
i baie it did so on the basis of ager 
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1 tern” 


Pecks by 1 o “lod, ith is ai yee 
fixed by the Standing Orders for the ter- 


lowed to bontinee my Ee aiveks for :2 
_ period ‘beyond that hour, because I think 
Tt, is important that this matter carlin be 
oo threshed out. -— (Leave 
Sprmited.) 

; i. The rent made by the oo 


The erin cs. as Bien es the. Bom- 
monwealth, manufactured on a basis of 
“44d: per Ib., and any balance of profit is 
“be paid to the Commonwealth. It is 
ue that the agreement includes a clause 
ich . provides that an amount equivalent 
the “Convainaa dividend ore by the 
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British Government on the whole clip—_ 
not on the combing wool alone, mark you 
—shall be paid into the Pool. But the 
right of the Commonwealth to profits is 
admitted, and, according to figures which 
have been supplied to me by the chair- 


man of the Central Wool Committee, 


profits from this source, amounting to 
£135,688, have been already paid into, 
or are available for, the Treasury. The 
position then is quite clear. At the - 
conference, the principle of only, 
selling to the Imperial Govern- 
ment. the surplus left after supply- 
ing local manufacturers with sufficient 
raw material to enable, not only the pre- 


sent plant to be kept fully occupied, but 


to also encourage the extension of manu- 
facture during the war, and provide em- 
ployment for the people, was specifically 
recognised. The Conference agreed that 
the. manufacturer was to get his wool at. 
the appraised price, that the Common- — 
wealth should acquire all the wool, and 
that the wool needed for Australian manu- 
factures was to be excluded from the sale 
to Britam. No mention was made of 
paying any of the profits of manufacture 
into the Pool. 

That these principles were well settled, 
and were accepted by the parties is 
proved ‘by the facts. cited. The agree- 
ment made by the Central Wool 
Committee with the Colonial Combing, 
Spinning, and Weaving Company rested 
upon the same foundation as does the one 
recently concluded, namely, that the com- 
pany was to obtain wool at the appraised 


price, retaining 33 per cent. of the profits 


for itself, paying 66 per cent. to the Com- 
monwealth, and nothing to the Pool. — 
Under the proposed agreement which 

did not operate, the company was to get — 
£64,000 per annum; the balance of 


the profits was to go = to-~— the 
Commonwealth. Under the  agree- 
ment’ with Whiddon Brothers, Yarra 


Falls, and other spinning companies, by 
which they work upon a basis of 43d. per 
lb., the Pool has a right, in addition to 


‘the appraised price, to an amount equiva- 


lent to the percentage dividend paid by 
the British Government on the whole of 
the clip, but there is recognised also the 


right of the Commonwealh to , puot over 


and above that amount. 

A few nights ago the honor able jouer 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett), taking me 
at a disadvantage because some of these 


ie formerly commended. 
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ce had passed from my memory, 


criticised rather severely the arrangement 
recently made with the Colonial Combing, 


‘Spinning, and Weaving Company, and,_ 


as spokesman for the wool-growers, 
claimed the profits which, according to the 
agreement, are payable to the Common- 
wealth. The honorable member was, and 
is still, a member of the Central Wool 
Qommittee. He was a party to the first 
wool tops agreement, and, speaking in this 


House on the 18th January, 1918, he 


said (Hansard, page 3268)— 


I have to say, as regards that, that in all 
these matters the Central Wool Committeey of 
‘whom I am one, and the chairman is Mr. J. 
M.. Higgins, takes full and entire responsi- 
bility. I know nothing of many things that 
have been said with regard to the Prime Min- 
ister in the course of a recent debate; but I do 
know that the right honorable oentleman has 
not taken one step in connexion with the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee, or with wool tops, ex- 
cept upon the practically unanimous recom- 
mendation of the committee and its chairman, 
Mr. Higgins. If anything wrong has been done, 
and I assure honorable members that it is per- 
fectly certain that that is not the case, then 
the Central Wool Committee, Mr. Higgins, as 
its chairman, and myself are to blame, and not 
the Prime Minister. No shadow whatever of 
any blame in connexion with the matter at- 
taches to the Prime Minister. All that was 
done in this connexion was entirely our doing, 
or that of the chairman, Mr. Higgins, whom 
we all support. 


That agreement was to allot 33 per cent. 
of the profits to the Colonial Combing, 


Spinning, and Weaving Company, dnd. 


66 per cent. to the Commonwealth. Now 
I am criticised because I have made an 


agreement which allots 20 per cent. of the 


profits to the company and 80 es cent. 
to the Commonwealth. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2. 16 p.m. 


Mr. HUGHES.—It becomes quite evi- | 


dent that the principle underlying this 
agreement is that which was accepted 
originally by the Conference, and which 
has, on two occasions at least, received 
- the imprimatur of the Wool Committee. 
The first agreement differs in no essential, 
except in the allocation of the profits, 
_ with the agreement now tabled: Yet the 
honorable member for Grampians - now 
condemns the very principle which he 
It is rather in- 
teresting, in view of his criticisms, to 

glance at the division list, upon ine 
amendment moved by the _ honorable 
| _member for Weannon (Mr. pe sea oat 


_[REPRESENTATIVES} 











Wool Committee on oa ane this 
principle, under which the roti 


allocated on the basis of 33 per cel it 
F. W. Hughes and Covia en’ 
































Anaictene in he "obieetae se the Pp 
ciple approved by the Wool Commit 
But when he sought support for his 
he found very little. In the di n 
were sixteen ‘‘Ayes’’ and thirty ‘Noes’; 
and, he tte prominently among. the 
latter, I find the name of the hono 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett). . 
emphasize the fact that the honorable 
gentleman said that for whatever — 

wrong in the agreement the Wor yl 
miittes were responsible. The pri 
adopted | by ae Wool | Committee 


eet 


yet the howheuae member 
Grampians now condemns it. q 
I think honorable members will 
that what was wrong then m 
,wrong now, and, similarly, that 
was “right then must be right no 
There was a dispute between Mr. 
W. Hughes and the Wool Commit bi 
and the latter were not prepared t 
new the agreement upon exactly th 
lines; but the second agreement i 
for all practical purposes, the same 
ciple—allocating to the company - £64, 
and leaving, to as oe ee 


rest, 


refi, 
So much for that. 


ment is no new 
by the Wool | 
it emanated from ihe. 
and was. re-afirmed by © ahs 
in 1918, and in the roe agreer 
made with the other companies the 
principle is re-affirmed. 


Mr. RopcGeErs. Ce hes 
the principle now, and_ arin to m 
contract on the basis of ib, 


Mr. HUGHES.—Of course, an 
honorable member for Grampians i 
Jowett) has said that, if segblees 


Committee who are responsible, an¢ 
the Government or the Prime Min n: 


ist ee Pp: 
a ree ie Tt is a qu 
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cies at his leisure.’ 


ie turn now to deal with the point 
raised by the honorable member for Wan- 
| on (Mr. Rodgers). He claims the whole 
f the profits. By what process of rea- 
oning he stipports such a claim we are 
ot told. If that claim were conceded it 
would affirm the principle that any Go- 
_ verhment, other than the Commonwealth, 
Peis. ‘entitled to some consideration. The 
Government of Great Britain is entitled 


wealth, to nothing. The Government of 
France 1s entitled to consideration; the 
tae Government of the Commonwealth, to 

De ae The Government of the United 
_ States of America is entitled to considera- 


tion; but the Government of ‘the Com- 
Ma monwealth is entitled to nothing. Yet, 
to the Government of the Common- 
wealth alone is this agreement due; and, 
since the Government of the Common- 
wealth is responsible for the agreement, 
so does the half-profit arising therefrom 
emanate from the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment. 
own country, however, the honorable 
‘member and those behind him would con- 















Fehon countries they are willing to con- 

cede at least 50 per cent. I do not think 
Pe any citizen will contend that that is a 
fond proper, or patriotic position. 








- This contract is divided into two parts. 
The’ one has relation to the purchase of 
the raw material. That raw material 


has: been dealt with as directed by the. 


Me a growers themselves at the Conference in 
| iat Ole. As the result ‘of an agreement 
entered into by them, it was acquired 
by the Government to be disposed of as 
Oech. out in the agreement. One of the 
terms of the agreement specifically pro- 
_-yided that we should export only the 
- surplus of our raw wool, leaving ample 
for the requirements of local manufac- 
urers, while another provided that they 
were to get all the a they required at 
he appraised price. But the honorable 
member contends that had the wool gone 
‘into the Pool, 
tain, the grower would have been en- 
led to halt the profit on the clip, in 

ye of course, those 10,000 bales... T 
: hown conclusively that under the 
ant they have ‘no claim whatever 
ny profits on wool retained in Aus- 





















to half; the Government of the Common-. 


To the Government of his 


cede nothing, while to Goyernments of | 


and been sent to tee 


ocal manufacture, yet the hoa: 


-wool tops should go to the grower. 


orable member claims all the coke not 
only on the sale of the wool, but on the 
manufacture also. The agreement ~ re- 
lated to raw material. This contract is 
something more than a contract relating 
to the acquirement of raw material and 
its purchase at an appraised price. It ig 
a contract for the manufacture and sale 
of wool tops. It is an absolutely mon- 
strous suggestion that the profit received 
from the manufacture of raw wool into 
Le. 
the grower has a eee. at all—and I shall 
deal with that in a moment—it is that 
this wool shall be treated in the same 
manner as wool sold to Great Britain, 

namely, to have one-half of the difference 
between the appraised and the market 
price. But for the honorable member 
to ask for the whole of the profit on the 
sale of the raw wool, and also all the pro- 
fit over 20 per eent. which is earned as a 
result of the manufacture of this raw 
wool into wool tops, is really monstrous. 
The honorable member does not realize, 
perhaps, that there is a million pounds’ 
worth of capital invested in this in- 
dustry. Is not the labourer worthy of his 
hire? By what right, then, can any 
profit made as a result of tha manufac- 
ture of the raw wool go to any one but 
the manufacturer? Clearly, then, that 
suggestion: cannot be entertained, and I 
do not think that any wool-grower will 
for a moment: contend that he and his 
fellow-producers have any claim to any 
profit other than in respect to the raw 
material. : 


Now for the point raised as an alter- 
native by the honorable member. He 
says: “ We ask that you put us in as good 
a position as we would have been had you 
not taken that wool.” . While I contend 
that under the agreement the wool used 
for local manufacture is wholly outside 
the Pool, I am ready to consider the pro- 
pee fairly on its merits. The claim 

ought to be, and must be, considered. 
More than that, clearly, the honorable 
member has no right to ask for: Lam 
prepared to say now, on behalf of the Go- 
vernment, that I will give favorable con- 
sideration to the proposal. I want to 

make my intention perfectly clear. I. 
mean to say that I am prepared to con- 
sider whether the grower shall have as 


much profit as he would have had if the 
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Adjournment 


wool had gone into the Pool and ios sold 
to the British Government in the ordinary 


way. 

Myr. Ropeurs.—Hear, hear! That is 
reasonable. 

‘Mr., SPEAKER \(Hon. W. Elliot: 


Johnson).—The right honotable gentle- 
mans time has now expired. 

Mr. Rimxy.—I desire to make a per- 
sonal explanation. I point out that these 
works are situated in my electorate, and 
that it was at the instigation of certain 
persons, myself included, and in the in- 
terests of the workers in my district, that 
the Government re-opened these works. 
Consequently, I feel that I have to take a 
share ini the blame, if any, to be allotted. 
I do not say, of course, that there is any 
blame attachable. 

Mr. Roperrs.—Were you after some 
profits, too? 


Mr. Rirey.—lI do not happen to have — 


any share in the busimess at all.; There 


are other commodities manufactured in — 


this country and exported, but the Go- 
vernment are not taking any of the pro- 
fits from the companies which manufac- 
ture those goods 

Mr. SPEAKER 
Johnson ).—Order! 
ber is not making a personal explanation. 

Mr. James Pace—No; it is a matter 
of privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER. — Will thie honorable 
member for South Sydney resume his seat 
for a moment. I have on several oc- 
casions intimated that it is a gross breach 
of the Standing Orders for any honor- 
able member to interrupt the Speaker 
when he has risen to address the House. 

Mr. Ryan.—Can we not move for an 
extension of the time for the debate? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—WNot = at present; 
and I repeat that, in any case, it is not in 
order, while the Speaker is on his feet, 
to suggest ‘such a course. The time 
allotted under the Standing Orders to the 
discussion of this matter has now expired. 
Actually, the time should have expired 
at 1 p.m., when the sitting was suspended. 
The Prine Minister, however, had_ se- 
cured special leave to conclude his re- 
marks after the resumption of the sitting. 
~The debate cannot be carried further, and 
it is now too late to move an extension, 
which must be granted before the expira- 
tion of the time limit. It seems to me 





(Hon. W. Elliot 


Ma ab! 


The honorable mem- 


‘is sold in London, they would be in a 


profits to the Government, 














bate the andeticn: A pe egy pe: na- - 
tion can be made only if any hor elie: 
member has been misrepresented or mis- 
understood in connexion with so) ‘eee 7 
that has transpired. Dee 

Mr. Ritey.—Perhaps I made a ‘mis. 
take. in seeking to make .a personal.ex- — ay 
planation, for what I ra apie: ae: 
leave to make a statement, 

Mr. SPEAKER.—A statement, can ie 
only be made by leave of the House. — a SPUN 
it the pleasure of the House that the — 
honorable member have*leave to. make a 
statement ? 

Mr. Hie¢s.—There may be other fina 
orable members who desire to make state- 
ments, and I suggest to the Prime Min- — 
ister (Mr. Hughes) that he could get over 
the difficulty by moving the suspension 
of the Standing Orders: This, I think)”. 
would be agreed to unanimously, and " i 
permit. of the continuation of the debate. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Leave can only ‘be | 
granted by the unanimous concurrence of — 
the House. Is there any objection to the ~ 
honorable member for South Sydney (Mr ~ te if 
Riley) having leave to make a statement} 
Leave granéed, 


Mr, RILEY (South Sydney) [2. 33] a 
thank the House for giving me leave te | 
make a statement. I was pointing’ out 
‘hat this industry in my district is greatly — 
handicapped, even under the agreement. — 
If those interested were allowed to buy ~ 
their wool here at the price at which wool. 
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better position than, they are now, when 
they have to give 80 per cent. or their 
For instance, 
if ean were oo. here at £30, ane on Wi 


beats, it would hake more Dts than : | 
is at present, ae as a per cent. 


i bus Caberpoielti 4 


Mr. Hower R.—Have those people no 


duoc gat 

Mr. RILEY.—I pa ot that the 
have not. They were much handica 
in the war, before which the indu stry y 


tracts to aie J apan ‘with a tops—— 
Mr. Tupor. Nisanad. is another ap 
that ! y 
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i The British Government, in 
unetion with the Australian Govern- 
ent, asked F. W. Hughes and Company 
‘increase the price of wool tops to 
apan, with a view to ‘protecting the 


tition of that country, and a condition 
was that all the profit from that increased 
price should go to the Conimonwealth 
Government. This company was in, the 
habit of buying sheep-skins, with the wool 
n, direct from the. abattoirs, but the 
Wool Committee stepped in, and said 
| notwithstanding that the company 
bought the live sheep and the skins be- 
onged to the company, the Committee 
ed the extra profit on the wool taken 
fi the skins. What an absurd position ! 
he result, is that the company has been 
ied up for over two years, and men and 
omen thrown out of employment. I 
‘have not heard the honorable member for 
Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) say much about 
ese men and women, but he has said 
ch about the ‘‘poor squatters,’’ to 
Be hom I do not wish any harm, but who, 
in my opinion, are quite able to bear the 





" 


y have started under the new agree- 

We have no right to make any 
any sign an agreement which they 
wish to sign, and F. W. Hughes 
d Company were perfectly right in re- 
an agreement that did not do them 





Bo... pe Mares i 
t Marrickville, in New South Wales, 
jhere are large woollen mills, the proprie< 
tors of which buy their wool at the flat 
4 of 154d. for the purpose of manu: 


Into cloth—— — 3 | 
Austin CHapman.—tIt is. good 





oo 


RILEY.—It is, and it is sent 


fe ronor.—No, if is not. <- 
RILEY.—A member of this 
as seen the cloth in America. 
‘upor.—I have asked the Minis- 
‘rade and Customs (Mr. Greene), 
ssures me that none of the cloth 
peverseas, ih ve a Gabe 
ILEY.—I do not care what the 
le member asked, or what the 
Trade pd Customs said; I 


; pt Waa eh? = tae j 
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LEY .—W. ae. can hear the 


ritish manufacturer against the compe-. 








Agreement, 


- 


know what I state to be a fact, ‘and my 


word is as good as that of the honorable 
member or of the Minister. The owners 
of the Marrickville mills are allowed to 
export, their cloth to the United States 
of America. The honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) will substantiate me 
in what I am now saying, for he has seen 
this cloth on sale in America as tweed 


made in Australia and regarded as the 
The point is — 
that these manufacturers are not called 


best in the establishment. 


upon to give any extra profit to the Wool 
Pool. They buy in the open market at a 
flat rate, and any profits they make they 
keep for themselves. — _ a 

In Australia, boots are manufactured 
for export, as the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor) will admit. 

Mr. Tupor.—Not many. 

Mr. RILEY.—At any rate, 200,000 or 
300,000 pairs have been ordered in my 
State. . 
Mr. Jownrr.—Have you any reason 
to believe that these Marrickville tweeds 
have been exported since the wool agree- 
ment? _ 

Mr. RELEY.—I cannot say. 

Mr, 


have. 


Jowerr.—I do not think they - 


925 


Mr. RILEY.—The point is that these «- 


manufacturers are making enormous pro- 
fits on their cloth, and no part of these 
profits go to the pool. sp RRS 
Mr. Jowanrr.—tThey are not exporting 
the cloth. sae: 
Mr. RILEY.—If they are charging 
the same price for local consumption as 
for export, they 


However, the manufacturer of boots buys 


are making huge profits, | 


“his leather from the Australian tanner at ae 


a flat rate, and no part of the profits 
made go to the Government. Why dis- 


¢eriminate between the wool-top manufac- 


turer and the manufacturer of cloth or 
boots? The wool industry has had to 
fight the meat combines of New South 
Wales, and has been the means of keep- 
ing down the price of mutton in many 
cases. Every effort has been made *to 
cripple this industry. 
- Mr, Prowsr—That is not the point. 
Mr. RILEY.—What is the point? 


Ay 


Mr. Prowsz.—The point is the taking 


of the profits by the Government. 
Mr. RILEY.—I accept the statement 


of the Prime Minister that the Govern- 
ment had acquired the wool: SC Ay Satin 
My. Jowzrr—No, no! | ae 
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Mr. RILEY. Uae to hey agree- 
"ment, as read by the Prime Minister, 
we have acquired the wool; buteven if 
it be the property of the Australian 
Government, the British Government has 
no right to half the profits. 4 The 
point ie impress on the House is that 
here we have an Australian industry, 
using Australian raw material, and, be- 
cause it is doing so, it is compelled ’ to 
give 80 per cent. of the Phen to the 
Government. 

We find men in this House who. are 

‘up against’? Australian industry, who 
say, “We do not object to the agree- 
ment, but let the profits come into the 
Wool: Pool.’’ The ‘‘ poor, squatters,’’ of 
whom we have heard as scarcely able to 


struggle on, have been doing little dur-— 


ing the war but obtain great profits. 

Mr. McWutr1ams.—You were defend- 
ing the squatters last week! 

Mr. RILEY.—Of course, they have a 
right to get what profits they can, 

Mr. Fentron.—Why not place all wool 
manufacturers on the same basis? 

Mr. RILEY.—I am prepared to do 
‘that. There is nothing wrong in allow- 
ing them to buy at a flat rate, and export 
at the world’s price; but because they 
are able to get a higher price for their 
manufactured article, we find the honor- 
able member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) 
and his friends insisting that the. pro- 
ducers of the wool should get the profit. 

Mr. Prowsz.—So they should. 

Mr. RILEY.—The~ manufacturer, by 
his processes, adds to the value of the 
tops, and he, and not the wool grower, is 
entitled to the profits. 

Mr. Fenron.—I have wool-top manu- 
_facturers in my constituency, and I must 
see that they are given the same ue 

‘A edged ”? security ! 

Mr. RILEY.—AII can be piveot: on the 
same footing. I hope the agreement will 
be continued; and in any case it is only 
for about three months. 

Mr. PROWSE.—I desire to iv leave 
to make a statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Is it the pleasure ‘of 


Pai House that the honorable member 


| ae leave to make a statement? 
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et: PURCRI LE —I- object. 


“ORDER. OF BUSINESS. 


‘Mr SPEAKER ‘(Hon W.. Elliot. 


J ohnson) Under the Standing Orders, . 
i when . a motion for the. ad [ong of 


ASA 


of six hours from the receipt of the 


an “average delay of six hon nh enh 


we only been 70 per conta 


. ena of one ried 


by the Britich i 





















the Hee ie oe dispos 
of the Day should, p 
os on. But the 


Heron calling on ie Ord, 
I propose, with the cc 1 
honorable members, to 7 tha 
tice on the present oce Bion, \ 1 









































Mr. BELL ankeae Pale 
General, upon notico— aK Ae 
ae CN 
1. Whether: it is a fact that the Be 
cable is the busiest line 
wealth? ‘st 
2.18 (ibyal fact: ihage busines on this i 
has increased 300 per cent. in recent ye 
3. Has the Department eed f 
crease of business? Rs Nae 
4. Is it a fact that there is an ave 


in Melbourne till delivery in Launcest 
ton to Sues 


of early tachi’ k a are li 

6. Is it a fact that a T 
tract, signed over five Years ey is. 
operation? . ie elles ih, 

7. Was the reunen subsidy “giver 
condition that there would be a “seco mn 
gana provided? {td ae Lpaees: | 


Mr. WISE.—The epling to the 


hes) 


1. No. 
No. 


3. The Department has p 
crease in business which has — ‘ 
4. No. According to the tra fic retur a! 
on the Launceston- Vier ce circuit, 
February, out of a total of 350 telegram t 
mitted, only eleven “messa eS exceeded 
minutes in transmission time, in 
line being responsible for thei 
5. The volume of traffic 
consideration. being given in this 
6. Yes. APE on a 
7. An increased | subsidy ‘is provid 
the condition mentioned, 
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Police Foren 2 199 























In re event of an em tration being held 


neral’s Department, will “ reject ” volunteers 
allowed to compete? 

2. Is it the intention of the Department to 
replace with returned soldiers “reject” volun- 
teers bie have gained phere present positions 


3. On fs A footing do “ “rejects” ” stand with 
returned soldiers? . 


Mr. WISE. Rs eine Common- 
. wealth Public Service | | Sea has 


te hy aki he | 
a Ri An answer to this fr eticn. cannot be 
if ae in oe 1 aaa form, and it is suggested 


eee ieee is no provision - in the Public Ser- 
mi vice et for “reject” volunteers to receive 
i waa treatment. i i 











oly te 1. Whether the Wyndham. peedio station has 
ry _ sufficient. power to communicate with Darwin 
and Broome at all periods of the rear 

2. If not, why? 4 
3. What was the reason justifying the in- 
_ stallation of the Wines radio station 18 
te i gs inland? . 


| severe i oapapher: ies 2 prowl 
tee ‘The selectors of the site considered at the 
_ time that this was the nearest site to Wyndham 
“to. Atoid: interference ‘by Ratural obstacles.’ 













i ‘COMMONWEALTH POLICE — 
; FOROE. 


| ‘ RYAN asked the Attorney-Gene- 
“upon notice— 
? eee is the Commissioner or Acting-Com- 


hee or aber: under the Bivection 
ontrol of the Commissioner or Acting- 
ioner of Commonwealth Police? 


JOSEPH COOK (for Mr. 
}—The answers to the honorable 
questions are as follow :— 


There is no Commissioner or Act- 
After the resignation of 


returned soldiers, — in the Postmaster- 


Hees ee of the 


_ Defence Department, was temporarily author- 


ized to exercise the functions of the Commis- 
sioner, for the purpose of supervising the 
eradual reduction of the Force. 

3. One. 


LAND TAX DUES. 
Mr, LAZZARINI asked the Acting 


‘Treasurer, wpon notice— 


Whether, in view of the Commonwealth’s 
financial position, he will take immediate steps 
to see that the £765,760; Commonwealth land 
tax ahd fines outstanding between the years 
1911 to 1919 is collected “at once ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Steps are 


being taken to collect the outstanding tax 
and fines, 


SUGAR IMPORTATIONS. 


Mr. TUDOR asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 
1, How many tons of sugar were imported 


by the Commonwealth Government from the 
30th June, 1919, to date? 


2. From what countries has this sugar been 
imported ? 


3. How much per ton was paid f.o.b.? 
4. What has it cost for freight? - 


Mr. GREENE.—The information — Is 
being obtained. 


4 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Pay or DivistonaL Rerurnine OFrFIcers 
—Suow Day Hoxrimay: Vicrorrm— 
PAYMENT oF Bonuvs. ei 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY asked the 


Minister for Home and Territories, upon 
notice— 


Whether, in view of the very arduous extra 
duties imposed upon the Divisional Returning. 
Officers of the Commonwealth, as the result of 
the preferential system of voting in respect — 


of both the’ Honse of Representatives and the 


Senate at the recent Federal elections, and the 
simultaneous taking of the referendums, it is 
proposed to grant a special allowance to these 
officers in recognition of their exacting labours 


after official hours which .their duties necessi- 
tated ? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH (for Mr. Poyn- 
ton).—The duties performed by Divi- 
sional Returning Officers at the recent 


Federal elections and referendums are 


those appertaining to the position. The 
status and salaries of those officers were 
recently reviewed and increased, regard — 
being had to the additional responsibili- 
ties imposed upon them consequent upon 
the introduction of a preferential system 
of voting. | 


Beer eee So Oe 
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ister, wpon notice— 


Eight Hours Day; will the Prime Minister 


arrange for Show Day to be again observed © 


as one of the twelve public holidays for Com- 
- monwealth public servants in Victoria? 


_ Hueues).—The matter will be ‘con- 
sidered by the Government. at a later 

date. . 
Mr. TUDOR asked the Prime Min- 


ister, wpon notice— Ae 


In connexion with the £10 bonus recently~ 


granted ‘to certain Commonwealth pubpic ser- 

 vants as from the Ist August last, will the 
Prime Minister issue instructions that’ pay- 
ment be made before the Easter holidays, as 
the award, has now been tabled thirty days, 
in accordance with requirements? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (for Mr. 
‘ Hvenes)—Every endeavour will be 


made to pay, before Easter, the bonuses 

in connexion with which copies of the 

_ Awards will have lain on the table for 
thirty days. : 


AUSTRALIA HOUSE. 
Usz as 4 Dance Hatt. 


Mr. BRUCE asked the Prime Min- 


ister— ; 

ha 1. Whether it is a fact that the great hall 

th of Australia House in London is being: let 

for the purpose of holding social entertain- 

ments not directly conneeted with the welfare 

of Australia and the advancement ‘of Aus- 
tralian interests? 

2, Whether his attention has been drawn ‘to 

a statement published in one of the Melbourne 

daily papers to the following effect :—“Now 

‘that the troops have been repatriated, how- 

ever, it goes somewhat against the grain to 

‘see the hall being handed over to dance pro- 


-- moters, and to be met, upon entering the 


‘building, by flaring posters advertising the 
_. holding of ‘exclusive’ dayces (which every one 
> Knows are not 
nesdys, Fridays, and Saturdays, at 6s. 6d. per 
head, with ‘Corelli Windeatt’s Jazz Band’ as 
an added attraction’? pen! 

8. Whether he will take steps to see that 
“s guch practice, if it is in existence, is diseon- 
tinued, and that the present uses to which 
this representative building is being put are 
vie immediately discontinued?) 
Sir | JOSEPH COOK (for. Mr. 
 Hvewzs)—I do mot know whether the 
ay Prime Minister has seen this answer, but 
J shall take the risk of reading 1t— 














‘The Prime Minister’s attention has been’ 
drawn to the press statement referred to by the 
MY. An intimation was some 
little time ago received from the High Commis-— 
_ sioner’s office that the Cinematograph Hall at 


honorable member. 


on f 
vj ape eens 


tn , " de AM fis aes win ie 
- , (' rae 





As Anzac Day fall on the same day as 


JOSEPH. COOK - (for Mr> 


exclusive) on Mondays, Wed-. 


| (for | My. 


~ inclusive? . 


1) 0s ah. Ul de Tey Cun eis i eta eh tee , nF Liisi ae 
aes be N , % Kid 4 Teva yy, APE rl> ta ye 
tithe hn ee : 7 \ , { 3 is oat od 
‘ 4 : Pa a = abe } che? Te? Oy 
her 7" woes) 1 Ae 









































‘‘ Australia House ’’ was b 
dances, &c., when not require 
poses. This matter,) wi 
with the administration o 
will be the subject of i 
honorable the Treasurer 
Great Britain. _ Hig! 
a a 


SHIPMENT OF * 


the honorable member for Wann 
Rodgers) asked me the followin 
tions Sea ae Tea 
1. Will the Government 1 
portion of the space on vessels of they 
monwealth line of steamers for the shi 
of Majo tallow, which is the proc 
meat killed on behalf of mperia 
ment? ae fs Si * 
_ 2, What quantity of tallow from ea 
has been carried. on vessels of the 
wealth line of steamers? 
3. Is it possible for the Commonwe 
vernment to make arrangements for freig 
be granted on vessels other than those 
tioned in paragraph (No. 1) for the shij 
of Victorian tallow, which is the prod 
meat killed on behalf of the Imiperia 
ment? ~ es . ete 
4. What is the last date upor i 
ment of space of oversea shipping wa 
for Victorian tallow? # 
Answers to questions 1 and 2 were 
furnished; and I am now able to st 
the honorable member with the followm: 
additional information:— mero 
3. In view of cabled advice from the 
tary of State to the effect that the S 
Controller cannot assist in the - alloca 
shipping space for tallow; the answer i 


RUBBER TYRES, 


tions :-—_ Pai ah las 
1. Will he obtain fro 


also provides a statement | 
at which the Australian tyr 
sold their tyres in New Zealand . 
‘ tralia during the period named? 
2. What duty is imposed upon n 
/3, What is the value of goods exp 
the Australian rubber compan s of 
manufacture, to New Zealand 
far East; the prices at whi 
exported during the period 































; , is the ie of’ the tyres pamyariad 
into Meas lia in 1919 and the actual sum of 
uty collected, and.what rate does the duty 
ollected Yepresent on an ad valorem basis 
re factory cost? 


oe with the. i dilosting eae 


om tion | 


‘A ‘The price-lists tee for are not available, 
eat a ormation obtained shows that so far 
: company is concerned, the New Zea- 
ist prices during 1918- 19 have been 


_ New Zealand shows prices approximately 17 
per cent. higher than the Australian list.. As 

a re other company, the New Zealand list 
pri es. oe been during 1918 in some cases 
4 Tist prices, but since early: in 1919 the New 
_ Zealand list-prices: nar been much higher in 


2. None. 

3. Particulars of wibiey fete and tubes are 
ot specified in the export statistics, but are 
neluded in the general heading of “Rubber 
Be acre Hg vg information asked for 





ae Awards or orders ees hy she Common- 
wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration, and other documents, in the fol- 
lowing cases :— 

Peiusirelian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Officers Association— 
Dated 5th March, 1920. — 
Australian Letter arriers Associa- 
eres Srd March, 1920 (2). 


nde or berate a waiek I anh: 
itted in writing last night, the debate 
on which was adjourned. It was— 


That the ruling of Mr. Speaker—That the 
pet in its present form was -out of 
rd “as it transgre sed the established rule 
i the anticipation of amendments which 
; ould be moved in Committee could not be em- 
died in an amendment to a motion for the 
Ce of a Bill—be sian from. 


Tee? ‘Manon, one 


ist prices, but a “new list recently issued for | 
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WAR GRATUITY BILL. 
Seconp Reapre. 


Debate. resumed from 25th Mate 
(wde page 881), on motion by Mr. 
Hvexues— 


* 


That this Bill be now read a second time, 


Mr. MARKS (Wentworth) [2.53].— 
With a sigh of relief I say, “ At last.’ 
I was listed to speak on this Bill at 11 
o'clock this morning, and I rise to do 
so at 2.53 p.m. But perhaps it is a case 
of “better late than never.’ Noxdoubt 
the censure motion submitted by honor- 
able members opposite, and that moved 
by our friends in the corner, were very 
interesting and important, and no doubt 
the discussion of the wool tops question — 
was interesting and important, as. also 
was the debate on the motion to dissent 
from Mr. Speaker’s ruling; but: where — 
would we have been had it not been for 
the fact that the war was won through 
the prowess of the Allied troops, and more 
especially Australian soldiers? As a 
member of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, 
and as one of the council of that body 
for a considerable time, [ have during | 
the last few days talked to many — 
“diggers” in the gallery and in the 
streets, and I can tell honorable members 
that these men do not appreciate the 
delay that is taking place in getting this 
Bill through. As the only member of 
the Federal Parliament who served with 
His Majesty’s Navy throughout the war, 
I feel that a good deal of responsibility 
rests on my shoulders regarding any — 
matter that comes before the House deal- — 
ing with the Navy. The consideration — 
of this Bill makes my responsibility in — 
this regard all the greater, because within 
the last few days wires have been for- 
warded to me from all parts of Australia — 
as to the position of the Royal Australian — 


” 


Brigade staff and the Royal Australian 


Brigade itself. As a rule, new members — » 
have cértain ambitions, iid one of mine i 
was that I should not see my name ap i 
pearing in the much- -despised Hansard. 
but if my name is to appear in Bona i ; 
in connexion with any measure it is the © 
War Gratuity Bill. With a few excep: 3 
tions, to which I shall refer later, it is a 

fair Bill, and carries out the promises . 
made by ‘the Prime Minister during many — 


aoe back. As to lsametnater it was aN 











930° War Gratuity 


Honined Sailors and Soldiers Tupetial 


‘League or the Prime Minister who first 
started the ball rolling is a side issue. 


I know that this month last year, when 
I was on the other side of the world, the 
matter was in the mind of the Prime 
Minister, but undoubtedly it is the Re- 
‘turned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League that has brought us to the present 
‘position. 
on bringing forward such a liberal méa- 
sure. The “digger” and the “ digger ” 
galt did not leave Australia to go across 
the far oceans and fight on the fields of 
Palestine, Gallipoli, France, and Belgium 


for a gratuity. . When I was in Paris, at 


the Hotel Majestic this month last year, 
I met the Prime Minister and his able 
colleague, the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook), also Sir Robert Garran, 
and Mr. Deane, who were doing magni- 
 ficent work in keeping up Australia’s end. 
I also met a French general, who did not 
know that I was an Australian, seeing 
that I was in a British uniform, but 
said, “The fighting of the men from 
Australia was magnificent, particularly 
' at Neuve CHapelle and at the saving of 
France for the second time at Amiens. 
France will never forget what these men 
. did” But these men did not put up that 
heroic fight in defence and attack for the 
sake of a gratuity. They wernt away 
for one thing only, and that was to fight 
for the Empire and the flag which we 
returned men adore, and in particular for 
Australia and the honour of their women. 
They fought to keep their women folk 
free from that awful raping which took — 
place in France and Belgium. I could 
tell many a story of that, but this is not 
the time. Clause 8 tells us 
Commonwealth are paying this gratuity. 
Certain words in it, which ought to be 
printed in letters of gold, tell us that it | 
A to. bet.* 
wealth in recognition of honorable ser- 
vices during the war with Germany and 
he ne Allies.” 

- Before dealing with the naval side of 
' the question, I would like to reply 
- to one or two. statements from 
honorable members opposite. The 
- Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 

and others have said, “Pay the 
gratuity. in cash,” 
to move an. amendment with that end in 








pf . Marks, 





I congratulate the Government 


why the 


‘a free gift by the Common- 


and they propose — 


‘ hee: | They say if the war had Lek for 









































death, and for which we 
the money,’ and the 
the Commonwealth with 
in the form of a war eratnity, | 


= 


a to its canna men. 
aa: that men pox were 


a 


rate of ls, reel diem. A 
_ There are other points to which dhe on- 
orable member referred, and as to whi a; 
am quite in agreement with him. I | 
with honorable members of the Oppositi 
in many statements they have made as to 
hard cases untouched by the Bill, but — 
‘there are even harder cases than thos : 
which reference has been made by th 
Let me tell the House of a case that 
been before the Repatriation Departm 
and which I also brought before the 
sistant Minister for Defence (Sir Gran: 
Ryrie), but in which no relief” can 
eranted. It is that of a man late pi 


rate. and who went to one or: our davis sailing 
to enlist. Whilst riding from one hut . 
another in the camp his horse rolled | 
him and ruptured him internally. Dt 
a terrible case. The man has a wife an 
several children, and they are starvin *f 
They have one empty room, without f 
niture, gas, or heat appliane s, which h 
been placed at their disposal y neig 
bours, and they have nothing to eat § 
sad which the nesta are. able t 





Sg 


provision ee be made for hans : Cova | 
‘this kind might be given ad "ib hee nn met) 
Government. cannot cover any of them | 
under this Bill, since fe e A 
end to attempts of the kind. 


i ilcded to the further, pected: 
‘deprivation of the gratuity c 
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art of it, I would direct his attention 


very wide provision authorizing the pre- 
- _ seribed authority in certain cases to waive 
-  debarment from the gratuity. It reads— 
Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
section, if the preseribed authority is satisfied 
that in any individual case, having regard to 
the meritorious service rendered by the mem- 
ber, or such other circumstance as the pre- 
> -__ geribed authority thinks sufficient, it is in- 
_—--—s equitable that any gratuity, which would, but 
for this section, have been payable, should be 
- qwithheld, the prescribed authority may autho- 
~*~ -rize the payment of the whole gratuity, or of 
such part of it as the prescribed authority 
thinks sufficient. — 
I congratulate the Government upon that 
_ provision, since it gives very wide powers 
to that somewhat unknown entity the 
~ ** prescribed authority.” ‘The definition 
_. clause tells us that “ war gratuity” means 
-. “a war gratuity under this Act,’’ which 
is very enlightening, and I fail to see why 
-. it should not set out what is meant by 
the “ preseribed authority.” It has been 
- determined, I understand, that the pre- 
- seribed authority shall consist of a Board 
of three members, one nominated by the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League and the other two by the Govern- 
_ ment. We should include in the’ defini- 
"tion clause a statement of, not the -per- 
- sonnel, but the composition of the Board. 
I am told that the regulations which will 
be duly made by the Governor-General 
will deal with the matter. I do not wish 
to hold myself out for one moment as a 
_ constitutional lawyer, ‘because already in 
_ this House I have seen two honorable 
members engaged In a somewhat wordy 
combat on a question of constitutional 
Jaw, but as a solicitor of some years’ 
_ standing I certainly feel that in. con- 
‘nexion with almost every Bill passed 
by the Parliament too much is left to re- 
_ gulations. I am sick and tired of regu- 
lations. People come to my office in Syd- 
ney for advice, and I have always‘to turn 
up regulation after regulation 
Sir Joszpn Coox.—And receive 7s, 9d. 
for reading them. _ 
> Mr. MARKS.—Not always. The fee is 
booked up, but is sometimes unpaid. The 
_. Government might very well consider the 
___ desirableness of defining in the Bill itself 
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pendants of those who were killed at the 
Front will not have any deduction from 
their pensions because of the payment of 
the gratuity. I think we are all agreed 
on that point. The honorable member 
for Dalley (Mr. Mahony). said the other 
day that I knew something concerning 
the Royal Australian Naval Brigade. I 
certainly do. I have a very great ad- 
miration for the magnificent work that 
has ‘been done on the Australian 
coast—in our harbors as well as out- 
side, and on shore, by the members of the 
Royal Australian Naval Brigade and 
staff. I should like, for the information 
of honorable members and the general 
public, to show what is the full meaning 
of clause 3, which relates to the Naval 
Forces. I have here a précis which will 
help honorable members in dealing with 


the clause, and for assistance in prepar- 


ing which I have to tender my thanks 
to the Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 
Cook) and the Navy Board. I-saw some 
of our sea-going personnel at work in the 
North Sea, and [ have something to say 
regarding our middies, or “snotties,” as 
they are called, who went from Jervis 
Bay to join the Grand Fleet at the end of 
1916, or at the beginning of 1917. A 
celebratéd Admiral one morning said to 
me, “These are bonny lads, Marks, that 
Australia has sent.us from its training 
college at Jervis Bay. They are so good, 
and their training has been so excellent 
that we have plussed them a year in their 
course towards a sub-lieutenancy.” Is it 
not magnificent to find that we have here 
lads with that sea sense and atmosphere 
which is so necessary to us as an island — 
power ? | 


The précis to which I have referred, 
sets out that the “sea-going personnel” of 
our Naval Forces manned the fighting 
ships in the North Sea and elsewhere. 
The “permanent Royal Australian Navy 
(Sea-going)” was comprised’ of officers. 
appointed permanently, and men enlisted — 
for specific periods—generally five or 
seven years—to man the sea-going fight- 


ing fleet. Then we have the “Royal Aus- “ 
tralian Naval Reserve (Sea-going).” 
These are officers of the mercantile 


marine, ete., who perform training in — 
sea-going ships in peace, and who in time — 
of war automatically become part of the — 
personnel to man the sea-going fighting — 
fleet. The conditions of employment in — 


J 
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Bis 


war ee are the same as ioe fs Royal 


Australian Navy. What will these men 


receive by way of gratuity? Those who 
a had- sea service, which means something - 
more than service on the coast, will re- 
NeW A ls. 6d. per diem from the date of 
_ taking up duty on a sea-going ship to the 
28th June, 1919. For those with no sea 


service a gratuity at the rate. of ls. per 


diem will .be allowed with a maximum 





Tingira and at the Naval College and 
_ naval depots will, I understand, partici- 
: pate in the gratuity of 1s. per diem. a 
am slightly in doubt.as to the position 


of those in the naval depots. I take it 


that the men at the depots who will re- 
 eelve 1s. per diem by way of gratuity are 
_ those of the sea-going forces whom I have 

just mentioned, and who for the time 


being are at the Naval College or in our 
naval depots. As I shall point out 


later on, the’ Royal Australian Naval 


Brigade staff and the men themselves. 


are at the depdt at Rusheutters Bay, and 
so far as I can see under this Bill they 
will not receive anything. The next 
body of men to come under the Bill are 
the naval members of the naval and 


military force sent to -Rabaul. It is 


right that they should receive the gra- 
tuity. The stunt was an excellent one. 
‘They will receive a gratuity on the basis, 
of 1s, 6d. per diem from date of embarka- 
tion to the 28th June, 1919. We next 


have the Royal Australian Naval Bri- 


 gade_ staff, which consisted mainly of 
a officers and men employed in administra- 
tive positions or in connexion with the 
instruction of the Citizen Forces; the | 
Royal Australian Radio Service—naval 


_ —vequired to man shore stations, whose 


‘services were not utilized in Hat -gea- 
going fleet; and the Royal Australian — 
- Naval Brigade, comprising the old Nayal 
- Reserve and compulsory trainees under 


















or defence, examination ‘service, 2 ouards 
nm “wharf, ships, _ wireless telegraph 


non part of ship’s company’ of H.M.A, 
ships and patrols; (2) gun-layers on 
‘med merchant vessels : (3) naval ‘Sig: 
nalmen on merchant’ vessels (4) mine-) 





ointed for permanent duty on shore, | 





except from last demobili ation to 


at Paiiea of 184 days. The men in the 


the Naval Defence Act. ‘These are gene- 
rally” allocated to, and utilized for, har- 


stations, ‘ete.; but approximately 200 to 


300 were drafted to sea-going ships as. 


sweepers. Finally, we have persons ap- 


o Ne man _ who had sea service. the 










































echimity me Be.” i 6 
1s. 6d. per ve ‘sae a 3 


be made only re ihe nen : 
during which the member receiv 
that is to say, periods whils demobi 


June, 1919, do not count. Oe: 
wee have set out the duties of t 

Australian Naval Brigad 
I should like to strengthen tl 
by reading from a signe 

have here from the chief p 
etc., and which relates, I t i 
to yaa in the Naval Depot, E 
but to the various R.A.N.B. de 6 
ae Australia coast. | ee L 


On chek Prcsthiens of. ny: 
man on the staff serving here volunteers 
active service. Some were allowed to 
the understanding that the others pe 
their duties while away, the remainde 
told that their services could not be spa 

During the war the staff were employ: 
* the following duties, whieh, had “we no 
available, would probably - have had | to 4 
. formed by members of the sea- “ih 
yiz.:—Manning the port war signal 
the battery, and Nos. 1 and 2 exami 
steamers; taking charge of all Germ 
Austrian prize ships — captured eae 
here; doing sack in connexiol 




























We also desire to Dee out th 
our staff were velar in outsic 


Sie Josmpx Gils hore 50) 
the gratuity, 
. Mr. MARKS.— > ae 
The gratuity is being paid te the 1 
to. men who were in naval estal 


ships who never went to sea, wh 
of the above staff have not beet 


these men ee So abl 


Oana cases, 
of aa ea cy 
whos went tanta 















































a fit frot ans date: of in 


i 


'g 

tralian Naval B 
eered for active service, and did patrol- 
ng work outside the ports, excluded? 
Why should not those who worked in 
yur Re taits and off the coast performing 


duties I have mentioned get a 


ak the, Government by way 


eA th thao ail men. ‘should 20 abroad, 


Lip’ ne u i 





oe one who deserved it. I should like 
see those who went as representatives 
the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
1 ands the TAMA HO workers, too, get 


= MARKS —T ae agree that fay 
. at. Then there are the women of 


(Mr. Marr) referred. 
a did glorious work. But to extend 
the gratuity to-all deserving cases would 

Wee t the country £50,000,000,. and we 

d not afford ‘the money. Under 

3, sub-clause 1, paragraph b, a 

y of Is. a day is to” be paid. £0 


vet the Royal ean Naval 


n “i Brideda! rien who did go to | 


-ARKS. —Of eourse, I accept the 
8 assurance, but I should like 


| SEPT Coox.—It i is in the Bill. 


ARKS.—I have not discovered 
come into the Bill, though I 


Tong. Lie 





) e date of his dis- 
hy, then, e men of. the Royal 
rigade who volun- 


gratwity of Is. a day? I put thane illus- 


men, who did go | to sea, are ex- 


me it. pen Ns | 





the Minister says, they are included. 
Coming to the details of this measure, 


the definition of dependants raises an im- 
portant point. 


I do not know whether 
honorable members know that “ poor old 
father ” is‘left out altogether. ‘The Bill 
speaks of dependants as meaning the 
wife or widow and children. Father or 


_ widower should be inserted in provisions 
such as clause 18, sub-clause 1, Perngyare i 


b, and paragraph @. 


Mr. SPEAKER—The - en 


aseless to argue Me ete further, if, as oe 








member may. not now discuss the clauses — 
of the measure; he must confiné his Teri 


marks to its general principles, 


Mr. : 
these matters 
There are 


further - 


with them, too, in Cait 


The hond#able wenher for Conk (Mr. 


J, H. Catts) made certain remarks about 
the honorable member for 
(Mr. Fleming). 
engaged during the war in growing ecab- 
bages on the other side of the world. 
Had the honorable member known what 


MARKS:.—Then I shall refer to 
in Committee. 


some other matters about 
which I intended to speak, but I shall deal , 


Robertson “ 
He spoke of him being - 


T was doing, he might have had a “ digi? 5 


at me, too, perhaps, because many atime _ 
on. the Belgian and French coasts | took 
off my coat and vest and painted the ship 


with the men, and did other dirty work; 


because there was little daylight, and we : 


had to carry on for all we were worth in” 4 
I am proud — 


the time at our disposal. 


that I did that, and the honorable mem- — 


ber for Robertson should be proud that 
Many a 


he helped to grow cabbages. 


time, when mine-sweeping in the North — 


Sea, we had little to eat, and were pretty 
hungry, and the onder was given that 
- vegetables must be grown where possible, _ 
and everything done to increase the food 
I regret that jibes should: be — 


supply. ) 
made against returned men. They hurt, 
and I am sure that, other honorable mem- 


bers knowing that, will drop them. AsI 
said in my pth Ol speech ‘the other day, 


we should all pull ‘together. 


I wish to reply also to a remark from 
the same quarter about the war gratuity 
and the. elections. 
Hall I remember saying ‘something about 


At the 


the payment of a gratuity. 


Sir Josern. Coox. You made a jolly a) 


fine wii 





Coronation — 






a. 
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hte MARKS. — I found that refer ~ 


ences to the gratuity fell very flat when 
addressed to the “diggers” as an induce- 
ment to them to vote for any party. One 
could address hundreds of men in’ the 
- Wentworth electorate and not get a ques- 
tion about the gratuity. 
it was heard in silence, showing that the 
votes of the “ diggers” were not to be 
bought. | 
_ However, I do not wish to delay the 
Bill or to prevent other members from 
speaking this afternoon. I am glad to 
have had the admission of the Minister 
for the Navy that those for whom I spoke 
are to receive recognition. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN 


to speak at length, because it seems to me 
that we have had 400 much talk about 
this gratuity. 
Sir Josepn Coox.—tThis is, after all, 
a Committee measure. - 
. Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Yes. It 
is about the details of the proposal that 
we disagree, and some of us must be 
content to disagree. I, for one, think 
that the gratuity should be paid in cash, 
but I have to be practical, and ask my- 
self how coulda we get the necessary 
money. There are, of course, methods of 
raising the money. I believe that a big 
lottery loan would secure what we want. 
_ Again, much as I am opposed to compul- 
sion, I think that it would be a fair thing 
to make some of the big “ money-bags ” 
who have not yet subscribed to our war 
loans contribute. If there is-one reason 
more than another that would justify 
compulsion, it is this gratuity. I know, 
of course, that it is difficult.to reach these 
people. Yet with the machinery avail- 
able to the Government some attempt 
might have been made. It is scandalous 
that men of moderate means and working 
men borrowed money to subscribe to war 
loans while some men with tens of 
thousands in the bank did not put 
up a penny. The Government should 
have made them contribute something, 
and it is not yet too late to do so. I am 
) in hearty accord with the proposal to do 
-a fair thing by the soldiers. I regret 
ve this proposal has been. dragged in 
Hy: - the mud, both here and in the country, 
Roe at, the “digger” could be bought. The 


iy 


" last speaker made it clear that the 



















(REPRESE PNTATIVES, 


-ques- the Government has baal 
Any mention of 


(Eden- | 
Monaro) [38.21].—It is not my intention ~ 


and sulleue uci Hap feany hee at fr. 
Fleming), who enlisted and went to_ 


“was no compulsion on him to enli 


to members on this side of the Ts 


honorable member has a great deal 
say. ie was. Be not at the oe 


speak. 


for the same reason as I v 
because I was not able 1 
fair question to put to any 
in this poh Ale Peery 
ee digger % cannot, be bought, and we ‘all men. on BRO Pies 





i ee 
\ ‘you 


know that. ca think ‘that 
same line of politics as h 
before the war. 


This Ministry did all it 


i 
same, but some of them aia ea 
I am astonished that some of these ae 
the cheek to gibe at men like ‘the last 
speaker. The sight of hi 
ought to make them keep si 
course, there: are lots of — 
are not Deidects bale fi 


Front, is a married man, and proba 
beyond the age of military service. 
he felt the call and went. I know 
he was not put into the fring lin 


quickly as he would have liked. Yet 
has been taunted because che was 
















sido? “ ahs 
Mr, AUSTIN. CHAPMAN. ee | 
a reason for taunting an honorable an 
brave man who did his bit? 4 


Mr. Warxins.—Why sho 
orable member. direct his reproof \ who 


Mr. 
ter. ; ‘ i 
Mr. Gaps.—The honorable membe : 
crowd made it so. ie iene 
Mr. AUSTIN © CHAPMAN. 


ht ye had 


Mr. AUSTIN : CHAPMAN. ts 
















































oi P epoula have heen 
0 go had ‘oe been free to do 
I have told men in my own elec- 
i who had dependants that they had 
‘no right. to go to the Front, that they 
ould do better service in Australia, that 
the soldiers must be fed, and somebody 
. must remain to produce ‘the supplies for 
_ them. I am not taunting any honorable 
besaher with not having gone to the 


been found necessary to make this a party 
iy question. What has been the reason for 
all the talk? Each side has been trying 
make political capital out of the ques- 
tion as to which eee did the bate for 
‘the soldiers. 


_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. Eidos no- 
body can deny: it. I do not apply my 
criticisms to every honorable member op- 
x af posite. The Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr, Tudor) fought as hard for recruit- 

Be ue: as did any man on this side of the 
House. This should 
question at all, and we show bad judg- 
ment if we try to make it so, because it 
indicates that we have a poor opinion of 
the men who fought for us. I do not very 
much like the ‘proposed | form of this 
ratuity. I would like to see something 
etter done for the soldiers, but .the 
rovernment. seem to have done as well as 
can, and that is the test we must 
pply to their proposal. Many of the 
t etails of the measure can be altered in 
For instance, I hope that 
the old-age and invalid pensioners will 
— not be debarred from receiving their full 
oy pensions because the sons they sent: to the 
Ww ‘ar were killed. I also differ from the 
view put forward by the honorable mem- 
ers for Wentworth (Mr. Marks). I do 


oldier who died in camp in ieee ta 
ould receive only Is. per day, whilst the 
it of another man who went to the 
mt receives 1s. 6d. 
gift or an act of charity, but is in 
clation of the men who fought for 
r who showed their willingness to do 
It cannot be given to everybody ; 
area of payment is to be enlarged 
1¢ honorable members suggest, we 
night as well extend the gratuity to 
very man and woman who did patriotic 
during the war. | But the p 
ught not to be withheld from sol. 
mere a agit anny. ie ala 


“Be Aine. 1920, 


Front, but it is a great pity that it has. 


not be a _ party - 


This gratuity is- 


4 


1 








—_—— 
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they did not. get fovea Australia. 1 
know a patriotic father and. mother whose 


camp, the other died on the field of battle. 
Did not each of them die in the defence 
of his eountry?. Why should payment 
of only 1s. per day be made in respect of 
one, and 1s. 6d. in respect of the other? I 
accord all honour to the men who showed 
their willingness to go to the Front. The 
son of the rich man enlisted and fought 
alongside the son of the poor man. Will 
any | honorable member claim that one 
fought better than the other? There 
were no distinctions of social rank or 
politics in the Army; all men fought 
together. Thereby they set an example 
to us in this House. I hope that we 
shall discontinue this bickering and com- 


two sons enlisted—one died in Goulburn o 


bine, independent of party divisions, in > 
the endeavour. to make this Bill as ac- — 
ceptable as possible, so that it may be of | 


the maximum benefit to our soldiers. 


I am sorry that the gratuity has been 
brought forward in this fashion. The 


proper method for the Government to 


have adopted would have been to 
pay the gratuity and risk parliamen- 
tary approval of their action. Some 


men might say that they had no right to 
take that course, but the Government 
have been courageous in other things, and 


they should have had the courage to stake » 


their political lives if they believed that 
the gratuity should be paid. 
as a great pity that the gratuity ques- 
tion should have been dragged in the 
mud, as it has been. 


the boot’’ if I think it is justified, but 
our simple duty to-day is to indorse their 


I regard it. 


I am always ready — 
to give the Government the ‘‘ order of — 


efforts and work amicably together, with ny 
a view to making the gratuity acceptable — 


and beneficial to ‘‘ the diggers. 
lieve that money can be raised to meet 
the requirements of necessitous cases, and 
we have an assurance from the Minister 


a I be- iu 


for the Navy that that will be done. The . 
circumstances of the poor old-age and — 


invalid pensioners should not be: over: 
looked. They are being starved to-day. 


A pension of 15s. per week is not suffi- — 
cient to provide them with the necessaries — 
Yet we, sitting in. our com- © 


of life. 
fortable seats in this House, are prepare 


to allow them to go with their bellies 


half full instead of paying them a Bet 
sion which vould enable them to get a 


square meal. I shall resist to the utmost, 
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the honorable member 
- amendment will be seriously sehen ae 
by the Government. 


-eountry where 


say to us, 


neither is he a coward. 


purposes. 


War Gratuity . 


) any ‘proposal to reduce the pensions of old 


people who lost their sons at the wax. 


- From what I know of the Minister for 
‘the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook), I believe 
‘that if it is necessary to amend the Old- 

age and Invalid Pensions Act, he will 

oI see that that is done. 


Sir Josern- Coox.—I certainly promise _ 
that such an 


Mr. AUSTIN: CHAPMAN. 3 am 
glad to have that jassurance, because 
serious consideration must mean an 


amendment of the Act in the direction of. 


greater generosity to the pensioners. 
There are humble «homes in _ this 
old people have not 
enough food to keep body and_ soul 
together, and I know that serious 
consideration by the Government will 
mean that any proposal to deduct 


two or three shillings from an old-age 


pension because a son lost his life at the 


Front in the fight to keep the flag flying 


and enable ws to live in peace and com- 
fort, will be rejected. 

Whilst there are many portions of the 
Bill with which I am not in love, I be- 
lieve that it represents the best that the 
Government has: been able to do. They 
“This Bill contains what we 
propose to do; if you can better it we 
shall allow you to amend it in Com- 
mittee.’’ 


Mr. Fentron.—I hope they will adopt 
that spirit in Committee. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—There is 
no need to hope. We have the power 
to compel them to do so, but I do not 


think that compulsion will be necessary, 


because honorable members on the Minis- 
terial side think as much of the soldier 
and of the poor pensioners, and of the 
country’s honour, which is at stake, as 


do any other honorable members. I 


know that the Government have had 


 troublous times, and that it is difficult 
to raise money and to pilot measures 
_ through Parliament, especially when they 
are made party questions by honorable 


members on both sides of the House. 


_ Do not forget that the man who thinks 
he can gain votes by making political 
capital out of this question is reckoning 


withcut his host. 'The soldier is not a fool; 

It is cowardly 
to attempt to use the soldier for political 
He knows no party, and he 


i ; a 


CAG WARS NER SE ay 2g Roaeeane hath 
3) _[REPRESENTATIVES.] eh 












will stand by any man who does » 
he thinks is right, ‘regardless oe 
adherence. I hope that the Gove: 
will see that cash is provided for m: 
tous cases, because to many that. 
mean the starting of new homes and ¢ 
more hopeful existence after the terr 
hell they have been one during 
war. | 


inteod ucbion ‘of a er ee aia ‘a 
discussion. But the honorable memb 
by some of his remarks did ag much as 
anybody else to engender - ‘feelin: 
And how could it be otherwise, seeil g 
that the Bill was conceived for party — 
purposes? The Prime Minister _ (Mr. © 
Hughes) said that he resented the Spies 
ment by some members of the Labo 
party during the election campaign t 
the gratuity was proposed as a bribe te 
the soldiers. I do not worry to sugar 
coat what I Mid to say, and I repeat. 
deliberately what I said on the pe 
—not that the soldier was a man wh 
would accept a bribe, but that th 
gratuity was offered as a bribe in orde 
to secure the soldiers’ vote for the 
Nationalist’ party. The Prime Minister 
said that Canada, Great Britain, N 
Zealand, South Africa, and other co : 
tries, were, at the time the gratuity v 
promised, either granting a similar pa 
ment to their men or making arran 
ments to do so. My complaint is th 
whilst those nations gave the gratul 
in the ordinary course of events, 
Nationalist party promised it on the e 
of a general election. Their action w 
tantamount to saying to the soldier 
“Put us back in power and we will pay 
you the gratuity; if you do not, yor, 
may not get it.” 
Mr, Hecror Lamonp. <a isa jee - 
cratic country, in which the wees deci 
these questions. — ie 
Mr. LAZZARINI. _yWiten T see | 
honorable member in the ‘House 
often wonder whether a demoera 
form of government is “the best 
am convinced that the gratuity ; 
deliberately promised in order to 
the general election, and after the pled 
had served its purpose on the rast 
it was deliberately broken, as has I be 
nearly every other pledge given. by. j 
‘phage Government. | Ory ca’ 
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nister_ was: that; the: gabiliby Noll be 
only i in the form of bonds..When the 
rimeiple of the gratuity was accepted 
ne Labour party said to the soldiers, 
“We are prepared to give a erabuity, 
but not in the form of a piece of paper 
a that will enable somebody other than a 

soldier to tax the pegple of this country 
1 by drawing interesb on it for years; we 
hall pay it am cash.” The Prime 
Minister thereupon began to look around, 
and: discovered £6,000,000. This Bill is 


ing Government this country has ever 
known. ‘I have no wish to unduly hurt 
_ the feelings of anybody, but if honorable 
Members on the Ministerial side do 
ot wish to have their feelings hurt 
they must have thé same consideration 
for honorable members on this 
With respect to the interjection about 
some kind of vegetable, which was levelled 
at the honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming), I point out that the hon- 
_orable member deliberately looked for it. 


Nir) Heer He leaked. for other 
yorican toa, if the. honorable member did 
not. 


_Mr. Manony. Bac looked for a soft 


ie (Afr. SPEAKER —Ovder! i at yi hon- 


ie gections in reply a ate Quakes: 
‘Teigns,, and the honorable member who 
has. the right to address the House is in- 
‘ onkiaaia and harassed. T ask on Saieh 


g its dros in ae faattan on ie 


at tuity, the Government have done still 
_ further wrong.. All honorable members 
; opposite say that, the money cannot he 


nent; ‘the insist that, the ee erbeuerse 
ment; they 
mn ob ned its hea ee ina be irae 


com morhent, that the aaa will NG 


hah so long ; but, Supposing 3 it eae 


next general elections. 


| @ proof that the Government maintain 
ie their record as the greatest pledge-break- 


side. . 


Bil. Soba 


How can lias possibly be money ake 
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able at the end of another three years’ 


maladministration if the Government 
cannot put its hands upon funds to-day? — 
As a matter of fact, the Government 


knows full well that it will not be in 
charge of this country’s affairs after the 
No doubt, it will 
be quite glad to leave to somebody else 
the task of finding this money mites diag 
of the bonds. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—That is one thing 
which the honorable member and his col- 
leagues will surely welcome. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I do not know so 
much about that.: The burden may be 
too: heavy for any one to care to shoulder. 
But, if jthe money has to be found after 
the next general elections, in which the 
present Government will have been igno- 
miniously defeated, its. supporters will 
undoubtedly endeavour to make political 
capital out of the point that the incom- 
ing Government will be unable to make 


good its obligations with respect to the 


eratuity. 

In the course of his speech, 
ing’ this. measure, the : 
said, “ Arrangements have been made 
with the employers throughout Australia 
to cash the bonds of their employees.’’ 
Are these employers to be allowed to cash 
the bonds? I hope not; and, if not, why 
does the Prime Minister mislead the Par- 


indcogine. 


_hlament and people by reiterating such a 


statement? Of course, the employers 


will not. be permitted to cash the bonds; 
at any rate, | am certain that if they are, 


they will never cash them at par. 
Sir Josepx Coox.—Rubbish |! 


orable member himself.’ 
Mr. LAZZARIN{.—Then, why does 
the Prime Minister continue to say that 


Prime Minister 


Tt is a 4 
slander upon people as honest as the hon- . 


arrangements have been made with em- _ 


ployers to cash their employees’ bonds? 


T would most strenuously oppose any a 


authority being given to private in- 
dividuals to cash the bonds. 


With respect to the aspect of cash pay- 


ment, I stated upon every platform dur- 


ing the election campaign that I stood — | 
for cash payment to the soldier, and at 
I stood for cash payment. in legal 


once. 
tender. Many honorable members oppo- 
site have asked where the cash is to come 


‘from. Now, this is what I told my con- — 


stituents—and I think it furnishes one of 


the reasons why I have been sent into " 
The honorable member for — 


this House. 


yi 
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| wealth for him. 
may be sought by a referendum, but not 


I stand by them to-day. 


War Graning 


REPRESENTATIVES, | 


Bill, 





Eden-Monaro (Mr. Chapman) whys Biers 
have repeatedly taunted the personnel of 
this side of the Chamber with respect to 
non-enlistment; he has held that ‘the has 
a perfect right to ask any individual why 
he did not enlist. That being so, I have 
an equal right to ask any person ‘if he is 
not prepared to sacrifice a part of his 
wealth, and why he is not ready to ac- 
cept a levy for the payment of a cash 
gratuity to the soldiers who saved his 
Conscription of life 


conscription of wealth. _I defy honorable 


members opposite to agree to a referen-. 
dum being taken forthwith: upon the 
question of raising the cash for this gra- 


tuity by direct levy upon the wealth of 
the country. I do not stand for bonds 
or for forced loans in any circumstances. 
Any further inflation of the loans which 
have been entered into by the Common- 
wealth authorities, any further creation 
of fictitious wealth by the payment of the 
gratuity bonds out of fresh loans, can 
only add still further to the terribly high 
cost of living. It would become a ques- 
tion within a very few years, in such 
circumstances, whether the whole of the 
gratuity had not been effectually taken 
away from the soldiers by the ever-soar- 
ing cost of living. The only way in which 
to face this matter is to say to the com- 
paratively few holders of the accumulated 
wealth of this country, ‘‘ While our sol- 
diers were fighting in Europe many of 
their little ones went barefooted because 
you raised the price of their footwear; 
the unclothed flesh on the bones of many 
of these little ones was seen to shiver 
because you raised the price of their 


clothing; the stomachs of many of these 
little dependants of our 


empty because you profiteered upon the 
prices of foodstuffs. Now comes your 


turn. You must give back to the soldiers . 


some of your ill- “Bouton gains of the war 
period.’’ 


Mr. Larry Smita.—The honorable 


- member did not say that kind of thing 


during his election campaign. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I made remarks 
such as those upon-every platform, and 
Sacrifice either 
of life or of comfort and well-being was 


made by the vast proportion of our pect *: 
But there is one factor of life in 


ple. 
this land which made no sacrifice what- 
ever; that factor is the wealth of Aus- 
tralia. Where money had been accumu- 


lated prior to the war it increased by 


and they are a comparative few—who — 


soldiers went 





of the war, Surely it is not top much to oa 
ask to-day that those people who made — 
huge additions to their fortunes bec 
of the war should be forced to disgorge 
a portion in order to provide the returned — 
soldiers with a gratuity in cash. I stand — 
for a cash payment, absolutely and Wager: 
mediately, by means of a direct wealth — be 
levy. I do not suggest that the levy | 





should be upon the man who has- not af 


made anything, or that it should ‘be | We 
taken from those who have little to give, __ 
but that it should be forced from those— — 


were so callous as to fasten an economic 
grip upon the throats of their fellow | 
citizens while this country was almost 
tottering to its fall. Any sacrifice. of 
wealth, either here or in any other coun- ty ue 
try, duri ing the war was made by the class — 
which I represent; it was made by the — 
man who put his ‘shilling or his aes 
into war, funds, and who had no means 
of getting it ‘back from the pockets of 
the consumer. People who put up their 
little sums sacrificed home comforts and 
many of the necessaries of life. But the 
big financial institutions, the wealthy — 
wholesale merchants, and the rapidly en- 
riched middlemen, gave their thousand — 
pounds to war funds and t06) k' £10, 000. 
away from their fellow citizens by in- 
creasing the price of» necessary commo- 
dities. Wherever possible, they shortened 
their hands; they paid less wages. . They 
made promises that they would do won- 
derful things for the men who had volun- 
teered. Very few of those promises were 
kept. It is now up to this ‘Government, 
if it is honest in ithe matter of ‘the 
gratuity, to provide the soldiers with a 
free gift from the pockets of those who | 
can thoroughly well afford to pay. 
Mr, BELL (Darwin) [3.58].—There 
are clauses in this Bill which I, as well 
as other honorable nenba wish to se 





















that the measure may be discussed po: 
for point, and cast into the most | 
ceptable form. At present, we are mi 
ing no progress. I regret these exchan 









































ms 
hich are passing fr rom. one side to an- 
Pie of the chamber, I am Biv: that 


a Mies “We are a no good when 
.) we revive the bitterness of elaeean eon- 


returned soldier, who is more deeply con- 
cerned in this measure, of course, than 
_ any one else in the land? I agree with 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
ame. Tudor) that honorable members should 
not be “ gagged ” or hurried upon such a 
subject as this. There are certain 
clauses which require very full and care- 
eal, consideration. JI should be perfectly 
willing to return early next week, or re- 
main here, in order to fully’ ‘discuss the 
clauses of the Bill. As a returned sol- 
dier, representing returned soldiers :as 
well as the general public, I appeal to 
honorable members opposite and honor- 
able members generally, to allow the Pill 
to reach the Committee stage, at which 
we shall have full opportunity to consider 
every clause, and thus turn out an ac- 
ptable measure. — 
Debate (on the motion of Mr. 
SIDINE) adjourned. 


i ADJOURNMENT. 
‘Sucar AGREEMENT—Woo. ConTRACTS. 
- Motion (by Sir Joszrx Cook) pro- 
Posed — 
_ That the House do now adjourn. 
BANS Mr. McWILLIAMS. (Franklin) [4.1]. 
tI take this opportunity’ to express my 
view that the practice of introducing im- 
portant documents and making important 
_ Ministerial statements such as we have 
had in the last day or two is not fair to 
_ honorable members, who are asked to 
deal with them immediately. In the 


Con- 


it was ‘impossible for any one here to 
_ follow the figures and grasp fully the ar- 
‘rangement. ‘that has been made. I wish 
‘ to. state now that, after the unsatisfactory 
Ke proceedings of to-day, I shall not consent 
_ to any statement of the kind being made 
- unless I know: beforehand the contents 
of the statement. _ 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4. 2] —I agree 
_ with the honorable member for Franklin 
“4 ee Me scpaed that it is very desir- 


af 
tet 
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My And will this character of debate . 
prove acceptable to the public and to the - 


case of the sugar agreement, for instance, 
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ments are Ged out, Cant copies should 
be furnished to, at any rate, the Leaders 
of parties. I am not saying that simply 
because I happen to be the Leader of the 
Opposition, for it may be remembered 
that as a private member I have ex- 
pressed a similar opinion.’ It is only 


right that the Leaders of parties should 


in this connexion be placed in the same 
position, as that of the Minister. That, 
however, is not quite possible, for the 
Minister must always have the advantage 
of consultation with Government officials 
beforehand, , 

I am very reluctant to prevent the con- 


tinuation of the debate on the War Gra- 


tuitv Bill next Tuesday, but the Prime 


Minister has challenged myself or any 


honorable member to have a division on 
the sugar question. In view of that chal- 
lenge, I propose to move the adjourn- 
ment of the House on Tuesday, and then 
ask for a vote as to whether the proposed 
retail: price. is or is not satisfactory. I 
promise to be very brief, OPO not 
more than -five or ten minutes. 

Mr. Poynron.—Have a division on 
whether the agreement is satisfactory ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I shall move the ad- 
journment of the House, and shall frame 


my motion in my own way. 


Mr. Hector ft Miows abe not forget 


that you are accepting the Prime Minis- — 


ter’s challenge. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I shall accept that 
challenge by moving the adjournment of 
the House, 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN § (Iiden- 
Monaro) [4.3].—When the adjournment 
of the House was moved yesterday on the 
sugar question I was unable to get an 
opportunity to speak before the expira- 
tion of the time, allotted to the debate. 


I did not hear the Prime Minister make | 


any such challenge as that alluded to, 
and I should be surprised if he threw out 
one of the kind. The Leader of the Op- 
position (Mr. Tudor) has a pretty cool 
political cheek to tell us that he will 
move the adjournment of the House 
again next week, when only a few who 
can ‘‘ catch the Speaker’ s eye’’ will have 
an opportunity of expressing their opin- 
ions. There are other honorable mem- 
bers, like myself, who do not approve of 
this rise in the price of sugar, and it must 
not be assumed that we are in favour of 


it because we are unable to get a chance 


to express our opinions. However, if the 


Prime Minister threw out a challenge like 
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that described he is a bigger ass ‘than 
anybody suspected. 


Mr. Buaxetey.—If you do not talk the 


motion out on Tuesday, we shall have a 
vote. 


ay A 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Aajournnent, 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—On 
what ? 
Mr. Buaxketzey.—On the question of 


the price of sugar. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.-—-How can 
you have a vote on the question of the 
price of sugar ? 
Mr. BuaxeLey.—Members may vote for 
or against, it. 


Mr | AUSTIN. - CHAPMAN.~You 


might as well vote whether we shall have. 


sand or sugar. The honorable member 
‘knows that we all protested against the 
increased price, but, at the same time, we 
know that the Government has no alter- 
hative. It is a pity that, in the debate 
that followed the motion for the adjourn- 
ment, the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) did not see fit to. mention the 
great body of consumers. 

Mr. Tupor.—1 did so. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — It 
seemed to me that the honorable member 
was really debating the matter as_ it 
affected the crowers, the cane-cutters, and 
the Colnaial. Suear Refining Company. 
There are members heré who represent 
the consumers, and it is a bit too thin 
for the. honorable member, and those who 
support him, to say that those who do 
Not support him, are in favour of the 
higher price of sugar. To expect that 
view to be taken outside is to have a very 
poor estimate of the intelligence of the 
people. The consumer~ is hardly ever 
ymentioned. I was here and listening 
when the Prime Minister was speaking 
the other day, and I did not hear him 
issue a challenge to anybody that he 
would take a vote next week. 

Mr. Tupor.—Yes, he did. 

Mr. Frenron. He mentioned Kaehiad 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.——Nothing 
of the kind. The Leader of the Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor) was fuming about the 
rétail price, and trying to put a false 
issue before the country. 

Sir Jostpn*Coox.—The Prime Minister 
said nothing like what has been stated. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I under- 
stood the Prime Minister to say that he 
stood by his proposals, and that he had 
no other course. I do not like the pro- 
posals, but I accept them, because I can- 
not vet any other as ood. 


i 





Sir Granvitne Revere. _ nae 
members opposite are not “pame”? to v s 
throw out the proposals, . > RE ate 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Te 
Prime Minister said he would stand by | 
them; so let us take a division on that 
challenge, and show whether we are pre- 
pared to vote in their favour or throw 
them out. That was the Prime Minister’s 
challenge. var 

Mr. Tupor.—No, it was not. The 
proposal is to give the growers 1d. extra, 
and charge the consumer 24d. extra. For 


Sg 
f 


whom is the honorable member battling 


now—the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
pany ? 

Sir Josepa Coox.—The™ lanslen of ees) | 
Opposition said he was in favour of the 
agreement. 

Mr. Tupor.—I said I was in favente of 
the grower getting a ld. extra. The re- 
tail price was not then mentioned. Ss 

Sir Josspa Coox.—You voted for me Be 
agreement. A a 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I do doe ey 
likéthe position into which the sugar mm- 
dustry has got, but it seemed to me that, 
in the debate, the question was between ~ 
the grower, the cane-cutter, and the com- 
pany. There are as many men on this” 
side anxious to safeguard the interests of 
the consumers as there are on the Oppo- 
sition side, and my surprise is that hon-  — 
orable members should occupy their full 
allotted time, and say not a word about, yates 
them. Ay 

The question, as it appears to me, aah | 
whether we are to have this agreement or 
not, and although I.do not like it, T am 
not prepared to vote it~ out, because I 
think it represents the best. that the 
Government can do under the circum- 
stances. There is not one honorable a a 
member opposite who is ‘‘game’’ to vote 
it out. I.emay not have another oppor- ing ig 
tunity, and I desire to make my aes eee” 
clear. a oy 

Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.9]. a ie 
This agreement, or the shell of an agree- 
ment,.was settled, and very unsatisfac- _ 
torily settled, in the early hours of the — 
morning, when there were only three or 
four members in the chamber. ay. ie 
“No” was amongst one or two of My i 
“Noes” against the agreement, and adi 
eround was the insufficient information — 
tendered to the House., I agree with the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. e : 
amderranes and the. ial ee of pine. ‘ey 


} 
ee oes 


Pre! 
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uy 
aun 
i) > 


ot) in re ati that 
ig this kind are 


ms (3 
Smt T ¥oted: A pe agree- 
ent when the question was put, about 
st aco clock in ‘the oa | 


throw it out Row? 


Mr ‘FENTON. —Yes; I am prepared. 


t the challenge of the Prime Min- 
. That honorable gentleman said, 
a Ot prepared to take the respon- 

sibility on myself, but will throw it on 
th . Ouse; and, if honorable members 
ike, they can throw out the agreement.” 
am prepared to vote against the agree- 
ment, just as I opposed it in the early 
ours of the morning. ‘The Leader of the 
pposition (Mr. Tudor) is perfectly cor- 
rect when he says he appealed over and 
‘over again to the Prime Minister to give 
him some idea, before this agreement was 
ee. ae of the ee cost to the con- 













‘ion of what took eaten me if I 
ive and well next Tuesday, T shall 
te against the agreement. 
. RYAN (West Sydney) [4.12] ASS 
is to me that an attempt has been 
te confuse the challenge made by 
é Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes). The 
rable gentleman, both to-day and 
rday, distinctly threw out a chal- 
with regard to the statement that 
had made to the House. He told us 
 Tise in the price of sugar to 6d. 
n the sities, and to a higher price in 
16 ac ntry distrigts, was not due to the 
eement in connexion with. the pur- 
nase of the Queen and sugar crop, but 
as connected with the importation of 
n | ‘The ‘honorable si cin 


A ae 
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submited to Bohl the Bris to come nA 
to a definite decision which honorable Ww 


members and the public can understand. 
Such a motion could be easily framed by 
the Prime Minister, 
sponsible Minister, and submitted from 
the Government side of the House. On 


‘this side we can do no more than move 


the adjournment of the House to call at- 
tention to some specific matter of urgent 
public importance. 


he made yesterday, and of the agreement, 
if necessary. 

Two distinct challenges have been 
made—one, to-day—in regard to the re- 
tail price of sugar. 

Sir Josmpy Coox. —Not so. 

Mr. RYAN.—TI say it is so. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—lI say it is not 80. 


Mr. RYAN.—TI think my word has as 


much ‘weight as that of the Minister for 
the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook). 
against the manner in which very im- 
portant public business is transacted in 
this House under motions for the ad- 
journment. This afternoon, the honor- 
able member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) 
moved the adjournment of the House, 


and particular care was taken that he — 


I protest. 


or some other re- 


The Prime Minister 
might move the adoption of the statement 


should not be interrupted, so that all his Se 


remarks might be recorded in Hansard ; 
and then the Prime Minister, in reply, 
took up the whole of the remaining al- 
lotted time. As a matter of fact, an ex- 
tension was granted to the Prime Min- 
ister to finish. his speech; and, appar- 


‘ently, he and those behind hin think 


they have a monopoly of the time of the 
House. No one else was afforded.an op- 
portunity of speaking on such a very im- 
portant matter. 


from speaking. ethe 
the Government Whip (Mr. Burchell) 
came purposely to this side of the House 


to raise his objection; but, at any tate, we 
he was sitting on this side Of the House 


when he did ‘so. 


Mr. Burcuett.—It was quite by accle 
dent that I was sitting on an Opposition 


bench. 


Mr. RYAN.—I am glad to have tint 
the honorable — 
member has correctly stated the posi- — 


assurance. I believe 


but it was wrong of him ‘to 
the honorable member 


tion, 


T strongly resent the 
~manner in which the Honoranle member 
for Swan (Mr. Prowse) was prevented 
T do not know whether 


for s 
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Swan from speaking. I also wished to 
speak on the question of the wool tops 
contract, because there were certain as- 
pects of it which I was anxious to: discuss, 
and in which the public are interested. 
It was no answer for the Prime Minister 
to tell the honorable member for Wan- 
non that the honorable member for Gram- 
pians (Mr. Jowett) had done the same 
previously, and might wallow in the mud 
and get out of it as best he could, Repre- 
senting a large section of the community, 
I want to know why a contract was made 


by the Government with a-particular com-_ 


pany on more favorable terms than those 
made with other companies, why this com- 
pany’s works were allowed to remain idle 
for so long, why the company was_ per- 
mitted to lock out its employees for a long 
period, why the Government did not dur- 
ing that time exercise their powers and 
take over the works, and exactly what 
profits the company is going to make. It 
is all very well to say that the Common- 
wealth Government will take 80 per cent. 
of the profits, and the company only 20 
per cent. Why this company should get 
20 per cent. of profits and the other com- 
panies cannot get the same terms, is a 
matter that needs to be investigated. I 
do not say that I would agree to giving 
them this 20 per cent., even if the other 
companies get the same terms. I look at 
the matter from the point of view of the 
public, and I want to know whether the 
profit this company is to be allowed to 
make is reasonable. The matter lies in 
the hands of honorable members, unless 
they are prepared to sit down and allow 
the Prime Minister to have a monopoly 
of the say in regard to any matter. We 
heard the interjection to-day, ‘‘Go and 
die!” addressed to -a 
Country party. If we allow that sort of 
thing to continue we are deserving of it. 
I, for one, do not propose to allow it, 
and whenever I have the opportunity I 
shall stand up against it. 

Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [4.19]. 
—A's my name has been mentioned in con- 
nexion with an incident that took place 
this afternoon, it is only fair that I should 
place on record in a brief form the fact 
that the whole of the time of the House 
this morning was taken up by honorable 
members opposite. 

Mr. Tupor.—What rubbish ! 


Mr. BURCHELL.—For instance, the 
honorable member for Cook (Mr. J. H. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] Adjournment. 


member of the 





Catts) raised the faselan of privilege, Ra 
and also had on the notice-paper a — 


to dissent from the Speaker’s ruling. — 


Mr. Tupor.—Which he withdrew.) a 
Mr. BURCHELL.—When I objected 


\to the honorable member for Swan (Mr. 


Prowse) getting leave to make a statement, — 
the honorable member for Cook had not) 
notified his intention to withdraw his 
motion, upon which’ Mr. Speaker natur- 
ally desired. the decision of the House ‘at 
the earliest opportunity; also, as 1 am a 
representative of, among others, a num-— 
ber of returned soldiers, T felt it my duty 
to endeavour to have the War Gratuity _ Wes 
Bill diseussed. 1 ee 

Mr. Ryan.—Why did not the honorabla \ © 
member help us to continue sitting until 
Tuesday ? | 

Mr. BURCHELL.—Because Ministers va 
have work to do in their Departments as 
well as here. I have no desire to block 
honorable members catching their Inter-) — 
State trains, I simply rose to make it .. 
clear that my purpose in objecting to the 
honorable member for Swan having leave’ 
to make a statement was in order to facili- — 
tate the ‘business of the House, and have 
the War Gratuity Bill discussed this after- 
noon. 

Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [4.22].—1I have: 


no desire to prevent honorable members 


WK 


.from catching their trains, but my oppor- 


tunity for speaking on the sugar question 
yesterday disappeared when the debate 
was interrupted by the Standing Orders, — 
and I desire to say a little on the subject. — 
There is a tendency in this House to 
throw responsibility on the shoulders of 
the Government and individual members. 

I am prepared to accept the responsibility = 
of any blame that may be found in the — 
Government or this Parliament in con- 
nexion with any increase in the price of 
a commodity, but I am not satisiied as - 
regards the retail price’of sugar. In my | 
opinion, the interests of the consumer ~~ 
have not been fairly represented. I was 
rather surprised when the Minister for ~~ 
Trade and Customs (Mr, Greene) did nob 
answer a question on this morning’s — % 
notice-paper, but possibly he will provide — a ites 
an answer next week which may weigh @ = 
good deal in the consideration of this st ede a: 
ject, if opportunity is given to deal Mires aie 
it on Tuesday next. We, asa Parliament, 
seek to encourage the cane-grower, but, the | hae, 
difference between the price of £30 per F 
ton paid to him and the price of sugar ly j R 


when it reaches the consumer is too great. é 
a i 








e 








| clearer. 


sugar at a loss. 


It has done very well 


It has made huge prefits. 1 


grocer ought to re- 
_ eeive consideration. We do ‘not de-. 
sire that the retailer should sell 


But my object is 
to protect the consumer, and even if 
{ stand alone I propose to do so. 
Tf the Minister had answered the ques- 


tion I put to him to-day as to the price 
__ we have been paying and thé quantity of 
_ sugar we have imported into the Com- 
_ monwealth, the position might have been 
Gata we obtain that -informa-- 
- tion, or the report is laid on the table so 


Ha ‘ that honorable members—the members of 


Rie hi! een 


the Government, of course, are specially 


privileged, and possess this information 


may have an opportunity of going into 


the sugar question, particularly as re- 


gards the retail price, dissatisfaction will 
We are not so concerned about 


the wholesale price, because we realize 
that the industry must be encouraged. 


view. 


bs, There are lots of things one would like 
: bo say. 


Sir Josern Cen ass agree that we 


: should protect the consumer, but the Go- 
-.vernment should not be Saba to stand 
under the load. 


Mr. FRANOCIS.—I do not expect the 


he Government to stand under the load; but 


I am satisfied that the Colonial Sugar 


_ Refinmg Company should not receive any 
‘Increase. 
bably those more closely associated with 


That is my opinion, but pro- 


the company may express a different 
Ho cfar as <bean 


: sate company has had a monopoly of the 





sugar business for years, and we should 
not, under any conditions, allow it an in- 
ereased price. I am prepared to do any- 
thing possible to enable the consumer to 


obtain sugar at a reasonable price with- 
out penalizing the grocer, who should ob- 


tain a legitimate profit. 
Sir JOSEPH CO0K ep are Min 


ister for the Navy) [4.27] —I have 
: listened very patiently to this diatribe 
against the Government. 
_ _whatever we do is wrong. We are shot 
at from the corner benches, by members 
opposite, 
a nh sae qand I can. only bow my head 


It appears that 


and also from the benches 


_26. Me 1920.] 


f oes. I do not think that the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company should » 
get any increase., 

out of the public. Its balance-sheet speaks 
_ for itself. 
feel that the 


judge, the 


ws 
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vaceide the storm in the utmost meekness 


and humility, 

In regard to the statement made by 
the Leader of the Country party (Mr. 
McWilliams), wherein he said he would 
not in future agree to the printing of any 
document which he had not had time to 
consider, [ may say I hope he may have 
time to consider his documents. I trust, 
however, that in his exalted position he 
will remember that this House is master 
of its own procedure, and he, like the rest 
of us, must submit to a decision of the 
House when that decision has been re- 
corded. 

In regard to the statement of the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), 
and the remarks of the honorable he | 
ber for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), I 
agree with them that every detail of the 
sugar agreement ought to be published. — 
I Delia the more the agreement is in- 
vestigated, the better it will be for those 
on both sides who made it. That is my 


‘impression, 


.Mr. Ryan.—Why has it not been done? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It has been 
done. It is all in Hansard now, and the 
details are available to honorable mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Ryan.—lIs there any reference in 
the agreement to a retail price of 6d. 
per lb.? 

Mr. Tupvor.—It is not in the agree, 
ment. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is part 
of the agreement, at any rate. 

Mr. Ryan.—With whom? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.— With ourselves. 
With the Treasury. 

Mr. Ryaw.—aA little family affair. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I can quite 
understand the remark of the henorable 
member for. West Sydney. His statement 
is perfectly clear, but is not in accord 
with the attitude of his Leader, who has 
not committed himself to the attitude 


adopted by the honorable member for — 
. West Sydney. 


He believes that the in- 
crease in the cost of growing and pro- 
ducing sugar should be undertaken by the 
Government on behalf of the people. 
The honorable member for West Sydney 
is taking the stand he did during the elec- 
tion, when he advocated dear wheat for 
the farmer and cheap bread for the con- 
sumer im the cities. 
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Mr. Ryan.—The Minister is misquot- 
ing me 

cna JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member desires dear sygar for the grower 
and cheap. sugar for the consumer, but he 
cannot have it both ways. 

Mr. Ryan.—I said that the retail price 
was not in the agreement. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK —The | honor- 
able member cannot have it both ways. 
We cannot. give the farmer 9s. per bushel 
for his wheat, and at the same time pro- 
vide cheap bread to the consumer, We 
cannot expect to pay high prices for 
labour in the sugar field and have cheap 
sugar in the aes. I agree with the 
honorable member for West Sydney that 
every detail of the sugar agreement 
should be made public. I want to see the 
whole facts laid before the people. 

Mr. Ryan.—So do LI. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Because I be- 
lieve it will prove that the Government 
‘have been fully justified in the action 
they have taken. The Government will 

take care not to allow the Leader of the 
Opposition to get away with that part of 
the agreement which relates to the men 
working in the field up yonder, and let 
the Government shoulder the responsi- 
bility of making the industry pay for it- 
self. We have not merely to see that the 
sugar-grower in Queensland receives an 
increased price for his sugar, and that 
the man in the field receives more for his 
labour, but we have to see that the people 
who need sugar, and who consume it, are 
prepared to pay a sufficient price - to 
cover the cost of production. 
- Mr. Ryan.—You are begging the ques- 
tion. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I may be, but 
I do not think so. When people require 
sugar it is only fair to ask them to pay 
for the cost of production. 

Mr. Tunor.—The cost of production 
is 3$d., and the retail price 6d. 

Sir JOSEPH »COOK.—When this 
agreement is investigated—that may .oc- 
eur next week—we shall take every care 
that the Leader of the Opposition does 
not confine himself to one part of the 
agreement. The Government invites a 
thorough investigation in the interests of 
justice and fair play to every section of 
the community. 

Mr. Ryaw.—Did not the Prime Minis- 
ter say yesterday that the retail price: of 
6d. per lb. was not due to the agreement 


: | | . 
[REPRESENTATIVES.] “Adjourfment. 


made with the Queensland Governmsent) FP 


but to the importation of foreign sugar? 
Mr. Tupor.—lIt is due to the inactivity 
and ineptitude of the Government im Ho 
foreseeing the shortage. | 
Sir . JOSEPH’ COOK.—Of onieiie) 
every one knows what an intellectual 


eh Deen 
—— Hw 
i. * > 





giant the honorable member is, and what 


intellectual pigmies. we are. 
pass without further comment. 


That can 


West Sydney is just as specious as many 


The in- 
terjection of the honorable member for — 


cf his other remarks, and I do not know - 


whether it is worth while attempting to 
correct. it. ¢ It is merely @ half truth. 
However, what the Prime Minister did 
say was that 
between the 33d. and 6d., but not all, was 
due to the importation of costly sugar. 

Mr. Ryan.—How much of it?. 
public want to know. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—AITl the: facts 


and figures are in’ Hansard. 


self. Let him reckon up how much sugar 


some of the difference — 
The | 


Ut. aaa 
simple. sum in arithmetic, and the honor- 
able member may reckon it up for him- — 


we have to import at £80 per ton, and 
how much we shall produce at the lower 


rate, and he will have all the information 
he wants. 


Meantime I remind my honor- — 


able friend that only part of the state 
ment is correct—that part of it which re- 
lates to the importation of costly sugar — 
as adding to the added cost of ihe higher © 
rates which it will cost to produce the — 


home-grown sugar, 
Mr. Ryan.—Are the Government also 


adding the duty of £6 per ton on the i a, 4 


ported sugar? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK sthere is ce i 
duty to. be added. Why should the Go- _ ( 


vernment do that? 


Mr. Ryan.—I only know what de ; 


Government did before. 


Sir JOSEPH. COOK.—Phe honorable 
member knows what his Government did. 
a different Administration alto- 
My desire, however, is to allow yi 


This ig 
gether. 
honorable members to get home. IT ho 
we shall come back next week in a litt e. 
better mood than that in which we are 
now separating. 

Mr. Wrst.— Not at all; we are quite 
jovial. 

Sir JOSEPH OOOK. pies shall sit 
down now that the wind blows m from 


“yg 
ay 
iat oy Bs 


VN LORS 
ome bam 


the west. eat i 


vet a 


Question resolved in the affirmative, — 


House adjourned at 437 pm | 








ie Bo Mano, 1920. 0) 





































iy 


a the =. at 3 pm, 


_ ERROR IN DIVISION LIST. 


| tae SPEAKER reported that, 

i Thursday last, the tellers had BC an 
error in “recording a division by substi- 
- tubing | the name of Mr. Hay for that of 


’ REPORT OF SUGAR 
_ COMMISSION. 


aa Commission on the Sugar Industry, 
_ together with the minutes of evidence, be 

printed. Both the report and the evi- 
ity, dence: were | ages in print, but when 


I ae as a Aa aera Paper would 
mount approximately to. £500. A. few 
the printed copies of the evidence had 
been obtained for purposes of reference by 
Si Lonorable members, and, with the con- 
" currence of the Hoss. I do not propose 
© incur the heavy expense of reprinting 
_ The report itself has already been 
ed to honorable members, and copies 
are available in the usual way. - 

__ Mr. TUDOR.—The evidence taken by 
Commission is of great importance, 
nd the type of much bulkier publications 
as been kept before. In this case the 
ype may have been broken up inadver- 
ently. 

ether a sufficient number of copies 
e evidence that has been published 
e kept in the eres to permit of 





? If there will not be enough copies, 






and read 


Mr. aan but that it would be rectified | 


What I should like to know is’ 


sa be advisable to incur the expense ” 


Sugar Commiseion. 


praclavid to honorable members. Of 
course, if the House desires that the evi- 


dence shall be reprinted, it, will be re- 
printed. It is only with the concurrence 
of honorable members that I propose not 
to incur the expense of, perhaps un- 
necessarily, setting up the type again. 


Mt: RENTON <P do nok kiow how 


long it is usual to keep evidence in type, 
but I think that, generally, matter is kept. 


standing in type for some time. It cannot 
be the practice of the Government Print- 
ing Office to melt down type directly a 
few copies of an important document 


have been struck off, because, if that were: 


done, we might frequently be unable to 
obtain copies of very important docu- 
ments. 

Mr. Tupor.—Could not the Printing 
Committee look into the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER—I think that the 
matter might very well be inquired into 
by the Printing Committee, which could 
report its conclusions to the House. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BILL. 
Bill received from the Senate, and (on 
motion by Mr. Poynron) read a first 
time, 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
Rerait Prick or Sugar. 
Mr. 
intimation from the honorable member 
for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) that he desires to 
move the adjournment of the House_to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, “ The retail price of 
sugar as stated by the Prime Minister.” 
Five honorable members having risen 
in their places, 
Question proposed. 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.6| oe Fri- 
day last I-pointed out that the statement 


which has appeared in some of the news- — 


papers to the effect that this House, by 
a vote-that it has given, has acquiesced 


in the retail price now fixed for sugar, is 


incorrect. ‘Il am anxious that a vote 


should be taken. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—On the agree- — 


ment ? ae 

Mr. TUDOR.—No; we have finished 
with the agreement. I approve of the 
agreement, but when it was under discus- 


sion, and the Prime Minister was asked 
by the honorable member ve eo } 
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ee Mahon) who aepreeeneadl ne yo 


sumers at the Conference at which it was ~ 


havin up, he said that he did. A litle 
later I asked him whether, as he had re- 
presented the consumers at the Confer- 
ence, he could say what the consumers 
would be called on to pay for their sugar. 
‘To that his reply was that he did not 
know what the price of sugar would be 
when retailed. In connexion with the 
vote on the agreement, no mention was 
mado of the retail price of sugar. I ob- 
ject to the fixing of , the retail price of 
sugar at 6d., which gives the growers -of 
- cane and the: millers 1d. per lb.,. or 
- £9 6s. 8d. per ton—to divide between 
them, leaving 13d. per lb. to be swallowed 
by some one else. J would have moved 


the adjournment of the House last Fri-— 


day to discuss this matter had not the 
honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) prevented me from doing so, by 
moving it to discuss another matter which 
he considered of great importance: This 
is also a matter of vital importance to 
the consumers of sugar in Australia. 
The people wish to Ene Wa the price of 
sugar has been fixed at 6d. per lb. It 
has not been fixed at that sum because 
of the agreement. My authority for 
that statement is the Prime Minister, 
who, on Thursday, said— ot 
It is necessary to emphasize that the increase 
in the price of sugar to 6d. is mainly due, not 
to the contract made with the Queensland Go- 
vernment for the purchase at £30 6s. 8d., but 
to the high price of at least 100,000 tons of 
foreign sugar which we have bought, or shall 
be obliged to buy, to cover the deficiency of 


local sugar that will exist at the end of the 
coming season. 


On the 17th March the Prime’ Minister 


__ said, in the course of a Ministerial state- 
ment— 

_ When I tell Miarabie neinbeel that in the 
last. season of 1919-20 we had to import over 

100,000 tons of sugar, they will see very 


Ms clearly how important a factor the world’s 
price is to us. ‘ 


According to that statement, the Govern- 
ment had then taken the eS which, 


. _ according to the statement made by the 


right honorable gentleman on Thursday 
‘last, they have yet to take. On the motion 
ee the adjournment of the House last 
_ Friday, the honorable member for West 


: | Sydney (Mr. Ryan) inquired what quan- 


tity of sugar had’ been imported by the 
‘Government, and whether duty would be 
paid upon it. 


Mr. Tudor, — PRancnte ann Mee 


ay 
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monwealth, no duty would be paid Te 


-available at those mills, ane a tala 


available ? 
The Acting Treasurer (Sir 











































J oseph Cook) stated pa ee no duty 
be paid. In reply to that statem 
the part oF the Minister a4 direct. atten- 
tion to the Budget papers | for tgs 20, 
which were presented to the House. ait 
October last. On page 12 it is set out th 
i 
the estimated revenue from sugar, inc 
ing glucose, for the current yea 
£390,000. I think that the Minister 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) sai 
way of interjection on Friday, that 
the sugar would be imported by the 


" 


Bhat 3 is so, why does: the aaah Mr. 


venue of £390, 600 feone ‘this sou 
These figures must have been prepar 
the Customs Department _ in Sey 
last. 2 
My. McWitiiams. What is ee 
practice? fe 
Mr. TUDOR. Die is. ee paid 
The Budget. papers show that in 191 
the duty collected in rete oF sugar 


glucose «was £587,028; — 
£453, 380 ;. in 1917-18 £51 ‘119 a 
1918-19;° £107,309 The 


knew as far back as September last t 
they would have tg import during the 

rent financial year at least 65,000 ton 
ance On Friday last I asked the 


ne following question: =| 


1. How many tons of sugar were im 
by the c, 1019, to datok a ing 
30th eae 1919, to date? Hin 


nporkedd: i 
3. How much per ton ft ee fob. 4 
4. What has it cost for freight? My, 

I was informed by the hon orable ! 

man that the ‘nforinataals was bei: 

tained. Statistics in regard to sugar oe 
portations are more readily obtaina 
than in rspect of any other line. 

are only four Australian ports a 

raw sugar is received. The sugar 

ing mills are situated at New Farm, - 
bane; Pyrmont, Sydney; 5 Yarra 

Melbourne; and Port . ‘Adelaide, - | 

Australia. The figures® as to imports 


to each of them would ‘have enabled » 
Minister at once to give me the exac 
formation that I sought. Y | 

Mr. GrEENE.—Does the onorable 
ber think that information can b 
tained off-hand’ on a Friday. morn: 


Mr. TUDOR.—Is: at. heciaas 


Mr. Gane Yes, 
























































rain what proportion of this 65, 000 

s has been imported. | 
trace Tel Honorable member 
au ibe’ given the information as soon as 
he sits down. 

Mr. TUDOR. —Noties of my question 
was given. 

‘Mr, Greenz.— But. ‘the honorable mem- 
ber knows very well that a Minister does 
not see the questions on notice until the 
morning of the day on which a reply is to 
e furnished. 
havior ‘TUDOR. —That_ is quite possible. 
i am not blaming the honorable gentle- 
man, but I urge that on an important 


; q estion like this, which is agitating the 


Bie mind to a Be i extent than is 


ey TUDOR. GEM $0; ouayided 
hey can: pur chase it. at a reason- 
iawn price, lie dare say that 
0,000. or 40,000 tons of raw sugar 


as been sold to the public during the last 
welve months at the rate ordinarily 
harged for refined sugar. Hitherto the 
eople have been paying 33d. per lb. for 
sugar, ‘but they are now to be charged 6d. 
per lb., and people naturally want to 
TOW how ae additional 24d. per lb. is 
» be distributed. It is sit that the 
rkers are anxious to get as much as pos- 
ible for themselves, and to give nothing 


) he primary es That 1 ig not so. 


ie . 


ah the honorable Gaember for ‘Rast 
Sydney (Mr. West), addressed a meeting 
f the workers at the Bijou Theatre. I 
ve as much right to go there as have 
the - honorable members to address 
gatherings at Wesley Church. Both are 
political platforms at the present time. 

Mr. Ropexrs.—Who is complaining? 

- Mr. TUDOR.—Some people complain 
i because Labour men do what they them- 
selves do. I put it to the audience at 
that meeting that no one objects to an 
increase in the price of any commodity 
Cit it is nae! to enable the pro- 


: The audience 
he with me. The workers do not 
object. to the extra 1d. per Ib., which we 


“actual shortage of the sugar crop. 
-Mr. Gillies in to-day’s press states that 


-oceurred while the cane was 


aT 


nor rae they "abject é ee eo 


#8s. 6d. per ton which is to go to the — 


-Colorfial Sugar Refining Company to 
meet various items. That 18s. 6d. per 


ton, however, represents only one-tenth of - : 


a penny per lb. The workers: want to 
know where the remaining 1 4-10d. per 
Ib. is to go. 
it is to meet the extra cost of the sugar 


‘that we have to import to-day, the answer 


is that they knew at least in September 


If the Government say that — 


last that they would have to import, and — 


should have done so without a moment’s 
delay. As a matter of fact, they should 
have been able, between July and August 
last, to estimate within 10 per cent. the 


m 


milling operations commence in May. 
Even if they did not commence milling 
until June, the Government should have 
been able in July to tell within 10 per 
cent. what the erop would be, and should 
have made the necessary provisions to 
meet the shortage. 

Mr. Corszr. “orks Queensland Govern 
ment experts made a mistake. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister’ himself — 


admits that they were 27,000 tons short 
in their estimate. ~ Are we to pay the 
extra price in respect of only the 27,000 
tons? Has provision been made against 
the remaining shortage? 


cane, and consequently led to a mistake 
being made in the estimate. No cyclone 
standing. 
The Government should have made pro- 
vision for the anticipated shortage, and 
it is unfair that because of their failure 
to do so the people should be saddled with 


Tt is idle to 
say that a eyclone destroyed a lot of the — 


this extra impost, which will press more 


heavily upon the poorer section than upon 
any other class of the community. It 


will fall most heavily on the man with — 


a family. We find big families, not in 


the well-to-do residential parts of our 


cities, but in the industrial areas. I 


object to the additional 24d. per Ib. being 
- levied when the producers are only to 


obtain out of that total an additional 1d. 
per lb. 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Mine 
ter and Attorney-General) [3.19].—I 


‘shall, as far as possible, confine my re- 

marks to the point raised by the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), depart- 
ing from it ane where it is necessary to 
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leaves a net loss of £12 10s. 
That is to say, the Commonwealth Go- 


Ri so to clearly ae the: position for 
the information of the public. In order 


that I may make the most use of my time, 


I shall read my statement as I have set it 


out this morning— 3 
- The increase in the price of sugar has 


very naturally excited general comment, 
and the Australian public is anxious to 


know what are the reasons for the higher 
price. 


In order that the sugar position may be 
clearly understood, a detailed statement, 


Jeading from the past to. the iia 
must be given. 

Tt is necessary to charge £49 per ton 
wholesale, and 6d. per lb. retail, because: 


the estimated supplies to the 30th J une, 
1920, cost an average price of £58. per 
ton refined. The net return from sales 


at £49 per ton is £45 10s.; therefore | 


every ton of sugar at present being sold 
even at the enhanced price of 6d.— 
per ton. 


vernment will lose on the 75,000 tong of 
sugar sold at 6d. a lb. between the 23rd 
March and 30th June of this year no less 
that £943,302. If the Government were 
to charge such a price for the sugar it has 
purchased to make up the shortage in the 
supply of Australian grown sugar as 
would enable it to come out square, and 
not involve it in the losy of nearly a 
million pounds, 
have to be at least 10d. 

Some short-sighted people condemn the 
proposal for the purchase of the Queens- 
jand sugar crop for a period of three 
years at £30 6s. 8d. per ton for raw 
sugar. The Leader of the Opposition is 
not one of them. 


Mr. Tupor.—No; I am not. 


Mr. HUGHES.—Those critics say that’ 
_ the price is too high, that in tw years 


or one year the price of foreign sugar will 
fall, and that they could import sugar at 
a much lower price. I will deal with 
other aspects of the question later; but 
first let me say that, unless the Queens- 


land crop is purchased by the Common- 
wealth Government, the price of sugar 


in Australia, for tis next four months 


at least, will be 10d. per lb. The Com- 
-monwealth cannot afford to lose £943 ,302 
by selling sugar at £12 10s. a ton less 


than it cost, unless it sees its way te 
recoup itself of a part, if not the whole, 
of its loss by handling the beirut 
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in, during which the public must be 


the retail price would . 


crop. assume sugar f 
tailed at 6d. if we ‘purcha 
land crop as provided in the drat 
ment laid before Parliament. 
wise, the price must be 10d. per Y 

It iy estimated: that the new Qu 
land and New South Wales crop hai 
by the Colonial Sugar Refining Com: 


























as the crop is late this year, there 
be a gap from the lst July, 1920, 
least a month before the new crop Cc 


plied with foreign sugar. The follo 
figures show the position at a glance: 


Tons. r tol 
Estimated supplies to 30th 
June, 1920 .. m Todos. at. £58 0 
Estimated sales to 30th a 
June, 1920... 4 


i 
Loss per ton 


ty Wi 
ee Abad 


Betiniaten supplies—Ist July, 1920, wie 
March, 1921 :— mea 
Tons. 


Cubas ce 20,000 at. £75 hy 


Queensland and N.S.W. i 145, 000 at. 38 
Total 165, 000 at £42 
With selling price net receipts : 


£45 10s., thig leaves a profit per to 
approximately £3; or an estimated 
profit during eight months, 
July, , 1920, to Ast March, 192 
165,000 tons of £495,000. 


The position, therefor may be . mm r 
marized as follows :— agi 


Loss on sugar sold 23rd Maoh to goth” 
June, 75,484 tons, at £12 10s... £9 
Loss on 20,000 tons Cubas, sold from 
lst sai tonewcrop .. Ho ORC 


Profit on Queenan Paes N.S. W.. eraps. i" 
Ist July to Ist March, 1921—-145, 000° 
tons, at £7 10s a bh 

Credit balance in sugar account on 
3lst December, 1919 .. Aaa 


Deficit £220,802 aS £1,312, 


Aine this cauiatol debit eee 
£220,802 must be placed the possible 
ceipts from the operations of the Mi 
quin Refinery. Should the Millaquin 
finery secure sufficient local sug: 
make 20,000 tons of refined ‘sugar é 


Nig 


estimated cost baa £38 ‘per, Road a ph: ; 






































ues Hag tie D gae ‘Wl Ne 
e are # ene b he . f 


Bictoarly ones that the price now 
charged for sugar to the public is very 
‘much lower than the price paid by. the 
: 4 Commonwealth for the sugar; (2) that 
_ this high-priced sugar is the only sugar 
~ available for the next four months; (3) 
% that the Commonwealth will make a loss 
‘4 of nearly £1,000,000 by selling sugar at 
F..) Gd.> and’ (4) that it can only afford to 


Sey 


ab! £30 6s. 8d., pools it with the foreign 
* sugar, and sells at a uniform price. As I 
have said, it is estimated that the next 
~~ season’s Disenslend and New South 
Wales sugar crop will not exceed 145,000 
Mee) tons. As the yearly consumption is over 
" 280,000 tons, it is obvious that further 
lie _ purchases of foreign sugar must be made 
in order to supply the community until 
4: y ‘the 1921 crop is available. The amount 
ey necessary will be anything from 110,000 
to 130,000 tons. The price to be paid 
i Lv this is quite problematical, If, how- 
t » a ~ ever, the price paid enables the Common- 
. to sell sugar at less than 6d. a lb. 
after 1st March next, it will most cer- 
tainly do so. 

As it is obvious‘from the facts given 
aa that there is, and can be, no alternative 
* to an increased price for retail sugar, 
at and that, whether this price is to be 6d. 
Bs aor $0d. the price paid for the foreign 
a sugar purchased and now in course of 
_-«- eonsumption—these world’s prices. can- 
not, of course, be affected by any action 


"any or all of its citizens—the question 
ie ae whether the price proposed to be paid for 
the locally-grown sugar, viz., £30 6s. 8d., 
is too high, must be dealt with First, 

3 m let me point out that this price is far the 
lowest at present ruling for sugar in any 
_ part'of the world. And this despite the 
fact that all cane sugar grown in other 
parts of the world is produced by black 
‘labour at very low wages, while Austra- 
lian sugar is raised by white labour, and 
% the wages paid to the workers are the 
highest in the world. Secondly, the 
 sugar-grower, as a primary producer, is 
as much entitled as is the grower of 
rh meat, or wool, to anna ap- 


tm Mion, rts 


to take. 


 do*so-if it acquires the Queensland crop. 


taken either by the Government or by. 
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If the sugar-grower got even one-half 
of the world’s price to-day, he would re- 
celve more than the price he is willing 
He does this in return for a 
fixed price for three years. The industry 
is stabilized, and he is encouraged to in- 
crease his output. If the Commonwealth 
does not give him this guarantee, he will, 
of course, be entitled to ask that he shall 
get something approaching the world’s 
parity for this coming season’s crop. 
But it is said that the price paid under 
the proposed agreement is too high. In 
all the circumstances, I do not think so. 
It has to be remembered that the cost of 
producing sugar has increased very con- 
siderably. Wages, which absorb no less 
than 80 per cent. of the cost of produc- 
tion, have increased very much, and the 
workers are, owing to the increased cost 
of living and other reasons, demanding 
a further increase. The growers quite 
recognise that an increase will be granted 
by the Courts, and that some increase is 
justified. 


The price is not too high. But, quite 
apart from this, the sugar question can- 
not be ‘regarded merely from the stand- 
point of commerce and industry. It is 
one of very great national importance. 
The electors of the Commonwealth have 
long recognised this. The sugar industry 
and the conditions formerly existing 
therein are chiefly responsible for the 
almost unanimous adoption of the policy 
known as “ White Australia.” Aus- 
tralians recognised that it was vital to 
the safety of Australia that the sugar 
lands of the great, rich, northern State of 
Queensland should be cultivated, and by 
white labour. In the face of much oppo- 
sition it adopted this policy, knowing 
that it would probably have to pay more 
for its sugar, but satisfied that it was. 
essential to the defence and the progress 
of Australia that white men should be 
encouraged to settle upon and cultivate 
the sugar lands of Queensland. Years 
have passed; the greatest war in the 
world involved Australia in a life and 
death struggle. ‘The White Australia 
policy, as applied to the sugar industry, 
has stood the test admirably. It pro- 


vided Australia during the war with the _ 
cheapest sugar in the world, and at the 


same time it sent thousands of the sons — 
of the white sugar-growers to fight for 
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‘ditions over which neither they nor the 


et ~ Queensland growers have control—the 
- consequences “ot war, droughts, cyclones 


—they have to pay more for their sugar 


than they have done for the last five 


years. The Australian people will still get 


sugar cheaper than any other people in 
the world, and they will do this because 
the Australian grower gets less than any 


‘other grower in the mas at the present 
time. 


f 


The trouble is, not that we pay too much 


for Australian sugar, but that there is 
too little of it to “supply our needs, and 
so we have to buy foreign sugar at nearly 
three times the price.” Raw sugar costs 
£30 6s. 8d. per ton. The retail price is 
6d. per lb., or £56 Bee ton. 
the £25 13s. 4d. go to? It may be asked 
(1) How is the £30 6s. 8d.—the price paid 
for raw sugar—divided ? 
should the retail price of sugar be 6d., 

which is £56 per ton? Who gets the dif. 
ference ? es to (1) the cane grower gets 
£19 14s. ; (2) the miller gets £10 12s. 
3d. Out o what they get, they have, of 


course, to pay all expenses of preducuce, 


including labour. 
_ The refining and distributing -costs are 


as follows :— L& 
| 2 64g 

Cost to'refine ° ... : 1370 
Estimated cost of freight .. UO | Se 
Coal a see aed UMN 
Bags «.. 9.16.00 
Paid to Colonial Sugar Re- 

‘fining Company under pro- 
_ posed agreement for financ- 

ing, t.e., paying for the | \ 
raw or foreign sugar, dnd = \ 

managing AN ih Ny 


_ Selling charge paid te Colanial 


Sugar Refining Company 0 hat) 


To _wholesale distributors— 
maximum discount 5 per 
COT 1 8 os at Lakh 

To retail grocers SQ orb 


~ From the “foregoing it will be seen how 


little the cost of refining, and the amount 


fi Faia to the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
_ pany for managing, financing, selling, and 
_ distributing, 

charges altogether amount. to only £2 
128. 6d. per ton—a little more than }d. 
per pound, or less than one third of the : 
amount paid to the retail grocers; so > that 


afiect the price. These 


Mr. retial 
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: fae ; 
Sa aakento of the Goramon wees ‘and 
liberty. Australians have no reason, ‘then, 


7 price of sugar, 
to complain that now, as a result of con- 


Where does ' 


And (2) Why. 


“price of £29 


10D) 


be required for fourteen thes Dia 


sugar advanced; ie 0 nearly £100. 











































whoever is” responsi 

tha | Tesi 

hardly be placed upon 

the Colonial Sugar Ramis 6 
The increase in the ie de 

6d. per pound is caused by i— 

(a) The increased return necess 

balance the price of’ - 

sugar and | ang: still | 

loss. a 

(b) 1d. per lb. of ine inerea 

to sugar industry. 

(c) lid. per lb. in purchase of for 

sugar to meet consumptic; 

(d) The increased amount all 

retailers—or more th i 

per lb. Bay) resid x i 

The only increase paid ‘to the: sus 

pany is 2s. 6d. per ton to cover t 

of the extra capital employed to 

the sugar turnover of, say, £14,00 | 
per annum. If the sugar comp: 

ae a 6d. Lied ton on a Bas 


i 


fit made by the Colonial Savio’ 
Company equals 2 per cent. of 
£49, or £1 2s. 6d. per ton. 
creased price of £49 as against: 
per ton—20_ multipli 
280,000 equals £5,600,000 per a: 
and this increased turnover will cer 
need more than £700,000 additional 
tal to handle it.) The extra cost o 
and coal cannot at present be acc 
stated, but will amount to a large 
during the year. . 


Why was fot enough cheat 
sugar bought to prevent increase 1 
Some critics say. that the Commo 
ought to have foreseen the end 
war, the! shortage in the local sugar 
due to cyclones and. droughts, and 
enough to: make any increased pri 
necessary. I will try to a 
gentlemen in a very few words. — 
ary, 1919; nearly fourteen month 
the price of new crop sugar in Jay , 
£22 per ton, and it is qui | 
the event’’ to ask why more 
not then purchased. The nswer is 
at a time the quantity 


capi. 


ei 


ms 


of more sugar being ae it on 


or more, and that the | 
not generally expected to i % 
ever, the unexpected, haat a an 






























pat ie Cuba at £25 ‘per ton—the price 
y roke, and speculation soon forced it up 

to £45 or more. The Java sugar-owners 
in Holland evidently received early news 

of-Germany’s plight and the coming of 
the armistice, , as prices of Java sugar 
‘went up with a bound, helped by the 
foundation of the Java Sugar Trust to 
andle and control all sugar, and the re- 
Py, the Allies of some forty or more 
eh eargo steamers which had been 
up. Then shipment of Java sugar 
ape fears commenced 1 in earnest, and bite 


. ye sugar was offered at £7 per ton or 
sreabouts. . The lowest official ue 


ee some twenty Iibath: ago. 
ae are pine facets, and they speak for 
i The Government could not 
a now that Doak hae: ae droughts, 
&e., the local crops would fall short of 
the estimates, and so, it did not buy 
foreign | sugar for years ahead. It has 
said Yat the Australian consumer 
had sugar at 33d. per Ib., because 
Government bought foreien sugar at 
The Commonwealth Go- 
ment did buy very large quantities 
heap. foreign sugar, and the com- 
munity has enjoyed the advantages of 
- this for many months. Leaving out of 
ecount: the segnshs sugar purchased in 
the Govern- 
ment ee haces a parcel ‘of 60 ,000 tons 
fs oe ava ad at ‘£22 f.o.b. for shipment 


Be £25 per ton. It is not true 
e duty has been charged. It is a 
book entry, and none of the duty 
ars in the cost of the sugar. 
£ oe of time granted. 

_ facts ahow 
piste sugar ails and in the quan- 
ty which the then estimated output of 
et warranted as ample for all 


With. regard to vihothor the price of 
reign sugar will-fall to pre-war cost, it 
d hat while pe one contract 
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o 
Peat Oneomaand growers is ; good business 


for the consumer this year, it may not be » 


good for the next year, or the year after, 
owing to the fall in the price of. foreign 
sugar. Of course, ‘no one can say what 
price foreign sugar will be in one or two 
years’ time, but there are many good 
“reasons for believing that the price of 
sugar will not fall to pre-war level dur- 
ing the next three years :— 


1. Beet crops in Europe are not 
likely to be extensively 
planted this season owing to 
industrial troubles. . When 


will they end? 

2. Many beet sugar factories were 
destroyed during the war, and 
they will take time to rebuild. 

3. Cane sugar production cannot be 
materially increased for some 
time, as more new raw sugar- 
mills must first be provided 
before the cane is planted. 
This is a great disadvantage, 
as a large sum must first be 
expended and a mill erected 
as a preliminary to cane 
planting. This factor pre- 
vents the opening up of many 
small new areas of suitable 
land. 

In Australia it is estimated the maxi- 
mum output of existing raw sugar-mills, 
if the season enjoys favorable climatic 
conditions, 1s 350,000 tons. The latest 
mill — South Johnstone — cost over 
£500,000, including tramways, and more 
lines: are "still being laid. I only wish to 
add, in conelusion, that the point which 
the honorable member stressed, namely, 
that the retail price of sugar was not war- 
ranted by the circumst&nces, has been dis- 
posed of by the facts I have given. It is 


only because we intend—if the’ agreement 


is approved—to pool the Queensland 
sugar, that we shall be able to sell at 6d,, 
a commodity which otherwise could only 


be retailed at 10d. per lb. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) 
[3.38 ].—It is quite impossible for honor- 
able members to have followed the figures 
contained ina speech such as the Prime 
Minister has just delivered; and I say 
again that. before important statements 
of this character are delivered it should 
be merely an act of common courtesy to 
have a few copies prepared for distribu- 
tion among honorable members. © 


_ 


But, let. 


or iss 
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me deal with such of the eure as we 
have been able.to gather from the Prime 
Minister with respect to Java sugar. The 
other night the right honorable gentle- 
man delivered himself of a little cheap 
clap-trap by saying that he was not God 
Almighty, and thus could not have fore- 
seen the end of the war, and that, there- 
fore, the Government had not felt dis- 
posed to,purchase sugar. The Prime 
Minister has just stated that twenty 
months ago sugar was purchasable in 
Java for £13 per ton. A few months 
afterwards, ,when the Government 
bought, it had risen to £22 per ton. ‘It is 
a fact that merchants approached the Go- 
vernment and asked for permission to 
purchase sugar when it was obtainable 
in any quantity in Java at £7 10s. per 


ton, but the Government refused to 
allow them to do so. ‘ 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—When was 
that? 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That was about 
eight months before the armistice. 

Mr. Richarp Fosrrr.—They could 1 not 
have got any ships then: 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The honorable 
member will persist in these silly objec- 
- tions. He now alleges that the Govern- 
ment refused to allow merchants to buy 
Java sugar because there were no ships 
available. These merchants were pre- 
pared to take the risk of getting ship- 
ping; some, indeed, had ships available, 
and were prepared to bring the sugar 
down here. And there was not so very 
much foresight required to see what the 
position would be, for some of those same 
merchants bought sago, tapioca, and other 
_ products of Java at the time when the 


Government were réfusing to allow them 


to purchase sugar. And they made enor- 
mous profits. What is the good of all 
this clap-trap, and of saying that, because 
the Government could not have. foreseen 
the end of the war, they could not have 
bought sugar? These merchants who 
were unable to carry on owing to the want 
of sugar applied to the Government for 
permission to: purchase the commodity, 
but were refused, although at the time 
there were 800,000 tons of sugar lying 
in Java which could have been bought 
at less than £7 10s. per ton. 

I have taken the trouble to ascertain 
what is likely to be the effect of the in- 
crease in the price of sugar on fruit- 
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‘member made the statement. 





growers., Last year iketesnees jom, ie pe 
tories bought 976 tons of quinces and 
2,050 tons of melons, but this year neither 
quinces nor melons will be bought by the 
factories. The quinces were purchased at 
£10 per ton. ~The factories also bought iM 
3,000 bushels of figs and 2,000 bushels 
of pears; but now, owing first to the 
scarcity of sugar, and later to the increase 
in the price of the commodity, they refuse — 4 
to buy either figs or pears. In fact, it 
is quite safe to say that if sugar retains 
its present price practically the whole of 
the less valuable varieties of fruit, such 
as the cheaper kinds of plums, quinces, 
apples and oranges, will cease to be con- 
verted into jam. pia 

Mr. Gritenn.—Will the honorable mem- : 
ber tell us how we are to get cheaper . 
sugar ? hue 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1 told the Min- © : 
ister nearly two years ago where he could | ae 
get it, and he would not get it. 

Mr. Grenne.—The honorable mnekaben 
never spoke to me about the matter. | 
Mr. Roperrs.—This is a serious con- 
flict of testimony. | 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is not. Thee 
times I have made the same statement to | 
the Minister’s face, and this is the first — 
time he ‘has had the cheek to contradict — 

me. 
Mr. Grerwe.—I may tell the honorable 


‘member that I have never heard him 


make the statement until now. I have. 
not been in the Chamber when he pre- i 
viously spoke on the matter. 

‘Mr. McoWILLIAMS.—The Minttee 
rose and replied to the statement the other ‘ 
afternoon. . 

Mr. Greene.—But I was not in ie 
Chamber at any time when the honorable ! 
ik 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I came over 
from Tasmania, and went to the Minister — 
and.also to the Treasurer (Mr. Watt). — i 
Mr. Greenzt.—When sugar was £7 10s. : e 
a ton? Mabe 

Mr. McWILLIAMS,—Yea.. ts : 

Mr. Grennzu.—That would be pai 
eight months before the Armistice Wee 
signed. . # i : on 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It would be " 
somewhere about then. an, 

Mr. GREENE —Well, 7 was not Ministor 
then. ee 


he Re dd 










































Re MOMITLIS MS: Tet mo give the 
: I was crossing to 


‘bolt, who was then a partner of J ones and 
Jompany, and has since been appointed 
gent-General for Tasmania. He. had 
ust come from Java, and told me that 
lis company could buy any quantity of 
ugar there at £7 10s. per ton, but the 


eh Ay, sugar 
‘be made at that, time. There 
were also on the boat two gentle- 
men from Java, who told me that if a 
( ash offer were made for sugar at that 
time it could have been bought for con- 
_ siderably less than £7 10s. per ton. 
-» Mr. Fremine.—They were very foolish 
not to buy it. : ire 
Mr. McWILLIAMS,—But at this time 
e Commonwealth Government were pre- 
venting any one from purchasing sugar 
. ‘abroad and bringing it into Australia. 
Mr, Corser.—They could ‘have pur- 
ased the sugar abroad, even if they did 
t, bring it into Australia. | 
r. McWILLIAMS.—Would any one 
agine that a person would purchase 
ch a perishable commodity as sugar if 
here was a prohibition against bringing 
into Australia ? A se op 
‘Mr. Corsrer.—They could have kept it 
Java and sold it to America. 
- Mr.. McWILLIAMS.—I would _ not 
have referred to this aspect of the question 
if the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) had 
mot again indulged in “a little bit of 
slinging off ’’ this afternoon about fore- 
sight. There was no foresight on my 
| rt. I repeat now that some of the men 
_ who were refused permission to-buy sugar 
did buy tapioca and sago, and land it in 
Australia, and make an enormous profit 
out of it. Good luck to them for having 
had the requisite foresight! — 


Several honorable members interjecting, 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It was not 
profiteering. If persons can buy com- 
modities uncommonly cheaply, and sell 
+ them at a fair and reasonable price, it is 
“+ not profiteering. “fs 

_  <Australia is in a very awkward posi- 
tion. Sugar is being bought in Queens- 
land at a price which is less than that at 
ich it can be bought in other parts of 
world, but I differ from the Prime 


Mi ister when he says that the shortage of) 
roughout the world will continue 


} » 
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for three years. Of course, it is all a 


matter of opinion and research, but it is — 
a fact that the beet fields of Germany 
and Austria were not injured by the 
war. They went out of cultivation 
simply because the beet cultivators were 
taken into the army, and Germany had 
no means of exporting beet sugar even if 
she had manufactured it. We know that 
that country is to-day in the direst ex- 
tremities to produce something which 
she can export for cash with which to re- 
trieve the terrific slaughter which has 
been made in the rateg of exchange be- 
tween her and the rest of the world. 
Great Britain is permitting Germany to 
deal in certain lines, and if there is one 
thing Great Britain wants more than an- 
other it is sugar. Prior to the war she 
was Importing 76 per cent. of her sugar 
requirements from Germany and Aus- 
tria. My advice is that the people of 
Germany are frantically reviving their 
beet sugar/industry. It must be remem- 
bered that beet is an annual crop. It 
takes only one year to produce a beet 
crop. Therefore, I make bold to say that 
before three years are over Germany will © 
be exporting beet sugar to a greater ex- 
tent than before the war, and the inordi- 
nately high price of sugar will be reduced. 

IT repeat that our position to-day is due 
to the want of common foresight on the 
part of those who were controlling the 
sugar industry during the war. Now we 
are told that we must accept this agree- 
ment, as it is the, best that can be done 
in the cireumstances. 

Mr, Ropcurs.—Why did not Great - 
Britain buy Java sugar when it was at 
such a low price? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—There was an 
enormous difference between buying sugar 
in Java, which is at our back door, to 
bring it to Australia, and buying it to 
take it to Great Britain through waters 
infested by submarines. 

At any rate, we are told that we can 
take this agreement or leave it? I have 
endeavoured to obtain information on 
this subject from some of the best sources — 
in Melbourne, and I say that I am not 
sure now that it would not be wiser if the 
agreement were withdrawn altogether. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


Johnson).—Order! The honorable mem- 


ber’s time has expired. 

Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [3.51].—I de- 
sire, as briefly as I may, to answer the 


Z . J yap 


‘ months before the armisticee—— | Mr. GREENE —Wi 


approached me with an offer to put sugar Mr. GREENE. ue) aay pee . the 


cannot charge it with the recollection ofa 


dune of 1918 to buy sugar on behalf of Mr 


of sugar. In the 1917-18 season we had 


-yernment should have speculated with 


needed, without the authority of Parla- 


_ country. _ it took 13 tons of cane 


for? 


_ Government bought. ~ between £18 and £19 


| sugar at the time to which he refers, we -Colonial Sugar Refining ( 
dar} should have speculated and bought sugar told them I had some do: 
in advance, despite the obligation resting position in the future. : 
upon the Government at ihe time of bers should bear in~ mit 
yak taking full delivery of all the sugar estimating then for this 
grown in Queensland. The Government ‘present year, or about f 
_ eould not have done that, nor could they | ahead, and lt is” n0 a 
buf yee oad seem to He this oe. Hoe) 3 
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yur 
V 


Rition put forward Pee owing | iat a 


lack of foresight on the part of the Go- 10s per ton, in vew a 


vernment foreign sugar was not bought. on our hands at that pe 


The ‘honorable member for Franklin Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The 


(Mr. McWilliams) has made the state- knew in July, 1918, that t 
ment that he approached me some eight a shortage during the @1 


Mr, McWiriiams.—l am not sure of tain extent. ae 
the date. — Mr. Tupor. ee G an 
Mr. GREENE.—The honorable gen- tell in July to within 10 ned 
tleman states that about that time he ho crop would be. Ga 


at our disposal for £7 10s. per ton. All Toader of the O hah ah 
I can say is that, while I have a fairly ie te aeoned —— I ido 4 


good memory for matters. of this sort, I 


\ 


single occasion on which the honorable ae 190, 000 ere a 
member ever spoke to me about sugar. yy, ee ie “ia a 
If any one asked me at any time before .¢ 9x9 000 tons made? qa 


the Commonwealth at a low, price, I 
think I would remember it, for the 
simple reason that we were then 
just approaching the end of a sugar 
season with a carry-over of 60,000 tons 


harvesting started. - LN 

Mr. Tupvor.—It must have bes 
time before. 

Mr. GREENE. aT can ‘tell th 
able gentleman the reason why the esti 


| : mate was not reached. It was. 
a carry-over of 60,000 tons of sugar, and 4), cyclone, which was experien 


1 ask the honorable member whether he season before, shook Ae ae 
thinks that, with a carry-over of sugar to Mr. Tone —What, Cairn 
that amount, the Commonwealth Go- Mackay? — DY 


Mr. GREENE.In- ae ae, 
public money to buy sugar which they did 
not know they would ever require. I which we expected a very ares. ret 


. Mr. Tupor.—In Janua i: 
ean remember the honorable member any ? 
standing in his place only a few days Mr. GREENE.—It the honorabl ge 


ie 
ago and berating the Gav ernment ae tleman will listen to what ne am eee 


At : “The fact ae inst 
getting 1 ton of sugar to 9 tons..o i 























ment we pledged the credit of the 


Mr, McWrt1aMs. —What was that of sugar. ‘That was eometlting v 


. ; was utterly impossible - 
Mr. GREENE.—Ships. In view of that shortage o 21 op we 
Mr. McoWirrtams.—But° ‘look ‘what the 57,000 tons of cheap. sugar at som 




















_ Mr. GREENE.—I would urge ‘upon public. have had ‘the i 
the honorable member the value of con- sugar. 7: 

sistency. He is now telling us that, al- IT now come\to the next 
though we had in hand 60,000 tons of the 14th’ February, 1919, ac Mes 


fo Wd 





vid 
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rr Wold ahs Colonials pea Refining 
ompany that I wanted them to give me 
heir candid opinion as to what the posi- 


- ment should make to meet it. I asked 

them to gives us the best advice they 
could give, and this is the reply they sent 
’ me: fea anes 

Ce CLG ‘hes eee aiblc, I venture bo think, for any- 
body to forecast the future of the sugar mar- 
_ ket for the next eighteen months with a hope 
of arriving at a conclusion which would be of 
the” slightest value, There are so many un- 
known factors involved in such a speculation 
that the question of supplies and prices must 
emain altogether uncertain, and to determine 
hether to buy raw sugar for forward de- 
very, or to wait the chance of ‘doing better 
ter on, is purely a matter of hazard. 
“endeavoured in my letter of 3rd instant to 
» Federal Attorney-General to throw some 
c ight on the position as we saw it, and you. 
will notice that we agree to the opinion of 
‘our London agents that it will be prudent to 
secure a portion of supplies required next 
‘season. Since then further advices have been re- 
ceived from London, recommending us to com- 
mence buying, and these have, no doubt, been 
prompted by the strong demand, especially 
from Japan. As things” stand, we would, if 
. acting on our own account, and able to com- 
mand freight, as well as control the selling 
‘price for refined products, buy now 40,000 tons 
50,000 tons, leaving balance of requir ements 
be secured later. : 


‘hat is what they thought at’ that time. 
“Mr. Tuopvor.—That was February, 
BOK 4) 
“Mr. GREENE.—Yes. The Govern- 
ent acted upon that advice, and immedi- 
ately purchased, not 40, 000 tons, or 
50,000 tons, but. 60,000 tons of sugar. 
Now I propose to give honorable mem- 
bers the advice of the London agents re- 
ferred to. I do not for the moment recol- 
lect the name of the London agents of the: 
‘Colonial Sugar Refining Company, but: 
heyy are the biggest sugar people in the 
b: world, They cabled at about the date 
of “the company’s letter, the 3rd Feb- 
uary, 1919, in the following terms :-— 
According expected supplies and increased 
dD consumption do not anticipate large surplus 
~ end year, 
‘That is to say, a large surplus in the 
world’s: markets— 


which case fo, b. values bo he decline materi- 
7 ly. “ 


a place in the can market. If 
ing, their cable, which is very care- 
70 orded, ! shows that pe, rather 
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anticipated ‘a decline, though they did 
not anticipate a material decline. ‘The 
cable continues— 

Under these circumstances perhaps advisable 
now purchase portion requirements October- 
November. — . 
At that time the estimate of the Queens- 
land crop for the season 3 

- Mr. Tupor.—You are still speaking of 
Fabri ais L919) 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes; The estimate 
supplied to us by thé best experts in the 
industry was, for the 1919-20 season, 
205,000 tons. After having purchased 
for the 1918-19 season 57,000 tons of 
foreign sugar, we carried over, in round 
17,000 tons, and we had al- 
ready purchased 60,000 tons additional 
to meet the anticipated 1919-20 shortage. 





Mr. Tupor.—In February of last 
year ¢ ? 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 

Mr. Ryan.—Where did you buy it? 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
My. 
Mr. 


GREENE.—In Java. — 
Ryan.—At what price? 

GREEN E.—£22 per ton. 
Tupor.—Was that f.o.b.? 
GREENE.—Adding together the 


carry-over, the estimated crop, and the 
sugar we had purchased, that gave us, 


roughly, 283,000 tons. 
Mr. Tunor.—Are you including } New 
South Wales in that? 


Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 3 
Mr. Tupor.—To what extent? 
Mr. GREENE.—The /figures do not 


affect the calculations to any extent. 
Honorable members will see that that 
gave us a stock of 283,000 tons, when the 
estimated consumption was 280,000 tons. 
A little later we purchased an additional 
21,000 tons, and we believed then, as we 
had every reason to, that we had sufii- 
cient. 

Mr. unos AVhat did you pay for 
the additional 21,000 tons? 

Mr. GREENE.—£25 per ton for one 
parcel. The quotation for another parcel 
was in dollars, and I am not quite sure, 
at the moment, what the exact rate was. 
We had:every reason to believe that we 
had purchased sufficient to meet our re-’ 
quirements; but, unfortunately, three 
things occurred which interfered with our 
calculations. The crop, which had turned 
out well at the beginning of the 1919-20 
season, did not realize anything like what 


we anticipated, as we received only 167,000 


F ¢ 
S 


+ 
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tons, as against our original. estimate of 
iy 905,000 tons. In addition, the deliveries 
of sugar during the last three months of 
last year were extraordinarily heavy, 
amounting to 30,000 tons more than had 


been delivered during a similar period in 


any previous year. 


Mr. Marurews.—To jam manufac- 
- turers ? hea 
Mr. GREENE.—No; the bulk of it 


went to the distributors, as our figures 
will show. In addition to the unfofeseen 
occurrences already mentioned, the sea- 
son this year, owing to the drought, is 
likely to be late, and so we have to pro- 
vide for an additional four weeks’ supply. 
These three things together have created 
the shortage, and the circumstances could 
not have been foreseen by the. Govern- 
ment. I believe it would have been en- 
tirely wrong for the Government to have 
used public money, and the public eredit 
of this country, to speculate in sugar, and 
to have purchased more than was neces- 
sary to meet the reasonable requirements 
of the Commonwealth. I do not consider 


we had a right to do that; and, taking it~ 


by and large, I think all fair-minded men 
will realize that the Government made 
every reasonable effort to meet the short- 
age. 

Mr. Grecory.—tIn regard to the ques- 
tion of distribution, is the Minister pre- 
pared to recommend the appointment of 
a Board on which the public will have 
representation ¢ 

Mr. GREENE.—If the honorable 

member will submit his suggestion in 
proper form, I am prepared to bring it 
before the Government, and ask that it 
be given careful consideration. 
Mr. Matsews.—You were up to 
February, 1919. As you had a bad crop 
in that year, why did you amet | in 
September ? 

Mr. GREENE.—1I have already — ex- 
plained that long before that the SS 
- ment purchased 81, 810 tons. é 
Mr. Marnews.—Not for this year. 
| Mr. GREENE.—Yes., 

Mr. Marnews.—The coming crop? 

Mr. Hucurs.—To meet the shortage. 

_ Mr. GREENE.—For the 1919-1920 
season. 

Mr. Ryan.—How much was pes 
ab £81 a ton? 

_ “Mr. GREENE.—As I have already | ex- 
pees. a ‘€8P has been caused ied circum - 


between different. countries, of co 


before me. 


that the Government hag not 


retail price of sugar to t. 
whether » this House sho 1 
Sie she ‘Ot the nm 





































defoioney. and the ave rag 
approximately £81 a ton. — . 
Mr. Ryan.—-When did Si payee 
Mr. GREENE. Bis ton 
this year. 7 
Mr. Ryan. —What i is the world’s 
for sugar ? 4 
Mr. GREENE.—It is very “diffic It to 
answer the honorable made s quest tion Ly 
bécause that depends entirely upon iy 
rate of exchange between the diff 
countries concerned. 
Mr. Tupor.—The ratan “fase: Sep ember 
was entirely different from. what es 
day. Seite 
Mr. GREENE.—It was” a pecan \ 
than it is to-day, but that could no ‘ 
foreseen. aeiast'h 
Mr. Hucues. one has been wo: e th 
it is to-day. gee 
Mr. GREENE.—I eye given 
facts, and I think they will meet the o 
jections that have been braught forwar 
Mr. Ryan.—How much did you ine inclu 
for exchange in the £81? © rae 
Mr. GREENE.—The © ‘exchang 
depends upon whether the sugar w 
tained in Cuba or elsewhere; the. 


vary. 

Mr. Ryan.—The 
where he purchased it. 

Mr. GREENE.—I have not ‘he 
The exchange varies a 
ing to the rate ruling when delive 
given. We purchased sugar in Cuba 
months ago, and I do not know whe 
livery will be taken owing to the dif 
ties in obtaining shipping. We de 
pay for the sugar until we lift it, and 

te of exchange payable depends on 
ait rate in London when delive 


taken. ee 
Mr. SPEAKER) (How, | | Ww. El 
Johnson ).—The honorable van 
time has éxpired. 
Mr. RYAN (West, Sydney) [4. 7 


desire to support the motion move 
the honorable member for Yarr: 


Minister 4 


ngly ap 
to every honorable member, o this | 
: t fairly uced 
the question raised by the Leader of the 
Opposition. A distinct. attempt ha b 
made to divert. the disc y 






Hy 


p * 
iy 
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the Queensland Government; and certain 


Cin other persons who recently sat in con- 
ee ference in Sydney. The Government have 
been guilty of a want of frankness in that 
fy 


Rthet respect, and'have not shown a desire to 
discuss the issues raised by the Leader of 
_. the Opposition. 







Speaking of the agree- 


_ Prime Minister’s action in asking for the 
approval of Parliament is evidence of @ 
desire to transfer from the executive 
Government to Parliament the responsi- 
bility for some particular: purpose. 

: Mr. Tupor.—It is the only agreement 
that has been brought before the House. 
~~ Mr. RYAN.—Quite so, and for some 
purpose. The matter has been brought 
before the House, but we have not been 
supplied with the information that was 
_ placed before the delegates who discussed 
- the matter in Sydney. Speaking for 
~ myself, I have no doubt that the Queens- 


land Government would not agree to any- 


_ thing unjust as far as the proposed pay- 
ment to the growers or the wages paid 
- to those in the industry were concerned. 
- But we are asked as individuals to 
_ approve an agreement, and [I think that 
the least we can expect is that all the 
information placed before the representa- 
_ tives at the conference should be placed 
- before us before we come to a decision 
- on the matter. I am not prepared to 
support an agreement merely because it 
- shas been prepared by some one else in 
whom I have confidence. When I. am 
asked to give my approval to such an 

agreement I desire to \hear all the argu- 
ments, and all the circumstancey  sur- 
rounding it. The Prime Minister placed 
_ it before us with very scanty particulars, 
and obtained the approval of the House 
on the voices, not because he intended for 
. one moment to cancel the agreement if 
J _ this House did not approve of it, but 
because he wished to transfer to the mem- 
bers of this House the responsibility. that 
_ properly rested upon the Government. 
» _ Now it is an entirely different issue that 
hy 








® is raised in the motion which has been 
moved this afternoon. The question in- 
volved in that motion is, ‘‘ Do we ap- 
_ prove of the retail price which has been 
fixed for sugar?’’ The Prime Minister 
himself has told us that the rise to a 
‘minimum of 6d. per lb., and possibly to 
a higher price in the country centres, is 
ce roe cre to the agreement made with the 

Queensland Government, but is due to the 
: Yet he 












nportation’ of foreign sugar. 
Ne f . ‘ie f 
2 NMS athe ay ( 
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suggests that we have approved, not 
only of the agreement: entered into 
with the Queensland Government, 
but also of the agreement which 
he has made with the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, and which has 
never been submitted to us. He desires 
to drag in as incidental to our approval of 
that agreement an approval of the retail 
price, which has been fixed by the Go- 
vernment at 6d. per lb. But before we 
can approve of that price, we wish to 
know all the circumstances surrounding 
the importation of this sugar. We wish 
to know what quantity has been im- 
ported, from where it was imported, at 
what price it was imported, what amount 
was included in that price for exchange, 
and what opportunities there were for 
purchasing sugar at a lower price. The 
object of this motion is to direct atten- 
tion to a matter of urgent public im- 
portance, namely, the retail price of 
sugar. The man in the street is not con- 
cerned with all the generalities with which 
the Prime Minister dealt. There is an 
old Latin maxim which reads—/n gene- 
ralibus dolus—in generalities deceit is 
concealed. The Prime Minister has 
dealt out to us a lot of generalities, but 
the average citizen is concerned only with 
the fact that he is being obliged to. pay 
6d. per lb. for his sugar, and he naturally 
wishes to know the reason why. It is up 
to us, as representatives of the people, to 
inquire into the circumstances which the 
Government allege jprovide them with 
justification for increasing the retail price 
of sugar to 6d. per lb. I wish to know 
why the opportunity referred to by the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) wag not seized upon by 
them. He hag affirmed that there are 
prominent merchants who deal in sugar, 
and who desired to obtain permission 
from the.Government to purchase sugar 
in Java at £7 10s. per ton. No doubt, 
they had sufficient foresight to recognise 
that a shortage would occur here. Why 
had not the Government, that foresight? 
Surely they had the same opportunities 
for knowing what future conditions were 
likely to be. The honorable member for 
Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) has said that mer- 
chants were not prevented from buying 
sugar abroad, but that they were pre- 
vented from bringing it here. 
I understand him to mean? | 
mean that they were prevented by the 
Government from bringing it here? Be 


What do 
Does he | 
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Mr. CorsEeR.—The Cearnment wanted 


. to encourage the local grower. 


Mr. RYAN.—There was no need for 


such. encouragement to the local grower, 


‘because there was in operation a Pro- 
tective duty of £6 per ton. 


Mr. Corser.—That in itself was not 


7 sufficient. 


Mr. RYAN.—The honorable member 
declares that the Government prevented 
merchants from bringing sugar into the 


Commonwealth. On the other hand, the 


Prime Minister affirmed that there ‘were. 
no ships to bring it here. That is an en- 
tirely- different statement. If there were 


no ships available to bring it here, ob- 


- merchants who purchased it. 


vously the responsibility for providing 
those ships would have rested upon the 
‘That was 
a risk which they were quite prepared to 
incur. We thus have before us these two 
contradictory statements. The honorable 
member for Wide Bay has said that the 
merchants were prevented by the Govern- 
ment from bringing foreign sugar into 
Australia. On the other hand, the Prime 
Minister has declared that sugar was not 
imported because there were no_ ships 
available to bring it here. The honor- 
able member for Franklin (Mr. McWil- 


-liams) has provided the answer to the 


jater statement. 


Manifestly, the view 
expressed by the honorable member /for 
Wide Bay is the correct one. The mer- 
chants were prevented from bringing 
foreign sugar here although they ‘were 
quite prepared to accept the risk of being 
unable to obtain the requisite shipping. 
They were prevented from doing so for 
some reason or other. ‘However, it 1s 


¢@lear that somebody bought the sugar 


which was then available in Java at £7 
10s. per ton. Was Australia the subse- 


f quent purchaser of that sugar at a higher 


the profits ? 
a ber 


~ Java, but somebody bought it. 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 





price, and have middlemen appropriated 
The merchants, to whom re-. 
ference was made by the honorable mem: 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) ; 
were not allowed to buy this sugar in 


Will the 


Greene) say that that sugar was not the 
“sugar which was afterwards purchased 
by the Commonwealth? He admits that 
the Commonwealth have purchased some 


_ thousands of tons from Java at £23 per 


ton. May not that be the same sugar as 


some middleman’ purchased for £7 10s. 


i ) : TAR Hg ON era 


‘per ton? 
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satis season. 


- ter in which the Government particip 


Queensland, and, generally, 
mae RGayrere: ; 








































knows that, — > st 
Air OXYGEN gyn is a dou 
somebody purchased ihe sugar 
10s. per ton and sold it rat a ages 
price. RA) 


Mr. RYAN.—If the ‘Witieior i 
Navy wishes me to do so, I can supp 
him with an example of a like char, 


to the detriment of our primary pro 
ducers. They purchased abroad a 
large number of bags which oF 
have made available: tos our: | 


and thus a on of pet nay ‘£25 
and £300,000 was made at the expense 
the primary producers of this country. 

’ Mr, Greens. —The honorable n member 


ae that SRD DFL Tes oie ms 
missed by the Government of 

country have ‘been seized by private i 
viduals, with the result that our 
sumers are now paying for these 
takes. The rise Manic has taken | 


a way that it affords a great opportm 
for Sabai Se! I do pi care: i 


stocks, nee sugar being sol at " 
higher than are justified by reference 
the old price. The other day when. BY, wai 
speaking here, I referred to. the fact that. 
in- the case of a tempore increase * 


gency, it wentth Be a proper thing that ¢ 5 
general taxpayer should bear some of tl 
Huston Sathentuen tie it should be force d- 
upon the shoulders of the consumers, and 
especially of those who have to mae a 
large families. The» Minister, oe | 


i had said that tiie taxpayers ha | 
tralia should pay for improved condit 
in the carrying on of the suge ‘ r 

































Present. ae 7 the Government 
of that State. : 

Sir Josep Coox pra Petarcad to the 
honorable member’s statement that the 
total loss on the sugar deal should be 


“distributed amongst our population. 

Mr. RYAN.—TI did not say that. The 
“same misrepresentation is being brought 
forward again. I referred to the sudden 
rise, due to the necessity of importing 
_ foreign sugar at high prices, and I said 
that it would be better that the general 
Bia | taxpayer should bear the brunt in: such 
ceases. I was not referring to any rise in 
prices as a consequence of the settled 


“  eouragement of any particular branch of 
fied with regard to the question as to 
whether an amount, equivalent to £6 per 


- imported phe Did I understand the 
Minister to say that nothing was added? 
My. Greene.—Not for duty. 


any time there was an amount of £6 
ae ton goed to the at of i 


ee Mr. Greenn.—l think I am right in 
saying, “No.” At all events, nothing has 
_ been added since [ have been at the 


‘ —Not, Stic ‘since the 

_ Minister has been in charge of the De- 

_ partment, but can he say if anything has 

been added while the present Government 

have been in office? 

Mr. Greenr.—To the best of my belief, 

no. oy: 

Mire: RYAN. vay. have a different. im- 
~ pressions notwithstanding the Minister’s 

“assurance. 

Mr. Greene. —Before any a pieeniant 
was. made with the Queensland Govern- 
ment the duty was added to the DAB toa 
price: of sugar. 

Mr. RYAN. Ee but I am Saakine 
| os time subsequent to the making of 
_ any agreement, because I am under the 
_ impression—and I have good reason for 
the belief—that the amount of duty was 
added to the price of imported sugar 
aD ne it was pooled, and that a very con- 


primary production. I am not quite satis- 


7 


olicy of the Government for the en-. 
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I think it Geaoanted in one season to as 
much as £500,000. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—The honorable member’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) [4.25].—I am 
not surprised at the honorable member 
for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) suggest- 
ing that some of the burden due to the 
increased price of sugar should be borne 
by ing arain taxpayers, because, ties a 


agate for very many years and to the 
extent of many millions of pounds. The 
time will soon come when the whole policy - 
will have to be reviewed. To my mind 
the approval of the agreement—and this 
House did deliberately approve of it— 
involves the approval of an increase in 
price. 

Mr. Tupor.—No such thing. 

Mr. BOWDEN.—That may be the 
honorable member’s opinion. I disagree 
with him. I say that the question as to. 
what has been done in the past, or 
whether the Government might have 
done this or that, cannot very much affect 
us now. - We -have now to _ consider 
whether the agreement is a good one, and 
whether the price is fair. Whether the 
opportunity referred to by the honorable 
member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) 
to purchase sugar at a certain price 
should have been seized or not, does not 
now concern us, although I think the 
Minister for Customs (Mr. Greene) has 
shown that, so far as the Government. 
could forecast events, they had reason to 
believe that they then had more than 


, enough sugar in hand or in sight, so that | 
Government purchase would have been 


very.much in the nature of a specula- 
tion, and outside the proper sphere of 
the Government. ‘The first question for 
honorable members to consider is, 
whether in connexion with the agreement, 
the Government .could have done better. 
Some honorable members have suggested 
that the agreement might have been made 
for two years instead of three, but the 
Queensland Government have answered 
that contention by saying that a three- 
years’ agreement was necessary to en- 
courage planting and the opening up of 
uew areas. It is a fact'that if the agree 
ment had not been made, the Queens- — 
land sugar-growers, instead of getting — 
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$39 or £33 per ton, pe haven fon 
able to command £79 to £81 per ton, and 
the people of Australia would have to 
pay about 10d. instead of 6d. per Tb. 
_ We have to decide whether it will be 
worth while, temporarily, to pay 10d. per 
th for sugar in anticipation of getting it 
' for less next year or in the following 
year. The general opinion appears to be 
that there is no chance in the second year 
of getting sugar for less than £32 10s. 
per ton, and the only point, therefore, 
to consider is whether in the third’ year 


of this agreement we could get it for so_ 


much less in the open markets ‘of the 
world, that it would be advantageous to 
pay a "higher price for the first two years. 
So far as I can judge, the outlook is, that 
sugar prices are unlikely to fall to. any- 
where near the level of pre-war days. 
One honorable member said that German 
sugar-beet fields would shortly become 
.productive again, but although Germany 
was not invaded during the war, other 
factors affecting production have to be 
taken into consideration. All the 
machinery of German beet factories was, 
for several years, put to other uses. Her 
railway lines were torn up for use on 
the battle front, and there is not much 
likelihood, in the future, of the employ- 


ment of women in the fields again, or the. 


payment of the same rate of wages to 
men as prior to the war. The same in- 
fluences are operating in all sugar-pro- 
- ducing countries, so prices are not likely 
to recede materially. We shall ‘not 
see £7 10s., or even £17 10s., per ton 
for Java sugar for many years to come. 
Jt must be remembered, ‘also, that the 
‘retail price is fixed by the Government 
on the higher rate now being paid for im- 
ported sugar. 
told us that it will fluctuate. It will go 
down in accordance with the price we 


, have to pay for the imported article, 


and we may very fairly anticipate that, 
although the price will not go up beyond 
the present figure, there will be in the 
near future a decrease as the price of the 
sv imported sugar decreases. 


» Mr. 


a is optimistic. 


Mr. BOWDEN .—I an, and I believe 
m 6 am, justified in my optimism. The 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
_ MeWilliams) spoke of the jam manu- 
; facturers: and - the apps iets 


industry, and if the manufacturers 


agreement. — fe a 


. the 
The Prime Minister has. 


Tupor.—The honorable member i deficit. 


‘men are provided for, th 










ize. ove t. 
rest of the world id he extent. of £25 
£30 per ton. With that start, anc 
the rebate: phi’ has been promis 
them by the Prime 1} linister, 
world’s parity falls below what they | 
to pay for sugar in Australia, the 
really on velvet, and quent to be a 


fruit-growers than they could if theyehl ad 
to purchase at the world’s parity. Th re 
are enterprising men in ‘the jam-mak 
























any enterprise at all they ought 
able to capture the markets of the worlc 


at the rate at which they’ ane now e 
their sugar. ; 


Mr. Rirzy Why should we ei 


WME BOWDEN. Wer poe ge 
cheap jams now, and we are ge 
cheaper sugar than we could get a 
where else in the world _withow 


Mr. Tupor.—lIt is much +6 


New Zealand. 


Zealand, sugar will gale be me 
6d. within the next month, and 


matter in Ha ‘proadest. aspects, “so i 
we are able to forecast events fo 
next three years, the agreement is a got 
one. The Prime Minister (Mr. Hughe: 
and the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Mr. Greene) have explained that the ris 
of $d. per Ib., after allowing 4d. each | )I 
growers ‘and the millers, repre 
sents the difference which the Commo ‘ 
wealth hag to pay between the prices 
the imported and local sugars when t 
pool the two lots. Even then, as the M 
Hee for Trade and Rei sini _ figu : 







Refining Company is not + coming out 9 v1] 





per Tb. does not make’ very ae 
ence to the 6d. Under the greeme 


established, cine wi ea 


is pee 3 A 
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: ooh be Eganced by ‘the ‘people who use 
ok sugar, which gi to be a fair and 


Mr. PROWSE (Horas [4.35].—A good 
| fe af deal of consideration has been given to 
ia. what: was done and what was not done in 
“4 < _ the past. In my ‘opinion, the Common- 
wealth \finds itself in the present position 
_ because of the short-sighted policy of re- 
ti _ stricting ‘production under the former 

: ee | agreement. I dare say the idea was that 
_ if there was over-production the surplus 
eae be sold in the open market against 
the competition of sugar grown by black 
labour; but it was a short-sighted policy, 
however it be looked at. It would have 
been infinitely better, if we had had a sur- 
f Reel then, to sell it at a loss, because that 
AN ond would not have been nearly as great 
as the loss we are now sustaining 

Pi eRe having to purchase outside at 
exorbitant prices, due to the restric- 


i thas a cect niprasediative of the 
_ producer, and a producer myself, I 
_ hold that that short-sighted policy has 
been earried out altogether too much in 
_ the past. The more we can encourage 
_ production in Australia, the better for 
Australia and its consumers. However, 
that is spilt milk. I hope that at 
least it will be a salutary lesson for 
future Administrations. The agreement 
at the present increased rate to “the pro- 
ducer seems to be concurred in by the 
whole House, and the question now be- 


to the consumer. TI do not agree with 
the Leader of my party (Mr. McWil- 
ay that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment should be the supplier to the 
consumers at) a eee Eh (as onby 
ae another — form of taxation on the 
2 re limited number of direct taxpayers in 
Ne ‘the Commonwealth. It ‘thas been ex- 
plained that a loss of £1,000,000 will 
a have to be met, and it is the taxpayers 
| who will have to meet it. I object to 


peravieut making a profit et of the pro- 
t a of the producers, as in the case of 
the wool agreement. In that instance 
the Government took ™m™ dividual made 


fore the Hawes is the ‘price to be fixed 





aya ane Geese, without my being 


 eredited as paying the tax, because it is, 
after all, a tax upon the grower. I say, 
“Tet the grower have his property, and 


tax him afterwards. Let the people pay 
the cost of what they consume, and after= 


wards, 
where, 


in the Arbitration. Court or else- 
levy your cost of living on the 


basis of actual costs.” Why should this 


Government become the foster-mother of | 


the community in the manner that has 
been indicated? I was extremely sorry 
to hear the Prime Minister say that 6d. 
per lb. would not cover the whole cost. 
The balance will have to be met by some- 
body else afterwards. I must vote for 
a price of 6d. per lb., seeing that even 


that will not cover the cost, but I’ sin- . 


cerely hope that the importation which is 
at present necessary will soon be ended, 
and that the Queensland growers will 
produce the full complement, and more 
if they can, of sugar required by Aus- 


tralia. 


price of 43d. per lb. I am not satisfied 


We shall then get back to a 


as to the manner in which the Govern- 
ment are dealing with the stocks already 
purchased at the lower price under the 
old agreement. I feel that the con- 
sumer will be called upon to pay for 
them at the higher price, thus giving the 
middleman an undue profit on the quan- 
tity still unsold. 


Mr. 


J. H. CATTS (Cook) [4.40]—On 


the information before us, I am opposed 
to the new Hughes agreement with. the 
various sugar interests, made in a secret 
conference, and also to the price arrange- 


ments 
ment. 


A motion for adjournment, which per- 


of the Commonwealth Govern- 


mits of a brief explanation by honorable 


members, and which expires with the ’ 


clock two hours after it has commenced, 
without any opportunity of reaching a 


vote, 
which 


is not an adequate means by 
the Commonwealth Parliament 


should deal with a great question of this 


kind. 


taken 


We 


It prevents any real action being 
to meet the situation. 


have been informed time after time 


that the Commonwealth has no power to 
reduce prices and control the gost of liv- 


ing. 


Here is an excellent example of 


the unlimited power of .the Common- 
wealth to control prices and to increase 


them. 


If it -has the power to increase 
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the 
sugar was £18 per ton, the first Hughes 
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Heriees: it has ikowise he power an ‘re- 
duce them. By gross maladministration, 
as has been tapi) on the floor of the 
_ House, the public of Australia have now 
to face an added sugar bill of £7, 000 000 
‘per annum. 

After the outbreak of the war, ale 
wholesale price of Australian 


agreement brought the price up to £21. 


The retail price was then 3d. It became 


34d. under the first Hughes agreement, 
ae the Oommonwealth’ Government 


made about £500,000 ont of the deal. 
The Colonial Sugar Refining Company 


made £1,000,000 per year profit during 
the war, and has made, under the first 
Hughes agreement, more than is necessary 


to pay the whole cost of all its plants in™ 


Australia during the eurrency of the war. 

This agreement having expired, the 
Commonwealth have now made the 
“Hughes Agreement No. 2,’ which 
covers the period of the next three years, 
and the retail price of sugar has been 
advanced from 83d. to 6d. per lb. On 
appearances, the probabilities are that 
6d. will not be the standard price for 


_ long, because the retailers are complain- 


ing that the margin allowed to them for 
distribution is too small. 
World Parity. The Prime Minister 


argues for world parity sugar prices. 


Australia for many years paid higher 
than world’s parity prices when prices 


were low, by first placing a heavy duty 


against imported sugar, and secondly by - 
absolute prohibition of sugar importa- 
tion. This has cost the taxpayers of 
the Commonwealth many millions of 
money, and the sugar interests have all 


done well out of the Australian publie. 
There is now no justification whatever for 


the sugar interests to demand~abnormal 

profits “because of the extraordinary con- 

ditions which have arisen vist the Breat 
world war. 


~The following table will nelp +0 an 
| appreciation of the sugar position:— 


tons. - 
Annual Australian consumption 280,000 
_ 60 per cent. domestic purposes 168,000 
_, 40 per cent. food manufactures. . 112,000 


_ Australian PORE im Lis 

4 Ibs. 

. Musial) ‘Gonsnro pbion . 4. 627,200,000 
60 per cent. domestic purposes 376,320,000 
40 per cent. food manufactures. 250, 880, Ad 

Mr. ed AL. Catts. / 
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has been proved by the honorable. 


: approached | ayy 1 , and 
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Annual consumption, at 
at saa earns 


60 We cent. domestic 


Total consumption, 6272 00, 000. 
lbs., at 6d. a er * ~ aly 
60 per cent. domestic purposes, 
376,320,000 Ibs., at 6d.  .., 
~40 per cent, food. manufactures, 
250,880,000 lbs., at 6d. yin aot 
Sugar Consumption per Head? 


23 lbs. per head, PPro ae or 120; 
per year— Be 


23 Ibs. sugar, at 31d. 
23 Ibs. sugar, at 6d. MA A 
Increase per head. per week, ~63d. 


Increase per ihe for family. of fi 
sons, 2s. 73d. Pritt 


Increase per year for family. ee fiv 
sons, £6 15s. 3d. net 


‘Increase per year, Australian populat ) 
5,000,000, £6,767,500. 


The new Hughes agreomeniee No. 
the wholesale price of eae grow 
sugar from £21 to £30 6s. 8d. p 
increase of £9 6s. 8d. for Socal rf 
sugar. This increase is to be divide 
follows:—To the sugar refiners, £4 a ton; 
to the growers, £5 6s. 8d. “The refin oF 
and growers undertake to pay any in- 
creased wages awarded by the Indus tr 
Court of Queensland this year. Shor 
further increases be granted’ later. on tl . 
price of sugar is to be raised accordingly. 
The present piece-work rate to. 
cutters is 7s. per ton. According to 
Inter-State Commission, whose rep 
was tabled on the 20th F ebruary c 
year, after an inquiry lasting | 
months, to cut 4 tons of cane is a 
day’s. work. For. that 28s. would be 
to the) cutters. The rate -of “pay 
labourers is from £38 1%. 6d. to 
week. hab 
There is a shortage oe Nie 
grown sugar for the current ‘yea 
proximately 100,000 tons. This, 
informed, is being met by import 
at £81 per ton. paym 
such a high price might have been av 


Axle beg 


ber for Franklin; (Mr. McWilliams), 
says that. when he was a Nationa 
and a supporter of the arora a 
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1 a! 10s. per. ton, Bue that the Government, 
jay not wishing to purchase the sugar itself, 
me prohibited private persons fron, purchas- 
Shy ing and importing it. 
i - The ‘honorable member for West 
ie Sydney. (Mr. Ryan) has shown in- the 
% House conclusively that under the War 
Precautions Powers of the Common- 
- wealth a clause in the No. 1 ‘Hughes 
- . agreement prohibited any increase in the 
. milling capacity of Australian-grown 
4 refineries, for the specific and intentional 





purpose of preventing increased sugar 
production. 
_ Thus there appears very strong evi- 
dence that the present sugar shortage has 
been deliberately brought about by’ the 
~ Commonwealth Government. 
o And note that the Government knew 
in ample time that there would be a 
shortage, for in all the years during , 
which we have been producing sugar in 
. Australia there has been only one year 
oF, ein which the production ‘has been ade- 
ee Heit for our local requirements. 


ie “There are other Australian contribu- 












Wy thang namely— sae 

___ (1) Cyclones and floods in Bieri. 

a ae land sugar districts. 

nike) ‘Sugar lands being devoted to 

eS) butter production owing to the 

Piece hich prices,for butter fixed 

ee toe. by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment. 

(3) Extraordinary increase in value 
of sugar lands—from £17 to 
£37 per acre—since the out- 

Oa break of war, due to the fact 

' ERE that investment in these lands 

a yielded very large returns. 
It may be remarked with emphasis that 





the Inter-State Commission has for the 


past twelve months been investigating the 
sugar production of Australia, and re- 
commended to Parliament on the 20th 
_ February of this year that the new price 
f - for sugar should be £22 per ton. Although 
Sy this expert Commission investigated the 
matter for twelve months, and took evi- 












a )) 


ment has ignored its recommendation.that 

on ‘the price of sugar should be fixed at £22 

ay si ton, and has fixed it at £30 63. 8d. 
meet 


ape: boty causes of the decrease in sugar pro- 


dence in the sugar districts, the Govern-. 
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Mr. Fowirr.—Might I call your-atten- 
tion, Mr. Speaker, to the fact that the 
honorable member is discussing an agree- 
ment which has been finalized—to use a 
modern word—by this House, and there- 
fore cannot be referred to now. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I am not in a posi- 
tion to say that that agreement has been 
finalized by the House. The adjourn- 
ment has been moved to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, ‘‘the retail price of sugar,’’ as 
stated by the Prime. Minister, and I am 
not prepared to say that the ‘honorable 
member’s remarks are out of order since 
the motion itself refers to the Prime 
Minister’s statement on the subject of the 
price of sugar. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The increase in the 
price of sugar is due to the arrangements 
made by the Government. There are 
many ways in which the present arti- 
" ficially-created shortage could be met— _ 


(1) The Federal Treasury could 
subsidize the sugar control to 
meet the present temporary 
sugar financial difficulty. 
France subsidized bread _ to 
the extent of over £50,000,000 
to maintain a_ reasonably 
priced loaf during the war. 
(2) The 60 per cent. of sugar neces- 
sary for domestic purposes 
‘for which there will be suf- 
ficient of the Australian pro- 
duct for the current year, 
could be sold at 33d. or 4d. 
per lb., and the balance neces- 
sary for the manufacturer 
could bear the higher rate. 
Thus household sugar would 
be provided at reasonable rates, 
while sugar made up _ into 
luxuries, and less essential 
sugar foods than household 


sugar, could bear the Menor, ( 


prices. 

(3) All manufactured goods for ex- 
port containing sugar should 
pay an export tax equal to the 
difference between the prices 
of local and foreign sugar 
based on the sugar content of 
the article. The resulting 
revenue should be credited to 
the sugar control in favour of 
the Australian consumption. 


? 


4 


i 


ne pee 
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(4) A Woleat non peree Guieaietes 

could be appointed to review 

the position and to suggest 

alternatives and 

measures. ie nal 

To Parliament itself is given only a 

few brief moments for discussion, but fio 

opportunity is provided for arriving at 

some decision. We have had no oppor- 

tunity of moving a motion to refer the 

_ matter to a Committee, or of really doing 
any practical work in connexion with it. 


The temporary crisis being met, there 
are measures which could be -put into 
operation which would rapidly increase 
_ the Australian production of sugar. That 
has been shown conclusively by the very 
able report of the Inter-State Commis- 
sion to which I have just referred. ‘ 


There is neither space nor time to 
develop this important phase of the 
matter. I absolutely repudiate the whole 
of these arrangements, believing that 
better could be done, and I suggest now 
that if the Government wish to give 
the House an opportunity of making 
some alternative proposals, a non-party 
Select Committee, composed of represen- 
tatives of the different sections of this 
House, might be appointed to see what 
proposals they could frame, and bring 
them before Parliament, so, that the 
matter could be dealt with without party 
bias or*the consideration of party inter- 
ests. If that were done, I have no doubt 
that there is sufficient intelligence and 
resourcefulness in this House to bring 
about a better deal for the people of this 
country than that which has been arranged 
by the Government. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
‘[4.54]—The Leader of the Opposition 
moved the adjournment of the House to 





call attention to, and to protest against, 


- the retail price that has been fixed for 
sugar. One might be pardoned for be- 
heving that political rather than economic 
considerations were responsible for this 
discussion. Will honorable members of 
_the Opposition be definite, and state in 
direct terms on what their objection is 
founded? Statements submitted by the 
Government, and already in Hansard, 
give the exact cost of distribution, and it 


is only just that the people outside should — 


not be Tieene I know . no darts that 


| 4 
§ yity 
as: 


i YEA, ac At 


(REPRESENTATIVES, i Retail P 


remedial 


able members receive by way 


jority of the distributors ‘are only 


reasons they are rede ton 
‘dissatisfaction as between — é 
_ party and the consumers . 
order a a Pash We 
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is aictrideaat in eae whi 

a more rigid limitation | " profits. 
a merchant, under the 
has distributed his sugar, give 
and taken the risks atten ant upon | 
business, there is no greater x profit h 
2 per. cenb, for him, while 

there is not more than 16 ‘per “cent. 


The vast rgenty of She distributor 
this commodity to-day are not 
half as much money per week — as “cl 
of the ae 
allowance: I ask honorable mm 
bers opposite to show that 
have a conscience by putting 
facts fairly and squarely befor if 
distributors of this country, and 
ticularly the small men, for the va 








small way of business. I know th 
Opposition want to take a vote on 
question, their desire being to still 
ther bewilder the public. They are 
ated by purely political, instead of 
nomic, considerations. Let them 
that they are men, and be as hone 
possible to these poor people, seeing 
they themselvés, are receiving from — 
public purse more than double the amo 
that the distributors of sugar are recel 
ing by way of profit on their enterpri 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [4 ST] 
Honorable members of the Opposition — 
not desire that a fair statement of t 
facts relating to the sugar agreem 
should be put before the public. 
protests are mere camouflage, They 
perfectly well that if their pro, 5 Wee 
the retail price of sugar should not be 
creased, were adopted, the agreeme 
would not be carried into effect, with t 
result that the public would ‘be c 
upon to pay, not 6d. but 10d. Rog 


Mr. Fenton. LAU NN at all. 


Mr. CORSER.—Every man eis 
an idiat knows that that would be th 
sult of this proposal on the pa 
Opposition. It is wrong. for honore 
members opposite to endeavour to 
about a state of affairs which would ur 
doubtedly penalize every consume af 
sugar in’ Australia. For purely poli 


Debate interrupted | 








_ WAR SERVICE HOMES. 

ae Mr. CORSER asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
at i upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that considerable difficulty 
has arisen in Queensland by the refusal of 
-_ loans to returned soldiers who elected to buy 
_ or build war service homes on miners’ home- 
stead leases? ; 
_ 2. Is it a fact that loans were freely granted 
to returned soldiers for the purpose of the 
purchase or construction of war service homes 
and purchase of properties held under the per- 
'  petual leasing system, which is the only 
_ method of obtaining Crown lands in Queens- 
land at the present time? 
8. Is there any substantial difference in prin- 
_ eiple between the miners’ homestead leases and 
_ the perpetual leases, and, if not, will the Min- 
_ ister take the necessary steps to obviate a 
_ grave hardship towards returned soldiers wish- 
ing to make homes for themselves within the 
 gold-field areas of Queensland? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Commissioner 
! advises as follows :— 


«J. No difficulty has arisen, as the Commis- 
- sioner is obtaining ample freehold land in 
Queensland, thus enabling him to meet all re- 
quirements for soldiers’ homes. _ 

_ 2. No loans for the purchase: of properties 
held under the perpetual: lease system have 
been granted, for the reason set out in 1— 
Barat, ee ample freehold land has been made avail- 
an able. ih 

3, The power of resumption is common to 
both leases, but the process of resumption is 
_ slightly easier in the case of miners’ home- 
_ stead Jeases. In neither case is the tenure of 
the Jand sufficient to comply with the require- 
_ ments of the War Service Homes Act. 





FEDERAL CAPITAL PLANS. 


ee MeO RILEY (for. Mr. Braxnrey) 
asked the Minister for Home and Terri- 
‘tories, upon notice— 


Whether, in view of the fact that, apart 
from any recommendation that the proposed 
Royal Commission on the Federal Capital may 
_ make, it will ultimately be necessary to have 
_ plans and specifications for Parliament House, 
_ administration buildings, &c., at Canberra, the 
h Minister will call the Federal Capital Plans 
Selection Committee together, with a view to 
_ finalizing the plans? 


“Mr. POYNTON2—The answér ‘to the 


honorable member’s question is as fol- 











__ eompetition was postponed on account of the 
a head . : 
gramme as soon as the time was opportune. 
_ As has been announced, it is intended to ap- 
Pe 5. 








‘ “ity ene o 3a,\ 
; , 
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war, and any competitors. were informed that 
; was intended to complete the adopted pro- | 


Moratorium. 965. 


point a Commission to report in regard to the 
steps necessary to commence parliamentary 
and administrative government at Canberra, 
and the provision of buildings will naturally 
come within the scope of their report., 


RETURNED MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
Purcuasn or Moror Cars. 


Mr. MARKS asked the Minister repre- 
senting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— 


I, Whether he will consider the matter of 
extending financial assistance to demobilized 
doctors of the A.I.F. to purchase motor cars 
to restart and build up their practices, which 
have been sacrificed by their enlisting and ab- 
sence at the Front? 


2. If so, will the appeals already refused be 
urgently reconsidered? } 


Mr. POY NTON.—The answers to the 
Benoa member’s questions are as fol- 
ow :— 


1. Full consideration has been given to the 
matter, bu# it is not considered either neces- 
sary or desirable to grant assistance to re- 
turned medical officers to enable them to pur- 
chase motor cars. 


2, See Nora, . 
MORATORIUM. 
Mr. GREGORY (for Mr. MoWrr- 


L1AMs) asked the Prime Minister, wpom 
notice— 

In view of the serious position and uncer- 
tainty existing in the minds of mortgagees or 
mortgagors, if he will announce the deter- 
mination of the Government in regard to the 
extension of the provisions of the Moratorium 


Act? ‘ 

Mr, HUGHES.—I refer the honorable. 
member to my statement made to the 
House,on 25th March. The extension of 
the moratorium was fully dealt with by 
Parliament in the Moratorium Act 
passed in September last, by which the 
dates for repayment were extended on a 
sliding scale, beginning with February 
and ending with June of this year. No 
further extension is proposed. 


SUGAR IMPORTS. 
Mr. RYAN asked the Prime Minister, 


upon notice— 


a, How many tons of sugar have been im- 
ported into the Commonwealth during the past 
twelve months? 

2. What are the names of the persons, firms, 
or corporations from which such sugar was 
purchased? 

3. Was such sugar, or any of it, purchased 
by the-Commonwealth Government prior to its _ 


importation? 


pis 
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4. What was the price of such sugar per 
ton? 

Mr. 
honorable member’s 
low:— . 


HUGHES.—The answers to the 


questions are as fol- 


1. One hundred and fourteen eonean nine 


hundred and thirty-four tons. 

2. Practically the whole of this quantity was 
on Commonwealth Government account, and 
was imported from Mauritius, Java, and Fiji. 
Portion of the Mauritius sugar was purchased 
from Blythe Bros. & Coy., London. and 
Mauritius, and the remainder from C. Czar- 
nikow & Coy. Ltd., London. 

All the Java sugar was purchased from Mac- 
laine, Watson, & Coy., of Batavia, through C. 
 Czarnikow Ltd. That from Fiji was pur- 

chased from Colonial Sugar Refining Coy. Ltd. 

3. All sugar purchased by the Common- 
wealth was purchased prior to its importation. 

4. The price varied from £18 5s..to £25 10s 
per ton, the last-mentioned quotation being 
for Fiji sugar.” 


WOOL TOPS AGREEMENTS. 

Mr. GREGORY =§ (for Mr... McW11- 
tiaMs) asked the Prime Minister, upon 
motice— 

Whether he will consent to the immediate 
appointment of a Select Committee of -mem- 
bers of this House to inquire’ into and report 
upon the whole of the agreements and arrange- 
ments entered into between the Government 
and the Colonial Combing, Spinning, and 
Weaving Company. Ltd.; also between the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee and the said company? 


Mr. HUGHES.—No. The agreements 
have been placed before the House, and 
have been fully discussed by the House; 
and some of them are the subject of pend- 
ing litigation. 


ANZAC, TWEED INDUSTRY. 
Manuracrurr or Yarn. 


Dr. MALONEY 
representing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, upon notice— ' 

1. How many pounds of yarn are spun at 
the Commonwealth Mills per week? 

2. Are two shifts of eight hours each worked 
at the mills? 

3. Is it a fact that approximately 15,000 lbs. 
weight of yarn is spun per week at the Com- 
monwealth Mills, Geelong? 

4, If so, cannot 500 Ibs. of yarn be spun in 
addition, in order to start the Anzae hand- 
weaving tweed industry in Bendigo, and there- 
by give employment to seven or eight returned 
soldiers? 

Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. The average output over the past twelve 
months was 16,300 lbs. of woollen and worsted 
yarn per week. ; 


the total cost to the Commonwealth. , 


: ve 1) 


asked the Minister . 


2. No; but overtime is being worked. int 
Le 


- 


3. See answer to question No. 1. 

4. Not without seriously interfering with 
the output of cloth from the mill. It is not 
simply a question of making an additional 
weight of yarn, It is a problem ‘of making 
gmail quantities of each kind, in various 
colours, and fairly high. counts, without suit- 
able appliances—machines made for other pur- 
poses having to be employed—which has the 
result at times of seriously curtailing the ordi- 
nary production by disorganizing the sequence 
of operations. 


GENERAL BIRDWOOD. 
Cost or Visit To AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE ‘(for Mr. Braxg- 
Ley) asked the Prime beta al Upon 


— notice— 


Whether he will cause a return to be pre- 
pared showing the cost of General Birdwood’s 
visit to Australia? 


ae 


tralia a return will be furnished showing 


QUEANBEYAN WATER SUPPLY, — 


Mr. - BOWDEN. (or Ma; 
Cu APMAN) asked the Minister for Hon 
and Territories, wpon notice. — 


Why some definite action is not taken to" 
supply the Queanbeyan municipality with — 


water from Canberra, when the municipality ~ 


is prepared to pay for water that at present _ 
is running to waste? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The 
that the municipality of Queanbeyan’ 
has been in communication as to the 
terms upon which water could be sup- — 
plied to the municipality. A commpni- 
cation on the subject will be shortly — 
forwarded to the municipality.. I will © 
endeavour to -expedite the matter as 
much as possible. ; 

WAR BONUSES TO PUBLIC 
SERVANTS. | 


Mr. HUGHES.—On the 25th March, 
the honorable member 
Ports (Mr. Marnews) asked me the fol — 
lowing question :— 


Whether he will supply a list of the boc 
paid to employees in the Publie Service of the 


Commonwealth during the period of the war?” — 


I then intimated that.the desired infor- 

mation would be furnished as soon as 
possible. I now lay on the table a state- 
ment, which I trust will contain the in-. 


‘\ 


AUSTIN | 


position is 


for Melbourne 





a 


HUGHES.—Upon the. terminas 
tion of General Birdwood’s visit to Aus- , 


he 


ay 


, A Uy ' : 
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4 
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"formation Heated Be the honorable. mem- 
ber. Tt is as follows :— 
COMMONWEALTH. Pusric SERVICE. 

Bonuses GRANTED BY ARBITRATION CoUuRT. 
Sy, A war bonus was granted by the Arbitra- 
oun * tion Court from Novena’ 1918, on the fol- 

Bsus basis :— 

Adult Male Officers. _Married officers and iin- 
si a. married | officers 25 years of age and over— 
5 (a) in receipt of de more than £204 
= +) per annum, £12; (6) in receipt of ‘salary 
-more than £204, and not more than £310 per 

annum, £6. 
 . Adult Female Officers—tIn receipt of not 
i mere than £150 per annum (bonus paid from 

1 1.19), £6. 
“2 “Adult Male Oficers—Unmarried and ae 
veh ‘ian. 25 years of age, with relatives entirely 
- dependent upon them—provided officers receive 

~ less than £162 salary——£12. 
Note—This war bonus, except as to female 
officers, was repealed as from 1.8.19, ‘when a 
eost of living bonus'on a higher scale\ took 
its place. r 
_ _A cost of living bonus was granted by the 
Arbitration Court as from Ist_ August, 1919, 
on the following basis:— 

Adult Male Officers. —Married officers and 

~* unmarried officers 25 years of age and over, 
‘oss without. restriction as to salary, £20; un- 
._ , married officers between 21 and 25 years of 
- * + age, £10; members of Linemen’s Union, Postal 





“ul Blectricians’ Union, and Line Inspectors’ Asso- 
+ eiation, 25 years of age and over, 
bers of these organizations between 21 and 25 
years of age, £7; Artisans’ Association mem- 
bers, £8. 
Adult Female . Officers—War bonus of £6 

_ granted from Ist January, 1919, to officers 

__—-_-: receiving not more than £150 per annum, was 
-- ¢ontinued. 

_ Cost of living bonus granted to officers re- 
¢eiving more than £150 per annum, £6. 

' All adult female officers are therefore en- 
titled to a bonus of £6 per annum. 

_ Professional Dwision—Officers of the Pro- 

fessional Division have received no war bonus 
or cost of living bonus. 

— WNote—The cost of” living bonus granted 
from 1.8.19 has been repealed in the case of 
te Australian Letter Carriers’ Association, 

_.--and has “been merged in increased permanent 

ie . if "salaries. 

_ Applications are awaiting hearing from all 
a _assoziations for a similar “repeal of the cost 
of living bonus, and merging in permanent 
salaries “with substantial increases. 


SALE OF ZINC CONCENTRATES. 
. Mr. HUGHES.—On 12th inst. the 
honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
- Considine) asked me a question relative 
to laying on the table of the House the 
contract for the sale of the production of 
zine concentrates to the Imperial Govern- 
ment. 
to the contract between the Zine Pro- 


* 
ducers’ Association and the British 
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a 


Inquiry has now been made as 


Zinc Concentrates. 





Board of Trade, and it has been ascer- 
tained that ouly the heads of agreement 
have been. settled. 
has not yet been signed. 


EXPORT OF LEATHER, HIDES, 
AND SHEEPSKINS. 


Mr. GREENE.W—On 10th 


honorable member for 


inst. 


tions :—- 

1. How much leather has been exported from 
the Commonwealth since Ilith November, 
1918? 


2. The number of green hides exported dur- 
ing the same period, also the number of sheep- 
skins exported ? 

3. What -inerease has taken place in the 
price of leather since 11th November, 19187 


He was informed that the information 
was being obtained. J am now able to 


furnish the honorable member with the: 


following answer :— 


1 and 2. The exports of hides, skins, 





leather from the Commonwéalth during the 
period from 11.11.18 to 29.2.20 were as fol- 
lows :— 
Item. Number — 
£ 

Calfskins rs aA 145,610 121,269 
Cattle hides .. -. | > 626,335 5} 1,320,962 
Sheepskins with wool .. | 10,088,524 | 3,344,250 
Sheepskins without wool.. 3,386,359 483,858 
Sole leather .. ay a 1,558,636 
Other leather .. ave HD 1,874,669 





_I desire to add that the exports of hides, 


skins, and leather during the above- 
mentioned period, extending for fifteen 
months, which really covered one season 
and part of another, were not abnormal, 
as will be seen by a comparison with the 


exports during ‘the years 1913 and 1914- 





15, which were as follow :— 
1913. 1914-15, 
Item. 
Number. £ Number. £ 
Calfskins 278,458! 75.751 


Cattle hides. | | 1,067,925] 1,654,878) $ 


937,224) 1,303,201 
ent ta with 


10,948,232 2,482.059] 9,368,068 1,690,652 


wool ‘ 
Sheepskins with- 
out wool 155,702 7.062] 1,363,827 73,876 
Leather “of omy 628,293 .@ 1,182,618 
(3) The-increases are:— ~ ; 
Upper leather— 
Calf Be He a about 33d. per lb. 
Box hide’ ” ae bie ARIS oI kis Clg a 
Willow hide ~ ADS) Ea aad at 18d. ye 
Glace kid ‘ Pa SSO are 
Ordinary sole leather Pint tas, he LOMsn tite 


the | 
South Sydney 
(Mr. Ritzy) asked the following ques- 


Se 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 
Motion (by Mr. Tupor) agreed to— 


That the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney) be appointed a member of the 
Library Committee. 


PRICE OF SUGAR. _ 


Mr. RILEY.—I desire to ask the 
Prime Minister a question. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The time 
for asking questions has expired. 

Mr. RILEY.—I understand that fis. 
Prime Minister stated last week that we 
should have a vote on the question of 
the price of sugar. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member is not in order in asking a 
question at this stage. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers 


sented :— 
Papua— 
Ordinances of 1919— 
No. 2.—Roman Catholic Mission Pro- 
perty. 
No. 8—War. Precautions 
No. 4—Prisons. 
No. 6—Customs Tariff. 
Public Service Act—Appointment of G. G. 
M. Pain, Department of the Treasury, 


were pre- 


(Validating). 


WAR GRATUITY BILL. 
Sreconp READING. 


Debate resumed from 26th March (vede 
page 939), on motion by Mr. Hucuss— 


That this Bill be now read a second ‘time. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [5.10].— 
In common with other honorable mem- 
bers of my party, I shall support the pay- 
ment of the gratuity to the soldiers in 
cash. Personally, I am not concerned 
with the gratuity as a payment for service 
rendered during the late war, but I sup- 
port the gratuity because the Labour 
party, in common with other parties in 
the country, urged the Australian man- 
hood to go to the war, and made definite 
promises to them of certain considera- 
tions. I, as a member of that party, in- 
tend to see, so far as I am able to do so, 
that the people who made those promises 
to that great, section of the working 
classes which went overseas shall be made 
to honour them, regardless of the rights 
or wrongs, or the advantages or disad- 
vantages, of the European conflict. In 
adopting that attitude, I do not for a 
moment retract..a single criticism I 


NERS 
uttered during the war. Neither do I 
wish to apologize for the attitude I 
adopted in regard to it. That attitude: a 
still maintain, War, in my opinion, — is 
of no use to the working classes ; it brings” 
them nothing but, misery and starvation. 
To the other classes it means increased 





profits, wrung from the sufferings of the 


workers, Bub a gratuity having been 
promised to the soldiers, I am of opinion 


that they will have a‘ chanps of getting: ; 


something if the payment is made in cash, 
whereas if the payment is made in non- 


negotiable bonds this Bill will be used ~ 3 


to enable the employers of Australia to 
escape from carrying out the specific pro- 


mise they made during the election, that © 


they would cash the gratuity bonds. If 
the soldiers are paid in cash they will 
get something, but under the terms of 
this Bill they will get only a promise, 


except that not very numerous class de- 


scribed in clause 13 as— ib 


{a) the widow of a member of the Forces; 
(b) the widowed mother of an unmarried 
deeeased member of the Forces; 


(c) the mother of a deceased member of tke’ 2 
Forces, if she was, prior to his death, a 


dependant of his; 


(qd) a member of the Forces, who is found © 
by the prescribed authority to be blind _ 
incapaci- 2c 


or totally and permanently 
tated ; 


(e) a member. of the Forces who has mar- 


ried since the date of his discharge; or 


(f) a person who is found by the pre- nn 
scribed authority to be in NecessTtONs 


circumstances. 


As was pointed out by the honorabiae 





member for Cook (Mr, Catts), the pro- ~ sy 


mise made by the Prime Minister ere watts 


the election led the public to understan 
that the whole gratuity would be paid in 
casli, because he included it 


May, 1991. 


£10,000,000, so that the Roversin aay 
would have to find £20,000,000 in that» 
period. 

A good deal of capital has been made! 
out of the statement that this country 


in SRS at 
£100,000,000 that was to be spent by 
Further than that, herent 
pointed out that the bonds cashed by. the nit 
banks and the Repatriation Department 
would probably amount by that date to 


cannot afford to pay a cash gratuity. - oe is fy 


Yet in the form of war loans the country 


succeeded: in raising £322,000,000, upon. — a 
which the taxpayers are paying an in- if hl 


“terest bill of, approximately, £14 500,000 


per annum. From 4} per cent. free of — 
taxation, to 5 per cent., subject to Federal” 









“War i Gratity 


to whom the Government said during the 
4 “war when asking them to contribute, 
nie YOR are not asked to give. You are 
: _ only asked to lend.” What is wrong 
| } with those patriotic | people like ‘the 
-’ Broken Hill mining companies and the 
a other great profiteering concerns of: the 
‘i i eae waiting for twelve 
months or two years for their interest on 
the war loans in order that the soldiers 
who, they say, saved the country, and 
meow it possible for them to live in peace 
and continue to carry on their industry 
» of production free from the menace of 
- ie so-called Hun, may get their gratuity 
ity eash?. If our 300,000 soldiers have 
‘ a saved the country from ‘those awful disas- 
ters of which the profiteering flag-waving 
F ieriots told us, why should not they wait 
for their interest on the loans, so that 
_ the. soldiers may receive eash? Of 
course, they are not prepared to do that. 
_ The Prime Minister definitely stated 
"during the campaign that he had made 
is arrangements with the banks to cash the 
ey bonds over the counter, that a 
_ large number of business firms had agreed 
bee cash the bonds of their employees, and 
|. that the Commonwealth and State Govern- 
_ ments would do the same for the public 
servants; and the honorable member for 
Cook read a long list of employers who 
had given that undertaking. But this 
i Bill provides— , 
Myst - Except as prescribed no interest in any 
A weir gratuity, or in any Treasury bond issued 
or to be issued in payment of any war gratuity 
‘shall be alienable, whether by way or in con- 


sequence of sale, assignment, charge, execu- 
i tion, insolvency, or otherwise howsoever. 






















| How ate the employers to cash the bonds 
“int of their employees if the bond is sta- 
ike _tutorily inalienable by any means what- 
ey -soever 2?’ Suppose -a soldier who has no 
Ris ~ dependants dies, what becomes- of his 
bond? He gets a promise. He has a 
bond; but bonds are no good in Heaven. 
- According to this Bill, the soldier will be 
unable to leave his “bond to anybody. 
_ He cannot will it away. 
measure correctly, the gratuity bonds 
will be inalienable, non-transferable, 
foo the, They will not be much 
good, then, to a soldier if he has not 















: The Government 
T benedt by the death of as many sol- 
7 | emaaae and those soldiers who 


hye? Bee 
iY 
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if Piexation, is “being paid to those | people. 


If I read the 


hp a) Boe TS his Al -* nied pe ay a IR Le Le A m5 any yy Ta ron Dah Pe Nd jad 
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may die before their bonds are redeemed 
will meanwhile live on promises. The 
banks and the employers, who during the 
election were promising cash for bonds, 
are going to be ‘‘let out’’ under the 
terms of this Bill. The Prime Minister, 
who went around the country telling gol- 
diers that they were going to get cash 
over the counter—that is, when he was 
not screaming, “ Lie down, Bolsheviks !”” 
thas now introduced a Bill to specifically 
prevent the employers from keeping their 
promises. In his time the Prime Minis- 
ter hag got away with some fairly im- 
pudent things; but this caps the lot. I 
admit, of course, that the has said, 
“What does it matter what we said 
yesterday ?”? 


Sir JoserpH Cook. ‘oovhde does the 


honorable member mean when he says 


that when a soldier dieg his bond dies . 


with him ? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI did not say any- 
thing of the sort. I said that a bond was 
no good to a dead man. The Government 
here propose to insure that a bond shall 
be no good to anybody else after the sol- 
dier has died. Will the Minister for the 
Navy tell me that either clause 15, deal- 


ing with the inalienable quality of the 


eratuity bonds, or any other clause, will 
empower a soldier to transfer his rights, 
by will or otherwise? 

Sir JosepH Coox.—The Bill does so 

ovide. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Not according to 


_ my reading of it, and I can find no sug- 


gestion to that effect. 

Mr. Maxwetn.—It will be within the 
power of the prescribed authority to»pay 
over the amount involved to certain per- 
sons. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—But it is speci- 
fically set forth that a bond, or the in- 
terest in a bond; can be transferred to 
nobody. The honorable member for 
Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell), who is a legal 
expert, heré finds himself at issue with 
the Minister for the Navy, and I will 
leave the point to be settled between 
them. 


Sir Josern Coox.—But the honorable , 


member for Fawkner does not disagree. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The _ honorable 


member says that the soldier will be un- | 


able to transfer his rights—that the Bill 
will prevent him from doing so. 

Sir JosrepH Coox.—The 
member for Fawkner will tell you that 


this bond becomes part of a deceased sol- sah 


dier’ 8 estate. 
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: ome? ‘Brennan.—I wonls bee) hae 
“ane Minister do not fasten that inter- 


pretation upon the honorable member for 
| | Pawkner. He should shoulder it himself. 
“> Mr. CONSIDINE.—At any rate, I 


shall be pleased if the Minister for the 
Navy will point out, in Committee, how 
' a soldier’s bond may be deeded to some 


other party, and I shall be pleased, also, 


if he will tell me if it is proposed to give, 


or if the Bill provides, power to permit 
employers and banks to keep their elec- 
tion-time promises, and cash bonds for 
their soldier employees. 
Sir Josepx Coox.—The 
regulations will provide for all that. — 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—But “there is no- 
thing to that effect in the Bill. 

Sir Joszra Coox.—Of course, the 
regulations are not in the Bill, but the 
power to make them is there. 3 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—One thing that 


is not in the Bill is any reference to pro- 
vision being made for employers and 
banks to keep their promise to pay cash. 

And, if regulations are to. be drafted to 


that. end, I want to know why the Bill 
while 


itself specifically sets out. that, 
bonds shall be. accepted by the Repatria- 
tion Department, and by other Govern- 
ment activities having to do with sol- 


diers, banking authorities and employers’ 


are to be emphatically excluded. 
Sir JoserH Coox.—I do not know of 


any reason why, except that it would be 


making the Bill about ten times as big 
when the same objective can be reached 


without its expression within the mea-_ 


gure. 
Mr. 


1t/438) 0+ 


-CONSIDINE.—Then, 


thing but another matter of ony tae ne 


suppose. 

Leaving the question of payment in 
-eash, or of the gift of non-transferable 
"bonds, and turning from the intended re- 
~ pudiation of employers’ promises, I wish 
to discuss the matter of the prescribed 
authority. This authority will obviously 
have a very important bearing upon the 
administration of the Statute itself. Mt 
is to have powers, for example, in regard _ 


to necessitous cases, which may amount. 


to anything or nothing. Yet, nowhere 


- within the Bill 18 the prescribed ee i 


ity defined. 
Mr. ‘Tupor ae should certainly — be 
“covered by the definition clause. 


Mr.. CONSIDINE.—Of course, ae 


ei 


all we find i 1s recurring reference to “the 
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in the Bill says— 


The Governor- General Re 
tions, not inconsistent with t 
ing all matters which are Ye or 
mitted to be prescribed, or *which | are né¢ 
oe or convenient to be abs bed, for carry 
Act. 
af oe 2 that the preseri ( 
will be appointed under these hee 


mentioned shall betas: not I 
turned soldiers’ and sailors’ re 
who shall be elected by members of tl 
turned soldiers’ and sailors’ gs atic 
the Commonwealth. a 


The purpose of my BE ar 
ment is that this Bill shall incor 
a provision such as is in the repat: 
legislation. When the Repat: 
ae were: before this Chamber T 


given an “opportunity ‘to colene 
‘whom they had confidence to ré 
them directly upon the autho 
ate bea idea was that any 


the men’s own chee cn 
sinieameceat sree ae a 























aside the difference off ‘opinion : 
whether the gratuity should be pai 
cash or in the form of bonds. 

It is of no use for the ‘Gove 
or the members behind the Gove 
to say ae the iW, car 


‘contd deuicuetee their good 
be by standing down in. 








two years’ pres upon: the Co 
wealth loans. The amount invol 
“two years’ 


Ber ei ret) WARY Ee esluietitly 
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ae Fg the necessary cash requires only: that 
those who have invested in war loan 
- ponds, and who have risked nothing in 
‘ pe sO doing, shall ‘‘ hold off ’’ the collection 
aoe’ of their interest for a couple of years. 
oe Mr. Bety.—But many of the investors 
in the war loans were poor people. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.={That difficulty 
e could be got over by providing an exemp- 

tion in the case of small investors 
a + Mr. Brert.—Then the honorable mem- 
@ ber would not get his £29,000,000. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. ow olf, will the 
honorable member explain how his party 
proposes to get the necessary £28,000,000 
-or- £29,000,000 before the end of May 
next year? 
Sh Breitit.—That is not my business. 
Tam merely replying to the point which 
_ thei honorable member raised. 
_. Mr. Bowven.—Numbers of returned 
- soldiers invested in the war loans. Does 
the honorable member prapote to take 
* sees their money ? 
Mi Mr. CONSIDINE. —My suggestion 
a would not involve taking money away 
from anybody. It would mean merely 
suspending payment of interest for a 
_ couple of years. Honorable members op- 
posite say that the soldiers have saved 
‘them and their capitalistic, profiteering 
_ patrons, and all that crowd which is be- 
hind them. It is up to that same crowd 
now to do something for the men who— 
_ they say—have saved the 
| ce Mr. Kersy.—Did the Hignarabie mem- 
a we _ ber do anything, either by, way of active 
va service or in any other direction? 
SS ‘Mr. CONSIDINE. —No; the-war did 
ap on interest me, as a ntember of the work- 
- ing class. The temporary honorable 
' member for Ballarat, who has just‘asked 
whether I gave or did anything at all, 
will accept my assurance that I did not. 
“8” I. was like ' his confrére, the honorable 
' ' member who sits next to him. 
_ Mr. Kersy.—Three returned men nt 

te next to me. 

| Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am _ referring 
“Bb, that particular honorable member, the 
i returned man who was engaged in grow- 

ing cabbages at the war. "The honorable 
member for Ballarat will be interested, 
_ perhaps, to know that I was engaged in 
producing zinc and lead at Broken Hill; 
_ but, in’saying that, I want him to under- 
; stand that I do not claim’ to have been 
engaged in anything useful to the Allies 
4 Banding: towards carrying on the war. 
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Contrary, however, to the views of some 

other honorable members on. my side of — 
the House, who, apparently, think that 
the honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming) should have been engaged 
in a more warlike undertaking than ecab- 
bage-growing, I hold that the honorable 
member set a good example to the work- 
ing classes of Australia. If they had . 
only confined themselves to growing cab- 
bages there would not-have been so many 
casualties. I hope that the working 
classes of Australia, and of every other 
country in the world, will devote their 
time in the future to some such useful oc- 
cupation as- cabbage-growing instead of 
concentrating their efforts upon the pro- 
vision of munitions of war, in order that 
they may slaughter one another in the 
interests of the international capitalistic 
class. I have nothing to apologize for or 
explain away in my attitude during the 
war. Wihen I was returned to this Par- 
liament in 1917, the war fever was at its 
height; the patriotic prejudices of the 
peuple were being exploited to the 
greatest possible extent. I was taunted, 
in this chamber and outside, with being 
the representative of a minority. Those 
who taunted me then cannot do so to- 
day, however. J have not altered my 
opinions; but the people whom honorable 
members opposite, and their kind, fooled 
during the war have altered their 


opinions, and they have sent me back 


here. They have made me the represen- 
tative of a majority in this chamber. 
And, just as my minority has been turned 
to a majority—by the awakening of the 
people—I warn the Government and 
those behind them that the benches oppo- 
site me before long will be occupied, as — 
the representatives of a great majority, 
by the ‘‘ minority ” members who are now 
seated on this side of the chamber. 

Mr. Kersy.—The honorable member 
is very hopeful. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — Perhaps the 
honorable member for Ballarat does not 
anticipate anything of the sort in the 
near future; but he must be more dense 
than I think he is if he cannot read the 
international signs to-day. T tell the 
honorable member, who claims to repre- 
sent, not only Ballarat, but the returned 
soldiers, in some way or another, that 
there is a large and growing section of 
returned soldiers whom the honorable 
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ihamber does not, enneie anal! 
‘be able to represent. 

> Mr. Kerpy:—And a ios ever want 
er expect to represent if they are the 
kind which the honorable member infers. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Of course not; 
beeause they are intelligent, and recog- 
nise that ‘their class interests are common 
with those of the rest of the working 
class of Australia. These returned men 
‘know where they stand now; and I assure 
the honorable member, iol the Govern- 
ment as well, that when another war 
breaks out they will never again be found 
ready to do as they did in 1914. 


Mr. Kersy.—Do not traduce the re- 
turned, soldiers. They will go again in 
similar circumstances, if.ever the time 
should come. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I want the honor- 
able member for Ballarat to keep the pro- 
mises Jwhich ‘he (himself made ‘to  jre- 
turned men. On behalf of himself, and 
for his mates, why does he not carry out 
those promises ? I made no promises to 
the returned soldiers; but the ‘honorable 
member, and those with him, did. My 
object is to see that the returned, soldier 
members, and the Government whom 
they are supporting, and all the crowd 
who stand behind them—the employing 
classes, the mining classes, the merchant 
classes, the factory-owning classes, and 
the financial: magnates—shall be made to 
keep their promises. But the Go- 
vernment will not keep these promises, 
and it is because they do not intend to 
honour them that they have brought 
down this Bill. It is merely intended to 
protect the interests of that crowd which 
sent Australia’s manhood away with 
specious promises, 
‘make good.’’ Happily, however, the 
returned men in increasing numbers are 
waking up, and when they have fully 
awakened, the honorable member for 
Ballarat and his confréres, at any rate, 
will not be in this chamber. 


Mr. MAXWELL (Fawkner) [5.39].— 

IT am loath to retard the passage of the 

Bill. I am keenly anxious that it shall 
swiftly reach the Committee stage; but 

certain remarks of honorable members op- 

posite have made it absolutely necessary 

for a man with any self-respect. to say 
a few words. I refer particularly to the 


never will 


Te ccicton which have fallen from the | 


lips of. the honorable member who has 
just resumed his seat. . The honorable 
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but will not now 














































“member for Bacriod ha 
who sit on this side with the 
of ‘‘ the crowd’’ that they ha: re 
them, and with the nature of the 
who sent them here. He has taunt 
among others, with not carrying out 2 
promises in respect to. the ‘Bill on ‘a 
before the House. _ Nine-tenth a 
what has been said during 
bate so far has been absolutely. | 
the question, and a waste of time 
shall have something to say in the c 
of discussion on specific clauses in 
mittee; but meantime I desire only too 
serve that there is surely not an indivi 
dual in this House who intends to 
against the second reading, Soy: 
Mr. Warsins.—In Committee, nob o 
word for the purpose of increasing 
amount can be added by mer of al 
ment. ; 


Mr. MAXWELL. at ae not sup 
there is a single honorable member vy 
will vote against the (principhe oO 
Bull. 

Mr. ConsIpIne. con hive: been Le 
an opportunity to add to the amount, 

Sir Josep Coox.—The answer to t 
and to the previous interjection, is” 
there is no amount seb tom in th 
to ve increased. ie 

MAXWELL. Lamh are all ager 
as u ane principle of the Bill, but I re 
exceedingly that so much party 
has been introduced into the dise 
of this subject. So far as my constitt 


was One J mnade't no Da er Be 


oie 7 


by the Pea Minister. 
“Mr. Consipinz.—The honorable — 
ber did not say that before the electic 
Mr. MAXWELL. -—] did. I repe 
do not care what promises ” were made 
the Prime Minister. It was understo 
that he had no authority to bind Par 
ment, and that it was for the House 
say how far effect would be given to 
promises made. From my point of 
the Bill is a substantial fulfilment of t 
promises’ made. On the public plat oF 
I was asked, “‘ Will you vote for the. 
ment of the) gratuity in cash 2’ and my 
reply was that I would rather walk out 
of public life than vote’ for the pay 
of the gratuity in cash. What wi 
result? — Although my majoril 
twenty-nine less than it was in 191 
were 2,000 less. votes recorded, a 





) War ir 


| [30 Marcu, 1920.] 


Bull. 973 








(reality. my Beacon in the constituency 
was improved, and it is a constituency 
that had the honour of sending to the 
Front the largest number of recruits sent 
oe any constituency in Victoria. It is 
_ not necessary to go into the reasons I ad- 
vanced when I said that I was opposed 
to the payment of the gratuity in cash, 
_but I discussed the question -at length, 

: Mind evidently the reasons I gave were 

| satisfactory to the men who voted for 

_ me. I take up the same position now. 

Mr. Constp1ne.—Does the honorable 
pee say that his majority was due to 
that fact ? 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I do not know what 

Rays majority was:due to, At least, 1 
may say that I obtained that majority 
after a very closely contested fight, in 
_ spite of my views upon the payment of a 

4 cash gratuity. 

The honorable member for Cook (Mr. 
a a ‘H: Catts)*has said that this gratuity 
was offered by the National party as a 
_ bribe to the soldiers.» I did not hear the 
‘whole of the honorable member’s speech, 
‘but I heard sufficient of it to indicate 
_ that the charge he was making was that 
on the eve of the last election the 
National party had thrown out this pro- 
“mise of a cash gratuity as a bribe. 

_ Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. Lazzarint. —TI said it, and [ stand 

oy to it. 

’ Mr. MAXWELL. —Very well; that is 
the charge. Evidently the men who make 
that charge think that the offer of a 
gratuity was the offer of something to 

4 - which the soldiers were not entitled. 

Mr. DLazzarini.—The Prime Minister 
_ says so. He says. that it is a free gift to 
_ the soldiers. 

Mr. MAXWELL. a Seenors may be en- 

> titled to a gratuity, but may not be en- 
titled to claim it as a right. In my 

i opinion, this was the way in which the 
eae ae was promised: The soldiers had 
done such magnificent service for Aus- 
tralia that the people of the Common- 
wealth felt they ought to make some re- 

, ‘cognition of that service over and above 
what the soldiers had a right to expect. 
_ Every honorable member will admit that 

bey was a proper thing to say that the sol- 
-diers were entitled to a gratuity, and 

that it was right for the people of Aus- 
tralia to say to the soldiers, ‘‘ Over and 

_ above all you have a right to expect, we 

tae are going to make you a present.’’ That 

i ice being the case, in what sense can it pos- 
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ay? 


sibly be said to be a bribe, seeing that the 
promise when made was hedged about by 
all kinds of conditions? In any event, 
even if this were a bribe offered to the 
soldiers of Australia for their support of 
the National party at the elections, what 
did the Official Labour party do? They 
went one better. They went to the sol- 
diers and said, ‘‘ The National party are 
offering you this as a bribe. You know 
that we, the Official Labour party, 
are the party that ought to be in power 
holding the reins of government at this 
particular time. If you will only give 
us your support we will go one better than 
the National party, and pay you your 
bribe in cash without any qualifications 
or attached conditions.” 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Yes; bring the 
trick into reality... | 
Mr. MAXWELL.—No.. Honorable 


members opposite object to the National 
party saying to the soldiers, “Give us 
your support at the elections and we shall 
pay you a certain sum,” and then, having 
objected, approach the same soldiers and 
say, “Give us your support rather than 
the other man, and we shall go one better; 
we shall give you more.” It is an abso- 
lute insult to the true soldier to say, as 
the honorable member for Cook has said 
in the House, that the impression left 
upon the mind of the soldier turned the 
election—as much as to say that the 
soldier disregarded the interests of his 
country and looked only to his own in- 
terests, and for the sake of a miserable 
gratuity gave his vote to a party that 
he felt ought not to be intrusted with the 
government of the country. It ill becomes 
any member of the Official Labour party 
who indorses the demand for the payment 
of the gratuity in cash to-say to honor- 
able members on this side who promul- 
gated the promise, “ You did so as a bribe 
to obtain the vote of the soldier.” 

Mr. Consininze.—The honorable mem- 
ber is misrepresenting the honorable mem- 


ber for Cook. 


Mr. MAXWELL.— The honorable 
member for Cook said that the idea in > 


the mind of the soldier that he would get 


a cash payment from the Prime Minister 
had turned the elections. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Yes; that was the 
impression left on the mind of the 
soldier. In other words, he was given 
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to understand that if he would only vote — 


for the National party he would get cash. 
Mr, MAXWELL.—That is quite dif- 


ferent from what the honorable member 
said. 

«1 OS ean eB (ea Ne If 1s OL. bo 
say the least of it, the soldier was left in 
doubt. I gave absoltite proof that he was 
to get cash. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—Evidently the hon- 
orable member for Cook has spent a lot of 
valuable time in making a microscopical 
examination of the speeches of the Prime 
Minister during the campaign and in 
pasting them into a book, eventually trot- 
ting them out here. Now he says, “ The 
Prime Minister ‘having offered a bribe 
to the soldiers of Australia, a shall see 
that he’ pays it.” 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. MAXWELL.—If- the honorable 
member were consistent, he would rather 


say, “ The soldier having accepted a bribe 
to do something that he would otherwise 
not have done, I shall take mighty good 
care to see that it is not paid, if I can 
help it.” 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The honorable mem- 
ber secured votes on the promise of the 
National party. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I got’ nothing of 
the kind, because I took up such a distinct 
and debnite stand on the question that 
there could be no possible mistake about 
it. 

Mr. BuaxeteEy.—The honorable member 
ought not to repudiate his Prime Minister 
much more than he has done. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I shall use my own 
judgment on that matter, and if I should 
seek advice 1 would not consult the honor- 
able member. Some honorable members 
seem to think that we on this side of the 
House are at the beck and call of any 
one. That is not the case. We exercise 
‘our own judgment, and I shall always do 
so. 

I regard the Bill as a substantial ful- 
filment of the promises made by the 
Leader of the Government on the eve of 
the last election. There are various 
matters I would like to see amended, and 
I shall have the opportunity of pointing 
them out and of giving my reasons for 


my desire for amendments when the Bill - 


reaches the Committee stage. 


? 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


Bull. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY eam) 
[5.51].—I am ‘sure we have all listened 
with considerable interest. to the honor- 
able member for Fawkner (Mr. . Max- 
well). He told us that he was voted for 
by his constituents because of the atti- 
tude he took up in regard to the non- 
payment of eash to the soldiers, but I ~ 
have a vivid recollection of reading a re- 
port of his sneech at the declaration of 
the Fawkner poll, when he said that he 


had won the-election because he had not 
He said very — 


been allowed to speak. 
emphatically that there was not an occa- 
sion when he was not denied a hearing _ 
on the platform. 


Mr. Maxweii.—I did not say that at 
the declaration of the poll, or on any 
other occasion: 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY a i eae 
that newspaper reports are not always 
reliable, but that was the report I read, 
and it is said that the honorable mem- 
ber stated he was denied a hearing on 
the public platform. 
his woyd that he was returned on his at- 


" 


J 
Wi, 


If we are to take bik 


titude towards the payment of the gra- 
tuity in cash, it must have been because — 


his constituents did not hear. what his” 
attitude was. 


Mr. Ropearrs.—Let the honorable 
member get on with his defence. 

‘Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I hope 
that I shall have a better opportunity of 
speaking on this question than I had in 
regard to the wool tops contract. It is 
very nice to be in the position of the 
honorable member for Wiannon (Mr. 
Rodgers), who comes forward with a 


little scheme to enable him to put him-— 


self right with the farmers in regard to 


his supporting a Government that ei ll eo 


all these outrageous things, and then 
monopolizes the whole of the time and > 
prevents any other honorable member 
from speaking. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. 
M. Chanter).—I ask the honorable mem-_ 
ber to confine his remarks to the Bill. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. a: 


honorable member opposite has said that 


it is only those who played their part in 
the war, those who went overseas and ~ 


’ ; 


“) 


fought, who have a right to speak 1 in this ; i 
House. ee 

Mr. Beut.—I think that the honorable my 
member must have been misunderstood. = 
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: Bi Mr. “PARKER MOLONEY.—How- 
ever, I do not think that that opinion 
vee held generally by honorable members. 
We all have a duty to the returned gol- 
f - diers, and we all have a duty to see that 
"effect is given to what we said on the 
 publie platform during the élections, as 
far as lies within our power to do 60. 
I am only concerned with my 6éwn state- 

- ments on the public platform at the last 
election and the statements put forward 
by the party to which I belong. 
Setting aside what the honorable member 
for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) said at the 
- declaration of the poll, he has told us this 
afternoon that he was elected because he 
_ thad made it clear that he did not stand 
for a cash gratuity. I should say that 
_ the great majority of the returned soldiers 
were not guided in this matter by what 
_ the honorable member for Fawkner, or 
any other individual, said, but by ‘the 
statements of the head. of the Nationalist 


party. ‘There is no, one who will view the 


matter in an unbiased way but will 
admit that throughout the campaign the 
, Prime Minister, from practically every 
_ platform, gave an assurance to returned 
soldiers that there would be provision 
_” made for employers to pay employees cash 
_ for the gratuity bonds, and for the private 
banks of the country to cash their bonds 
over the counter. The honorable mem- 
ber for Cook (Mr. Catts) compiled 
the utterances of the Prime Minister on 
the question in a tabulated form, which 
_ made very interesting reading ; but with- 
out going into detail it is sufficient, in a 
_ broad way, to say, that the Prime Min- 
Bt ister laid it down’that if the Nationalist 
party were returned to power at least a 
very great number of our returned 
_ soldiers would be able to get cash for their 
gratuity bonds. 
| We can only be guided in this matter 
by our Own experience, and I can say that 
_ Many returned soldiers in my electorate, 
_ and I can speak only for them, have since 
my election come to me desiring to know 
5 when they are going to get their cash. 
* be has been stated that the returned 
" soldiers voted for the Nationalist party, 
and the Prime Minister has said that 
_ they did so because they did not desire a 
cash payment at all. Speaking for my 
sown electorate, and the electorates which 
a ee during the election campaign, I 
jould say, from my own experience, that 


ROS Seo 
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te ae exoenonning majority of the returned 












soldiers were to be found in favour of a 
cash gratuity. I had a man on my door- 
step only this’ morning, desiring to know 
when he would receive the gratuity. He 
has been six months back from the war, 
and has had no work during that time, 


though he has made numerous applica- 


tions for work through the Repatriation 
Department and in other ways. Will 
any honorable member tell me that it 


would not be a godsend to that man to 
‘receive his gratuity in cash? 


Mr. Bayitzy.—Is he denied it under 
the Bill? 

Mr. Consmpine.—Is he provided for 
under the Bill? 

Mr. Baytry.—Yes; necessitous cases 
are provided for. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—By the 
time he could prove that his was a neces- 
sitious case he would not be very much 
better off if paid in‘’cash than if given a 
non-negotiable bond. Hisis not an isolated — 
case. There are hundreds of returned 
men similarly situated. Many of them 
have been able to get only a couple of . 
days’ work in the week, and if they are _ 
asked to prove that theirs are necessitous — 
cases, we know the task that will be im- 
posed upon them. From my experience 
I should certainly not be prepared to say 
that a majority of the returned men are 
not in favour of a cash payment of the 
gratuity. 

Imagine- the Prime Minister saying 
that the Government were returned to 
power with a majority—it ig a very un- 

certain majority, to say the most of 
rg gaa 

Mr. Wisz.—And an equally uncertain 
Opposition, is it not? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
Opposition. will grow, and it is solid, 
which is more than the Postmaster- 
General (Mr. Wise) can say for his 
side. What an absurd statement it is for 
the Prime Minister to make, that a 
majority of the returned soldiers voted 
to return the Nationalist Government to 
power. How does the right honorable 
gentleman know that? Is it not more 
likely that honorable members opposite 
find themselves where they are because 
certain vested interests in this country 
knew that they would have to contribute 
to the cash payment of a gratuity if the 


party on this side were returned, and, 
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ie wee tone. put in ebay as hen Sndvir a 


did ietore to secure the return of the 


present Government against the wishes of | 


the majority of the returned soldiers. 

Can honorable members opposite say 

that that was not the case? ihe way 2 aPi 
fe We are told that the trouble ig that 


we cannot afford to pay the gratuity in. 


cash. I recall to honorable members the 
time when the i ae issue was be- 
fore this count I’am not going to 
raise that issue now, or to refer to the 
arguments for or against it, except in 
so far as the matter is applicable to the 
particular measure now under considera- 
tion. .The Government said on that occa- 
sion that they required 50,000. men im- 
mediately and 16,500 every “month there- 
. after. That is what the Prime Minister 


at first proposed, and our party con- 
tended that if that proposal were carried. 


out it would involve this country in an 
extra expenditure of at least £50,000,000 
a year. J remember the Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt), who is now on his way to Great 
Britain, replying to that contention. He 
said, ‘‘ ‘What nonsense it is to talk about 
an extra expenditure of £50,000,000. 
We are the r-chest country in the world 
in proportion to our population.’’ He 
said - that the extra expenditure involved 
was no argument against what was pro- 
posed, and that if it meant an expendi- 
ture of twice the amount per annum, 
what was proposed was what ought to be 
done. There was not one member of the 


Government party then who did not say 


that if the proposal were carried, the 
money would have-had to be found. The 
Treasurer said that if it meant an extra 
£100,000,000 a year, the money would 
have to be found, and, according to him, 
it would be a mere bagateile tor what he 
described as the richest country in ve 
world. 

But a change has come over the scene. 
‘The country that was the richest country 
in the world in proportion to population 

when men were going out risking lives 





might be built up by this country 
Mr. Wiszt.—WNo, they did not. 
isa cruel slander on the men/who pa 
_ That is a vile slander. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1 . say, 


as a result of the sacrifices of those men. 
Mr. Wise.—That is not ees a hon- 
nee ibrable member said. 

: mc Mr. Marr. — The apa ‘ember 


said ones Bde eee 


| a interjection. 


peat me, i say the 


and limbs in order that immense | (profits 


That 


for so doing, but I was. one of the 


sacrifices ? 


said Be they, went out fof Clee Ldelgues to yn the honorable I 


4 tk . 
he * 
Mi vrd Ty 


whom I give credit for bei 
fairest men in the House. I 
apart from any party ‘feeling. 

Mr. Wisz.—The honorable 


at 


meaning into he rane ne 


Mr.: Wise. —That is on what } | 


Poxtindauteee was. n st ] 


able mca says now. 


Mr. PARKER a 


more than I -do for the pret ov -. 
made, I take second place to no man 


great sacrifices:they did make, b 
that as: a result of their sacrific 


aan That 3 is the point I wal tot "3 
When I was asked on the publie - Pp 
where we would get the money to 
gratuity in cash my answer was 
would find the money in the | same 
we would have had to find it | 
scription been carried, and had 
gone on for another six months 
that the men we would eall wpo 


—- 


isa made immense profits. out « 
sacrifices of those gallant n men Ww. 


bth 


ane 
as a SP goldig®? Fedo upo 
He went out, and I greatly. respect rit 


Woe N es 


did not do so. . > RT ge 
Mr, Marr.—Did the hh oral ble 
ber, stopping at home, ! 


help the men who ate ae i 


Mr. 
not know yen I am un 





Te er 


q posite as 





Wor Cratity 


ne 


| ai i think that t did more ‘to stand by ike 


Hes 


men than did the individuals [ have 
spoken of, who did nothing but build up 
_ immense profits as a result of the sacri- 
| floes of the soldiers. We desired, if we 
Hi rere returned to power, to get at those 
= a _ people, and I say that it was because 

those individuals put money into the elec- 
tion campaign of honorable members op- 
they had never done be- 
fore, that they are where they are to- 


day, and not because they received the 


votes of a majority of the returned .ol- 
diers. I refuse to believe that the party 
i opposite are in power to-day as a result 
of receiving the votes of a majority of 


nak the returned soldiers. 


I have made a passing reference to the 


A attverise fortunes built up by certain 


_ people in this country as a result of the 
sacrifices of those gallant men. I have a 
_ list of them here, but they have been too 
often mentioned fe make it necessary to 
_ repeat them now. Still, it would be par- 


_ ticularly handy in support of my state- 


. ment, which the Postmaster- Re Ge mis- 
understood: 


Mr. Wisr.—I did not misunderstand 





Mr. 
fer to the fact that the very company 
with which we have been dealing to-day, 


- the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 


each year for the last four years made 
profits amounting to just about 


“ £1,000,000. Then we know that some of 


» the: shipping mpanies made immense 
profits, and that the profits of the Aus- 
tralian Tobacco Company, during the last 
year of the war amounted to over 
- < £500, 000. When at the election I was 
ue asked where we were going to find the 
cash to pay the soldiers’ gratuity, my 
- answer was that if the party to which 
1 belonged were returned we would call 
upon some of those people to do what 
was just and right in order to make the 
“gratuity” a cash one. 
ae, Marr. —The honorable spate 
did | not ‘say then that the soldier went 
away ‘to fight for vested interests. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I have 

: : ees my position in regard to that. I 
have said that those men, for whom I 
Petia the greatest respect, went away to 
- fight for the country, and that as a re- 
sult, other individuals made immense 
fortunes out of the sacrifices of our 
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I have ‘no desire to prolong the | 


debate. I rose to explain my _posi- 
tion in regard to this measure. In 
common with the party to which 
I belong, I advocated a cash payment. 


The honorable member for Fawkner (Mr. 
Maxwell), before he sat down, said that 
the proposal to pay the gratuity was not 
a bribe. Exception was taken to the 
remarks of the honorable member for 
Werriwa (Mr. Lazzarini) when he said 
the gratuity was a bribe, and the honor- 
able member for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) 
waxed indignant and said it was nofhing 
of the kind. The assumption of the 
honorable member for Werriwa is a 
reasonable oné, because if the gratuity 
was not to be regarded as a bribe, why 
was not a Bill introduced before the elec- 
tions, instead of delaying the matter and 
allowing it to be used as a stalking-horse 
at election time? If the Government 
were in earnest, why did they not do the 
right thing before the elections? On the 
hustings the members on this side strongly 
advocated payment in cash. I know that. 
I did not endeavour to deceive anybody,. 
and the Government. should not deceive 
the soldiers by saying that they cannot 
pay the gratuity in cash because they 
have not the money. If the war had 
continued for another six months the 
Government would have made money 
available for that purpose. There are 
many people in this country who have 
amassed fortunes as the result of the 
sacrifices of those who went away to fight. 
‘for an entirely different purpose, and 
these are the individuals who should be 
called upon to pay the gratuity in eash. 
I deny the statement made that returned 
soldiers are opposed to a cash payment, 
as there are hundreds of men in my own 


electorate who are expecting to be paid in 


cash, because they have interpreted the 
statements made by the Prime Minister 
prior to the last election to mean that 
provision would be made in the Bill for 
a large number to be so paid. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[6.12].—It is very amusing to hear the 
discussion on the question of a cash 
gratuity. There is not one man inside 
or outside this chamber, wealthy though 
he may be, who would not be somewhat 
disconcerted if his rents were not suf- 
ficiently high or were not paid promptly. | 
There is not one who does not welcome 


we 











ee pies of a Sow: Mauteed poate ny woulienen I beltwa h 


ite income, or who does not prefer - 
-eash to a deferred payment. It 


stretching the truth to a remarkable ex- 


- tent to say that a majority of the soldiers 
do not desire cash, and I, for one, do not . 
believe it. 

Mr, Maxwe.t.— Who ay a majority. 
did not desire cash? 


“Mr. MATHEWS.—It was cae in this 
House only the other day. Fully 98 per 
cent. of returned soldiers desire a cash 
payment, and I am sure the returned. 
soldiers in this House would accept cash 
if they could get it. Wealthy as I am, I 
would always: ‘prefer cash to any deferred 
system of payment. I take strong ex- 
ception to statements made earlier in 


this debate—fortunately by only two re-- 


turned soldier members of this Chamber 
—that would make it appear that only 


 returrted soldiers had a right to speak on 





the services they performed? | 


this question. I hope I misunderstood 
them, and, if I did, 1 am prepared. to. 


apologize, but if I did not, | hope they 


will apologize to the House. 

Coming down to the broad question. of 
the payment of the gratuity in cash, let ~ 
us consider to whom it should be paid. 
But before we do that, I would hke to 
ask, “ Why is the gratuity being paid at 
all?”’ Is it because men who went to the 
Front received such small pa yment for 
2 ‘Is it be- 
cause they accepted certain pay, and 
while they were away the profiteers 
_ robbed their wives and families, and this 
is to be regarded as a kind of -recom- 
pense? Honorable members on this side 
have endeavoured to show that many: ‘who. 
“have been overlooked in connexion with | 
this Bill should have been included: in its 
provisions. When submitting this phase 
of the question we have been met with 
the replies with which I do not agree. 
When deputations have been introduced. 
to the Prime Minister suggesting that 
eertain men should come under its pro-— 
visions he has informed such deputations, — 
In an elaborate way, which really meant 


ee yee in the end, why they should not. 





oso, Iam ata loss to understand why 


‘the money is being paid at all. I am 


not going to agree that it is “blood” — 


_ money, as some desire to call it. If it’ 


is paid for the risk and danger they in- _ difficult indeed to draw 


eared, there : are a lot more e who should be — 





Soaps miei en pee the tee in 


like tos know why. ok 


i danver when they were withdrawn 


others who were chiefly intereste 


Pa 


opposite will agree with | 
who were serving in the merc 
marine during the war > eriod sh 

entitled to the gratuity. I. am not 
to detract one iota from pred 

formed by the members of our] 
Military Forces, who were pre a 
give their - lives if necessary, 2 
were wounded, lost hates or were 1 























robbed while Hey were. piace fo 
profiteering section of the communi 
have not received definite informatio 
to who 1s to receive the y3 
to why it is being paid; : 
sideration for the men in the me 
marine, and will show that man 
bers of our Naval and Milita: 
who did not risk their, sat 
ee are to receive. Be 














Bill. 
will receive ee imo 
some who ‘‘ hopped over ’’ and fos 
tar shat than . hae who bg 


gard to war work? 
Ab. MATHEWS. — That is wha 



























London should — ‘receive | 


he were woking. in comfort ah 

ferry-road? ~ 2 dag 
Mr. Burcwett. What ie the 

a ee: a 





gether sty that they at gr 


them and were being marched to th 
I can quite understand. that. thei 
ment is an accurate one. I have 


work of the aviation corps attempt: 
belittle the service’ rendered 
artillery. Asa matter of fa 


marcation betwe 





Peedi 


ave | etude in bas Bill many 
who. are not even mentioned in it. 
ntend to especially plead for recogni- 
n the work done by the members of 
ur “mercantile marine. We all know 


Aenea toy Bes din: did our land 
‘When boats were torpedoed in 
: Sea their occupants found 
Ss swimming in iey waters, and, 
ult, thousands of them perished. 
se men been fighting on land, at. 
y would have “had a chance of 
their lives. Then, again, thou- 
i of the members ahh our mer- 
| “marine ‘incurred as 
“as did the men on board our 
“ships. Tn this connexion I desire to 
te an article written by ‘ Figure- 
ead,” in the Melbourne Herald, of 15th 
‘ovember last year. In it the writer 
eals very exhaustively with the work 
done by our mercantile marine. The 
| > reads:— | 


THE HONOURS OF WAR. | 
D OF ‘ AUSTRALIA’S MERCHANT SERVICE. f 








































ne the Gnnaie of. putting eens 
ie map” has been awarded justly to her 
n navy and army, the work of the mer- 
rine, though less spectacular, deserves 
mmendation. Before the war, our 
seamen were confined, for the most 
2; ‘routine of the Australian coastal 
en by an occasional voyage to New 
Seas. Though the 


aticent to’ cope with the pre- war 
uffic, during hostilities, merchant, vessels of 
1 aggregate tonnage of nearly 200,000. gross 
er ithdrawn from the coastal service to 


tres and the Aiaealiean _ overseas 
wider horizon then opened for the 


: is set 
Pixble Li shows that they ) 
a Aca spats of 199,177. 


uth, when the caSatrae fleet of atocuvers 
ee rehased — by the Government, and the 
Un he ‘otc eae Australian Ma were re- 
men, and 


ace ipping - no Genie i ‘the 
1 Line and by alien vessels taken 
‘aan sie Aes Mee Aine 





: sinking an enemy ‘ 





ranking! in es about 300 ,000 tons of 
shipping. ‘These vessels were used for 
many purposes, but especially for the fi 
conveyance of munitions of war, food- 
stuffs, and troops. They were also . 
utilized as hospital ships, which should 
have been immune from attack, but were 
not. Some of them were employed Ve it: 
decoy ships, and every man on board > 
these vessels literally carried his life in | 

his hands. Upon them were naval men ~~ 
who were accustomed to fighting with the 
class of guns with which the vessels were — - 
equipped. It stands to the honour of © 
our mercantile marine that a number of 
these vessels rammed many German sub- | 
marines during the course of the war. 























much For the great services which they ren- 


dered the. Empire they were specially 
honoured by the Admiralty. 


: Sitting suspended from 6.30 to & p.m. . | 
Mr. MATHEWS:—During the whole 


course of the war, the men engaged in 
our mercantile marine service, while im 
the danger zone, ran a grave r:sk of being th 
torpedoed. Ships were equipped with guns - 
as a protection against submarine attack, a 
and on many occasions they succeeded in. 
‘tin fish.’? The men : 
down in, the stoke- hold» were always in 
extreme danger—as great, indeed, as the 
men in the trenches about to hop over ci 
the top, because once a vessel was sub-9 
marined, their position was hopeless. No 
men ona “war-ship ran greater risks than » | | 
did those on board the Australasian United. { 
Steam Navigation Company’s ship Mal-. 
lina, which, as a fleet collier and decoy 
ship, had numerous adventures when — 
Von Spee’s powerful squadron was at ea 
large in the Pacific. Weare told that— = 
Night after night, this vessel went out mene 
advance of the Australian Fleet, with all lights . 
burning brightly, at any moment jikely to be 
sunk- by the gun-fire of the enemy, with the 
loss of alj hands. 
Could men be in a more dangerous posi- 
tion than those on board the Mallina? 
And yet they are left out of the gratuity 
scheme. Several vessels sailing under the 
Australian flag, including the Common- 
wealth Government’s steamer Boonah, 
subsequently accounted for submarines 
without reward from either private owners 
or the Commonwealth. Though im com- i | 
parison with other nations, the loss of 
Australian shipping was- light, vessels mh 
aggregating aa oka Lie were ean, and ve 
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aa aliies were hear 


tralian vessels— La MOAR ata 


- Southborough—Torpedoed and sunk in 
oy cuNorbh: Sea on  l7th duly, OL: 
eight hands saved. 

Era, Sunk by submarine in Medinorebean” 
on Ist May, 1918, with heavy loss. of 
life. 

Conargo.—Torpedoed and 
coast on 31st March, 
life. 

Talawa. —Torpedoed and beached at five: 


sunk” off. ‘i Trish 
1918, with loss of 


sio, Italy, on 5th May, 1917. Recom- 
missioned at Leghorn on 15th March, 
1918. HU Shaper 
Burrowa.—Sunk by , submarine on 27th 


“April, 1917. 

Cooroy.—Sunk by submarine off Ireland on 
29th August, 1917. 

Boorara _—Torpedoed near’ Beachy Head on 
14th December, 1917. Repaired, and tor- 
pedoed in North Sea in March, 1918, 
with heavy loss of life. “Towed into 
Newcastle, and subsequently Pecoratiags 
sioned, 

Barunga.—Sunk by submarine south of Ire- 
land, on 16th July, 1918. 

Kyarra, —Sunk by submarine in English 

! Channel on 26th May, 1918, with loss of 
seven lives, 

‘Warilda.—Sunk en roufe from Havre to 
Southampton with invalid troops, with 
heavy loss of life, on 3rd August, 1918. 


J. Australdale—Sunk by enemy submarine in , 


October, 1917. 
Australbush,—Sunk by enemy submarine 
near Plymouth, in November, 1917,, 
Wimmera.—Sunk by mine off New Zealand 
coast in June, 1918. . 
cis Matunga.—Destroyed by raider 
cae ea Pacific, in August, 1917.. 
xf _ Echunga —Torpedoed in English Channel in 
September, 1917. 
_ Moornu.—Vorpedoed 
1916, 
Tasman.—Sunk by enemy submarine, with 
heavy loss of life, in 1917. 
ie Canowie——Sunk by enemy (date and ‘rie 
Meals uncertain). 
— - Garrabin——Sunk by enemy (date and dime 
uncertain). 


Wolff, in 


t : 
in Ri editenalae in 








have already shown, are not in the 
gratuity scheme. Many of them have 
received decorations to show that they 
served on vessels that were torpedoed, - 
ue “and ofe man, I know, was on two ships 
that were torpedoed. On both occasions 
he was yery fortunate, as he had just 
come up from the Bee hold for a bath | 
a few moments 
_ struck. These men lost all they had when 
their ships were sunk, and it appears 
- now that they are not to be recompensed. 
iL also. draw attention to the fact that the | 















"man in control of a mercantile vessel has” can, ben no 9 misunderst a 
Baa just. as ereat a strain upon ied a nerves. as” hh stand, Ca 


Mr. Mathews. SAN 





: aa one fon hi: 
_ record the fate of a iarge number of Aus- f 


Only ‘ 


of the fins ht marine were 


should participate in the gra 
‘because of the risks to 


The men engaged on these ships, | as ua 


before the vessel’ was- 


of the Bill is the questio 





























































ship are in his 


‘want to labour the oy n, a ag. 


sure that honorable me 
agree with me that 
has 
recompensed. . _ 
sald that these 
higher wages than we 
soldiers. ah have ae 


ay our sage A marine, be 
it has been said outside the E 


“if the war gratuity ig to be 
a recompense for services rend 


the rate should be, not 1 
but 7s, or 8s. per day.. 7 
for the eine purpose of 


Suded in the scheme . 
Mr. Bayitey.—If this ae 


that the men avert 





which 
exposed. I shall leave th 
good sense of the able 
in Committee nee per 


marine. 


Mr. BRUCE (Pinder , 


us, and I Hank the desir 
over the second- ote ee 
as soon as Uae 80 i lat V 


arrive ub a just sae equ. a 
the payment of the gratuit 
diers. But one’ popes lat 


gratuity should be. 
by means of bonds. 













knows, are little enough able to bear it at 
the present time., We should also play 
‘a ras said quite pa that. I was . directly into the hands of the profiteer if 
totally opposed to the payment ‘of the 
gratuity in cash. It is more or less sig- indulging in his orgy, if he is doing it, is 
nificant that this was one of the very few” being created by the fact that money is 
tatements I ever managed to achieve to-day so plentiful in Australia, and yet 
which met with the most emphatic ap- is depreciated in its value. If we add 
, proval in such very varying places as £25,000,000 to the sum already issued, we 
‘ Ri, he quiet and calm industrial atmosphere shall give a further and greater oppor- 
of Wonthaggi, and the riotous surround- tunity to any misguided and disreputable 
ings” of Mornington. , My experience person in the community who wants to 
if erywhere was-that the people appeared, _profiteer. 


















ublie - meeting as in any way indicating: ful in. Australia to-day? 
hat hey thought, to agree with the view Mr, BRUCE.—There are a great num- 


a Babes to the alder “if it were paid 


ie bonds, and abe. by ae should hs to the honor Ne member as the outstand- 


ing causes, first, the inflation of our note 
issue, and, second, the tremendous amount 


ctual circumstances of this country, 


overni for th rposes of the war, 
i, we are aay Uhl bar we ean, (Oevernment tor the porp | , 


and put back into circulation. I wish to 
emphasize here the opportunities that 
would be given to the profiteer if we 
increased the amount of money distri- 
buted throughout the community in this 
way. With the best will in the world, 
and even with a great deal of wisdom, no 
steps that we could take would be able 
to stop those people, so long as we con- 
tinued, by means of Government. distri- 
bution, to pour out money which, would 
simply go back into the pockets of the 
very people from whom we want to keep 
it. 


Apart from those probable results of 
















chile who has the welfare of fia! eom- 
ades seriously at heart. On the question 
of what the effect on the country would 
> if it were paid in cash, I have no hesi- 
ion. ‘In saying that it would be abso- 
; disastrous. I take that view be- 
“we are suffering to-day in Aus- 
: from great difficulties, brought 
bout. by the high cost of living, which | 


oe are a terrible burden SOniie, BeGee arguments are being urged for cash pay- 


ments, on the ground that under other 


al I do not say “this 3 is done a for more money. At first sight, those argu- 
_ purposes—by asserting that the ments appear reasonably sound, but, 


the increase in the cost of difference in. the two positions. One sug- 
attributable to profiteering. I gestion is that, had conscription been car- 
lere, In any way, to plead the ried, it wotild have involved a very great 


ermined moments he could not it would. Another argument is that, had 
ought about the present position ihe war gone on, we “should have spent 

It has been brought about £50,000,000 or £100,000,000, or even 
vie  equally—personally, I say a more— more, if that had been necessary in order 
Dye the inflation of credit in Australia, to carry on the war. Those who argue 


¢ “eurrency. If we issued now another cavil about a mere £25,000,000 1’ 
7 aN, we snows meee ele accen- 7 
at cash, hke men,. 


mé could take the expressions of a Mr. Hiees.—Why is money so plentis 


ber of reasons, of which I would suggest. 


of money that has been raised by the. 


he profiteer, but in his best and expenditure in Australia. J agree that 


d ithe. hopeless depreciation of our that way then ask, v4 Why should we. 


heavy burden upon people who, God 


we did so. The whole possibility of his ’ 


a cash distribution of the gratuity, several — 
circumstances we should haye spent even — 


ate of things in Australia, par- when one analyzes them, there is a great 


Mr. Wesr.—Hear, hear! Pay it in. ‘ 


Be ee ie a Say ae 


Sint BRUCE ve Nbc ean eae 
AN DE ab a ibalty agrees with the views - of 
_ those who ask, ‘‘ Why cavil?’’? The rea- 
son. why he should cavil, and cavil*very' 
"herd; is that cireumstances have com- 
st pletely changed. None of us would have 


"hesitated to spend all the millions neces- “lizing that in the main | ne 


sary to preserve our national entity and 
national safety, leaving the question of 
‘conscription altogether on one side. At 
that time we were at war, and were con- 
fronted’ with a great danger. But the 
spending of those extra millions to ,pre- 
i serve our own existence would have 
3 placed. a terrible Lurden on the people of- 
Australia. To-day our national safety is 
not in danger, and the question of paying 
out. this £35 000,000 in cash turns 
purely . and siraply on a domestic issue. 
I know the soldier, I presume, as well as 
do most people in this building, and I am 
prepared to say that the average decent 
returned man does not. want his money 
in cash if any of the things that I have 
said to-night are true, and if the result 
would be to place a greater burden on’ 
the people of this country, who, he knows, 
have borne, and are bearing already, a, 
very great burden in respect of the ser- 
‘yices which he rendered to the country. 
in Another point stated is that the last. 
‘ Parliament in its final sittings could have 
passed a War Gratuity Bill, and then 
: there would have been no discussion at 
i the elections, and we should have been 
saved from what, to me at all events, was 
i Be VOY painful display. I do not agree 
_ with that view, because the question 
-arose only in the dying hours of the Par- 
nina ee ib hibsonee haye been one of 
















ini, of pibute again on ee benches - 
after the election, had expended from 
 £25,000,000 to £30,000,000 of the 
‘people’s money at a time when its man- | 
date had passed from it and a new Pane 
liament was coming into existence. 
would have been a grossly improper ac- 
sy tion had that Bill been put through. On 
_ the other side we had the question asked _ 
of whether there was an attempt to bribe - 
_ the soldier. Personally, it looks to me 
| extraordinarily as though there was, and 
| some words which I uttered in this cham-_ 
|. ‘ber before the dissolution of the last Par- 
- liament have come strangely true. 
gested then that if anybody proposed to — 
bine bic pais the Seve ution Seeyoae: BY. se 





out statement was mad 


_diers 


I sug- 














































hein bs te ‘thet, frie 
them great benefits, he ° 
very dismal and unfortun 
I pointed out that the 
pretty knowing person, 

could have served with. h 


judge of a man and of his 
saw that proved time an 
war by the devoted way in’ whi 
soldiers would follow — some _ me 2 
_would not- follow others. on any term: 
“When we went to the election, the pec 
tion was that certain le did t 
see if they could catch oldiers 
As I said on the publ 
Say again here, Tam fr 
either. party is guiltless 
At the beginning, a bold, 


gratuity, the payment 
be in bonds, cash being giv 
certain . specific cases, such — 

of widows, blind soldiers; and. 
much on the lines adopted in th 
That proposal received the indors 
of the Executive of the Returned 





the courage to tell its meme that 
the fair and proper scheme to ngs 0 
As the electoral campaign proceed d, th 
original proposal did not remai 
unaltered, though I am hese 


was a. decent air of maintai 2in g 
In ‘my opinion, the ne we 
(Mr. Hughes) is not. 
picion that, at one 


misguided “enough. ee think th 
could make suggestions . 
peal to, and attract, the 


to vote 

My ie ae been 

verified “ by the attitur 
towards thee 


panbliy to bribe them ; he 
the fact that there are a. 
returned men on this side 
‘I do not think that any 
doubts that the soldier, his 
ope and his aR es hitek 


sent, press 

Another buint-t I wis 

_ sitting down has to 
_ tion ot the origine 
xy ra kta the 
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as been modified, I do not. know, but 
as been stated that certain Govern- 


ash the bonds given to their soldier em- 
loyees, and so much cash is evidently 
ing to be paid over in connexion with 
she gratuity that we shall be lucky if we 
do not have a fresh inflation of our credit 
and, depreciation of our currency. Those 
“us who are in the position of em- 
loyers would like alittle light from the 
overnment concerning what is to be done 
ard to the cashing of bonds. Be- 
a ween 100 and 150. soldiers are employed 
4, by the firm to which I belong, who will 
_ Yeceive bonds, and may come to me to 
ive them exchanged for cash. I shall 
bie c 
ake every effort in my power to pre- 
ent the cashing of bonds, and the conse- 
yuent squandering of money, because I 
feel that it. is a wise thing to build up in 
our community a large body of persons 
having substance behind them, and that 
_ there is great virtue in thrift. 
_ early days of the issue of war loan scrip 
- and war saving certificates, we were ap- 
_ proached and. asked if we could get our 
people to take up these securities. My 
wildest estimate of what might thus be 
raised was something between £5,000 and 
' £10,000. We encouraged our people to 
a take up war stock to the value of their 
_ salaries, repaying ‘l$d. in the £1 ‘per 
_ week, and paying off the whole sum with- 


result was that no less than £47,000 
subscribed. I am certain that it is 
f incalculable advantage to the persons 
meerned, from the man at the bottom 
the ladder upwards, that now they 
ye the interest, from their savings com- 
to them regularly each half-year. In 
Po ee awd to the war gratuity bonds, we 

" propose: to make an extraordinarily at- 
ers tractive offer to discourage attempts to 

is | cashed, and in the hope of pre- 

the squandering of money. We 
atend, however, to give money for the 
mds to those who require it, and I ask 





_ those in our position and low-class money- 
_ Tenders, who obtain possession of bonds 


lier is to be safeguarded. My 
employs perhaps 150 returned 
whose gratuities: will* average 


each. If a firm can hold £15,000 
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and other employers, intend to 


In the 


rhat. distinction will be made between» 





worth of these bonds, how is it proposed 


to safeguard the soldier from being taken 
down by those who make it a business to 


acquire bonds from the necessitous for 


much below their value? 

Mr. Tupor.—I do not think you 
do it under the Bill. 

Mr. BRUCE.—I am inclined to think 
that I am one of the employers who have 
pledged myself to pay cash for the bonds; 


could 
a 


and “in view of the various statements — 


that have been made regarding the action 


that is to be taken by the State Govern-. 
- ments and other employers, it will be an 


extraordinary thing if the Bill does not 
deal with the matter to which I have 
drawn attention. 


mittee. 

T shall not discuss the measure further 
now, because it is one for Committee con- 
sideration, but I did not wish the second- 
reading stage to pass without showing 


If that is so, it will 
be necessary to amend the Bill in Com-_ 


where I stood; and having pledged my- 


self emphatically to the gratuity not be- 


ing paid in cash, I wish again to affirm, 


my opinion on the subject. 


Mr. J. H. Carts.—I wish to make & | 


personal explanation. The honorable 
‘member for Fawkner (Mr. sue 
Or 


worked himself up into a fine show 
pious indignation on the assumption that 


in my speech about the war gratuity I 


had used the word ‘‘ bribe.”’ Nowhere 


in my speech have I referred to th 
gratuity under that term ; I spoke of 4 
as an election promise. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.35]— 
I shall not delay the House long, because 
I realize that this is a Bull which we 
should get. into Committee as speedily as 


ossible. The speech of the honorable. 
ri ghitick for: Flinders (Mr. Bruce), to 
one of | 


which we have just listened, was ) 
the most interesting that I have heard 
since I first entered the Parliament. 1 
believe that there are in Australia many 
employers of labour who have endea- 
voured to treat the returned soldiers 1m 
the way in which his firm has treated 


them, and it reflects great credit on 


those who are so fully keeping their 


promises to the _ soldiers. The hon- 
orable member’s remarks concerning 
the danger of ,an inflation of the 


currency in the event of war bonds 


being issued to the public to the value of | 


£25,000,000, must command the atten- 
tion of all thinking men in the Chamber. 


ge 


A 


the 


- 


983) 7 





5 
aay, 
he 
wv 
, 





nis 
8k 


ward this méasure.. 


_disaeree with the honorable member for 
i Finders. 
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i It surprises me that Pons Wek Gonearod 
 eallous as to the interests of the soldier a 
few years ago claim now to be keenly 


anxious for his welfare. I cannot allow 


to pass unnoticed the remark made to-. 
night by the honorable member for Hume © 


(Mr. Parker Moloney), no matter how he 
may try to alter the tone of his statement. 
He had the audacity to say that the 
soldier went away to fight, not for liberty, 
or humanity, or his country, but to aid 
the profiteer. That remark was so scan- 
dalous that it should make the blood of 
every honest man boil. with indignation. 
“Mr, Parker Motoney.—You are wil- 
fully and deliberately misrepresenting 
me. 
- Mr. GREGORY.—I am not. Half-a- 
dozen members on this side will indorse 
my words. The honorable member’s re- 
pentance is not a death-bed .ne; it is 


rather a post-mortem one, 


Mr. Parker Motonzy.—You are wil- 
fully and deliberately telling lies. You 
know it is a lie. 

Mr. GREGORY.-+-I demand an 
apology from the honorable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER‘ (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—I call upon the honorable 
member to withdraw and apologize. 

Mr. Parker Moioney.—By way " 
personal explanation 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber may not make a personal explana- 
tion now. He must obey the direction 
of the Speaker. 
called the honorable member for Dampier 
a liar. He must withdraw and apologize 
for that statement. 

_ Mr. Parker Motonsy.—I said that he 
was saying what he knew to be a lie. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—That amounts to 
the same thing. 





! Mr. Parker Motoney. ER deference 

to the Standing Orders, I withdraw my. 
remark. 

Mr. SPEAKER. ay ask nonoeible 


members not to interject. If there are 
no interjections there will be no need for 
withdrawals. 


Mr. GREGORY.—A good deal has 


‘been said about the delay in bringing for- ~ 
On this matter I 


In my opinion, the last’ Par- 
liament had a full mandate from the 
people. It was elected ‘for a period of 


three years, and there was no excuse for 


the: action of the Government i in no eanUNe 
wor re ie ¥ 


~ oS ve 
; +. 7, 
‘ 
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I understand that he 
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yor ents 
EN TAs 


it to the country price 


opinion, the Government "were 2 
wrong. The last Parliament shoul 
dealt with this Toni When: # 


bated “to ake statements. abou 
gratuity which, under any circums al 
would be considered by many as ir 
nature of a bribe, and I should ha: 
much more content had the matt 
dealt with by the last Ee 


in which it is now ee : 
Many are prone to forget the 
sacrifices made by our soldiers 
wonderful proof they — gave of th 
patriotism. The Bill provides 

gratuities on a very large. scale, but 
my mind, the gratuity should b , D: 
only to those who went overseas. — 
that a number of men desired to 
abroad, and were detained here 
in command, but I am certain also. 
a good many others were kept | K 
thelr own desire and at their o 

stance. It was scandalous that 
who had obtained commissions shou 
paraded the streets of Melbourne 
form for one and in some instance | 
three years, and yet did not go ‘to the 
Front. Probd ly these men may be 
to claim the erate under ar Bil 


ee zone should receive ] Be, grat 
especially when those wh 
hospital ships in the Mediterranea 
in the North Sea are left o ub of the 
It i is hard to imagine the’ anxiety of 1 
in Snare of a Le : 


be Pate Thete 18 igh 
tween what they went th 
-even those in charge of a 
through, Yet, those who served on. 
tal ships are omitted from the Bi 
members of the Naval Force, wh 
never have left Australia, are to ge 
gratuity. The condition of affairs ab 
the ane 4 which | g i 










eave Paiibewes | as she was, and yet, 
robably, they will receive the gratuity. 
[ may not be popular to declare that the 
atuity should be paid only to those who 
‘alia on active service; but that 
; view in regard to it, and I hope 
L at in Committee » the ‘Bill will be 
: ended “accordingly. 


0 Hie in regard to those ah bavven on 
mine-sweepers? — 
etal —I certainly would 


ea. 

‘his money will es to be found 
hin the next four, five, or six 
years, no matter what system we adopt. 


{ 


|S eanetagg the terrible sacrifices that 


raade Soke dt oe the war. ik know i 
stances in which enlisted men, when 
asked how their wives and children 
would get on after they had gone, re- 
ied, “Oh! my wife was a milliner, or 
something else, before shé was. married, 
and she will go back to her millinery or 
like.” These persons were willing, 
for the sake of their country and the 
flag, to make sacrifices, but others used 
the war in every way to make money for 
hemselves. A large proportion of the 
extra profits made during the war were 
egitimately. secured, but I do not think 
ny big corporation should have profited 
q by the war. They should have been satis- 
eee secure the same nes of 





Bias to pay this gratuity. Thins 
ane enormous profits during ne 


‘ JOSEPH Cook. Eek are many 
iabilities to‘meet. 









ia a If the 
, pe A do Bing in such a Bill as 
ae T ysis Just, sugg gested, I Hone that in- 


5; 2 impositions: Agi one section Set 
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ee other sections to go free. I feel 
very strongly with regard to the work- 
ing of the war-time profits tax, because 
under it some who, after working for 
years at a loss, are able to show a book 
profit, are having it taken from them, 
and may be compelled to borrow to pay 
the tax, while others who have made 
enormous profits are allowed to go un- 
touched. I agree with the honorable. 
member for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) that. 
it would be a grave mistake to pay the 
war era tuity: in cash except in ease of 
nevessity, and those who have made un- 
due profits during the war should be spe- 
cially taxed to raise the money that will 
be necessary. in this connexion. 

Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [8.48].— 
Following the example of others, I shall 
be as brief as possible. We are all con- 
vinced that if we were still at war we 
would be prepared to pour out our mil- 
lions in order to bring it to a successful 
conclusion, whereas now that the war is 
over and we are asked to grant some 
recognition to those who have risked their 
lives for us, the Government are not pre- 
pared to give them a cash gratuity. There 
are many wealthy men in our community 
who were not willing to lend their 
money to the country free of interest in 
its hour of need, and they are among those 
who now say, “Give the soldiers bonds, 
not cash.” If we are to make a gift. to 
our returned soldiers, let it be given freely: 
and from the heart. This Bill does not 
provide for a gift in the true sense of 
the word. 

I propose draw attention to — 
the way in which this Parliament dif-. 
ferentiates between those belonging to the 
Government House “ push” and those in 
lowly circumstances by showing that in 
‘one case it made a handsome grant to the 

_-widow of a man Who; I am told, received 
£30 a week and £1 5s. per day for field 
expenses, whereas it is not prepared to 
make a cash grant to the widow of a man 
who was in receipt of only 6s. or 8s. per 
day. The Officers’ .Compensation Act, 
No. 49, of 1915, which was introduced by 
a Government of which LI 
porter, provides that 


Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
War Pensions Act 1914- 15, there shall be paid 
out. of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, which 





is hereby appropr iated accordingly, the sum of a 


£4,500 to the widow of Major- jPenenal Sir 
William Throsby Bridges. 





was! a  Ssup> 





a <) nd 


Major-General Bridges gave ‘his life in 
the cause, and I say “‘ God rest him.” But 


it was the memory of this treatment of —jected because: of age or infirmity. 


his widow that made me say from the first 
that the war gratuity should\be paid in 
cash. Only to-day a deputation of re- 
turned soldiers urged me to strongly press 
for a cash gratuity. The Victorian State 
Savings Bank is prepared to cash at par 
any gratuity bond handed in by a soldier, 
but under the Bill as it stands that will 
not be possible. 

ae JosppH Coox.—lI do not think that. 


oe - MALONEY .—I may be wrong, 


but I am not trying to hit the Govern-- 


ment, because a measure of this kind 
should be above all party considerations. 
The statement that the payment of a 
gratuity to our soldiers was proposed by 
way of a “bribe” was quite out of place. 
Such a word should not be applied to 
anything designed to benefit our brave 
men. When the Officers’ Compensation Bill 
of 1915 was before the House on 11th 





November, 1915, Mr. McGrath, who then 
represented. the division of Ballarat, 
moved, as reported in Hansard, page 
1526 


That as the widow of Sir William Throsby 
Bridges is already provided for under the War 
Pensions Act, and as such Act makes pro- 
vision for the dependants of soldiers accord- 
ing to rank, this House cannot agree with any 
appropriation that nullifles the ‘existing law, 
and makes unfair discrimination in order to 
give exceptional grants to favoured « indi- 
viduals. \ 
That amendment was lost by 31 votes to 
q. During my thirty years of political 
life my experience has been that any one 
occupying an exalted position, especially 
any one connected with Government 
House, is freely granted special treat- 
ment. 1 should not have cared if Lady 
Bridges had received £50,000; it is the 
principle, and not the individual, that I 
am attacking: 

In our Military Department we have 
fifteen men who are drawing more than 
von Moltke received when “he led the? 
Victorious Prussians that overran France, 
and tere a 
fence and oats Departments who” re- 
ceive more than the Commander-in-Chief 


the “aie Army ‘of 300,000. men 
Bh war time. How .§ different this’ is 
from the treatment . meted opt to 


the commen rankers! Highty per cent. 
of the men of - Australia volunteered 
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are over 100 men in our De- 


‘Bill. 


for active service. Between 700, 
&00,000 offered to enlist, Many ¥ 












left Australia for the Front. Har 
heard of 70 per cent., 50 per cent. 
even 25 per cent. of the wealth o 
community being offered without in 
to the Government of Australia 
its hour of need? When the hono 
able member for Grey (Mr. P 
ton) was Acting Treasurer, I suggested 
that the people should be asked to. Jend. ea 
money to the Commonwealth free Oe ft 
interest. An appeal was made, and 
£1,200 out of a total of some £200, 000,000 Rene 
was placed at the disposal of the Govern- ie. 
ment free of interest. In five cases - the i 
offers represented the widéw’s Mn bere sc 
they were offers of £10 each on the - Darn |.) 
of people who wanted to help their coun- mec th 
try, while two unions, to their credit, 
Wade loans of £100 enol free of interest ‘we 
to the country. I am told that some 
good man made a present of £50 000° 0 
the Commonwealth. If that is S0;)aane, 
name ought to be blazoned in letters te 
gold. 
I have shown clearly the aitarauaek e- 
tween the treatment meted out by Par-_ 
liament to dependants of some of our 
big men and ‘that which the Government, 
are prepared to extend to the rank and 
file. I invite honorable members to ea 
a meeting of returned soldiers to deci 
whether the gratuity should be paid 
cash or in bonds. Honorable members 
may meet a few returned soldiers in 1% 
rooms any morning at 10 o’clock, or 
will take them to Anzac House to in 1 
view the men. iM 
Mr. Lisrer.—The roprenn tena 
the Returned Sailors and ‘Soldier, 
League decided the question as to th 
mode of payment. A 
Dr. MALONEY.—Does not the pe a 
orable member think it \was decided by ae 
the executive of the League—some of the — 
golden-spurred roosters—the officers? 
Mr. “Kerpy.—How ies: eotiioeneG “are 
on thy: ex CO OF 




























th ere is uly. ene. ’ 

many. oT a) pie Minister f 
Wughes), with that bitter tongue of. 
cannot bald saying cruel things: i 
gording to the Sydney Morning H. 
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‘ar ee 20th inst., he said, when nea: 
ing this measure— 

_ Whatever powers the Government possessed 
«Mould be Heed to Reeyene: the soldiers being 
ae exploited, 

I shall be with him up to the hilt in that 
_-endeavour——s., 
a) ee offenders would be punished. 


ea hope the punishtnent will be more 
severe than that which he is prepared to 
mete out to the profiteer. The right hon- 
_orable gentleman said on one occasion 
The Pie the profiteers should be shot; but 
_~ @ pop-gun is the only weapon he is likely 
vie use against them. He went on to 
a 

Die He had been told that hotelkeepers and 
q -money-lenders were preparing to make money 
out of the soldiers when they got their gra- 


_ tuity, and he did not propose ~to allow the 
Lapana to line the poets of the harpies and 






























Whe | is there no Hise in the Bill to send 
such men to gaol?’ The sugar exploiters 
__were fined £50. That is a mere bagatelle. 
Gir: - They will make far more than that as 
the result of their hoarding of supplies. 
a They should be sent to gaol. 
Lisrer.—And the ave confis- 


j “Dr: “MALONEY. —Will the i onpeonle 
ie "member ‘support the introduction of such 
ny a clause as 1 suggest ? 

_ Mx. Iaster.—I will. 

_ Dx. MALONEY. —I know the honor- 
| ie member will keep his word. There 
i is no man more cunning than the Prime 
ine Minister, and I do not know why he has 
ig - failed to insert im the ‘Bill a clause deal- 


to. by him. When we go into Committee 
‘ we. s shall have power to make such an 


| a I have here a letter fein the United 
Licensed Victuallers Association, for- 
warding the quotation from the 8 ydney 
Eula Herald which J have read. 
! ‘That letter states— 


Mr. Dennison and I were discussing the 
- matter this morning, and it was agreed that 
_ I write you, asking you to get some influential 
- member to bring the matter up on the floor of 
the House at the earliest opportunity. Mr. 
_ Hughes ought to be asked to give some facts, 
not a bare statement, which may probably be 
idle gossip only. We ‘contend that his remarks 
‘are a direct insult to the trade, and an un- 
arrantable one at that. Hotelkeepers are 
_more likely to make money out of the sol- 
rs’ gratuity any more than any other sec- 
me commercial coma uBIty. 
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ing with the class of offenders referred 


ment will not provide 500 Ibs. 


987 


‘I go further than that and suggest that 


a. clause should be inserted in the Bill to 
provide that any man who trys to rob a 
soldier or a soldier’s dependant should be 
punished. What is the use of fining men ? 
Then there is the profiteering that takes 
place in Flinders-lane. I wish that all 
persons in the Lane were of the same high 
moral calibre as is the honorable and gal- 
lant member for Flinders (Mr. Bruce). 
If a piece of tweed made in Geelong is 
sent to a warehouse in Flinders-lane and 
is then sold to a retailer in Geelong, the 
factory price is doubled and trebled. 
These profiteers cought to be in gaol. . I 
wonder that the honorable member for 
Flinders dealt so lightly with the profi- 
teer.. If honorable members desire to 
know whether or not profiteering takes 
place, ask any mother of a family who 
deals with the butcher, the baker, and 
the grocer; or any man_ who “buys 
a suit of clothes from a tailor, or any 


girl who buys a blouse or a pair of boots. 


I exhibited in this House two pairs of 
boots made by the same firm in America, 
one of which was sold at £3 3s. and the 
other for lls. 1ld., and an expert boot- 
maker assured me that the cheaper pair 
was the better. Yet we are told that 
there is no profiteering in Australia! So 
jong as any man makes that assertion, 
Ananias is not without a descendant. 
Many returned soldiers cannot get em- 
ployment, and are not helped to get it, 
They are sometimes offered work for which ~ 
they are physically unfit. I know of one 
man. who had been shot through the 
chest, the hip, and the shoulder, and he 
was (asked to do hard labour that was 
only suitable for a man with a good 
physique. Men of that. class could earn 
£4 or £5 per week, working eight hours 
a day, at hand-weaving, but the Govern- 
of yarn. 
per week with which to start the indus- 
try at Bendigo. It was with no desire 
to irritate the Prime Minister that I 
asked to-day certain questions regarding 
the provision of yarn in order to establish 
a hand-weaving industry at Bendigo. I 
know that a firm up there is willing to” 
employ eight or ten men at weaving, if 
500 Ibs. of yarn per week can -be ob- 
tained. I was informed by the Minister 
representing the Minister for Repatria- 


tion (Senator Millen) to-day that 
the average output of woollen and © 
worsted yarns from the Common- 


wealth Woollen Mill has been 16,300 
Ibs. per week over the past twelve months. 


~ 


a 
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sion. 


been supplied to the soldiers. 








Why has ned the onEae ieee neon © 
Am I wrong in suggesting that Flinders- 


lane is restraining the Minister for Re-. 
- patriation ? 


I showed to the Minister a 
piece of stuff, worse than shoddy, 
that had been supplied from the 
mill ‘to men engaged 
ing of Anzac tweeds. Every one of 
those men has been wounded, and allows 
his wages to be deducted from his. pen- 
The Minister denied that this 
worse than shoddy, had ever 
Loi sis 
a disgrace that he is still at the 
head of the Repatriation Department. 
if the Department would only supply 
500 lbs. of yarn per week to enable the 
hand-weaving industry to be started at 
Bendigo, the profits of the middleman in 
Flinders-lane would be eliminated to a 

further small extent. 
any man or woman be able to buy direct 


stuff, 


from the makers a suit length of this 


Anzac tweed, as the people in the Old 


_ Country are able to buy the Blighty tweed 


“able member for his good opinion. 
has been a good helper in this matter, 
and I hope that some day, in spite of 
Senator Millen, we may be able to pro- 


Johnson ).—Order! 


i ‘honorable member is ‘dealing more with 


that 1s made in Scotland? I asked the 
Minister representing the Minister for 
Repatriation whether two shifts of eight 


hours each are worked. at the Common- | 


wealth Mills, and his answer was ‘‘ No, 
but overtime is being worked.’’ Why 
should not two shifts be worked? The 
output would be increased, and the. fac- 
tory would provide more employment. 
When I asked whether an additional 500 
Ibs. of yarn per week could be spun in 
order to start the Anzac hand-weaving 
tweed industry at Bendigo, the Minister 


replied, ‘‘ Not without © serious inter- 
ference with the output of cloth from the 
mill.’”’ 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


I am afraid the 


repatriation matters than with the war 
gratuity. 
Dr. MALONEY .—Quite right, 


sir, 


and I thank you for your courtesy in not 
pulling me up Ta alo 


Mr. Jowerr.—The honorable member 


is quite right in his statement about the 
Anzac tweed, all the same. 


Dr. MALONEY .—I thank Le hones 
He 


eure a fair chance for the men paige 


in that industry. There could be 2,000 | 
men he eth at hand- rene through 


in the weav- 


Why should not 


forced levy on capital or wealth, Ta 



























































and £5 per week. “thew 
plying the community with a 
which not even the. ang of 
could desire better. a | 

One pean of joy that emanate 


proved that. nobody casa 1 impute ‘his. 
age; certainly nobody can | question : 
audacity. He talked Of the great. viet 0 
which his party had gained at the po ie 
What was that Beene When the 1Vl-. 


eens Minister was efi at ‘Men he 
party which numbered fourteen, 
six of those fourteen occupy seats 
Chamber now. Some hono ‘able. m 
threw insults at the Labour party b 
ing that we were divided amongst 
selves. At all sides we karst: 


Cage in this Elgiel 
the greatest increase in resins i 
is the younger party of the two on 
Ministerial side, and. I believe, ib i 
more honest. 


itiistee and his ‘party ne AGN 
turned by a vast majority, and, hav 
had a great victory, the reverse has” 
the case. When in future he, with 


we an ropa him that, if the act 
fisures are reversed, we shall be ; 
the truth. ae a . 

The question batons’ ‘the Foe 

“cash or no cash.’’ I shall vote fe ) 
payment of the pratnity in. cash. | 
am asked whether I propose to m 


‘No; there is a much ‘more scientit 
and fairer way of achieving th 
purpose.’”’? That great stati ‘lela: 
Knibbs, tells us that Australia was 
£1,200,000,000 before the outbreak of 1] 
accursed war. During the five years. 
war the wealth of ‘ nebrAatatta hou 
land, stock, valuables and securities- 
creased by £400 000,000. I have | 

pointed out that between 70 per 
and 80 per cent. of the available 
pe of Australia offered seg, 
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iy ecause credit would. ibe, ‘disturbed. ‘The 
‘value of every house, pastoral run, and 
arm would decrease ee 


Dr. MALONEY. —I have a letter from 
a colonel who, at the time of writing, 
i ‘was in the Black Sea, and he told me 
_ that, whereas prior to the war a sove- 
i reign was worth nine to ten roubles, to- 
day. it is equivalent to 3,000 roubles. 

_ Mr. Kersy.—That is Bolshevism for 
noe.) 

Lie eT, MALONEY.—The question of 
- Bolshevism does not arise. Probably 
_ those who talk so glibly about Bolshevism 
have not studied the matter. The hon- 

_ orable member’s friend Kerensky, who 
was supported by the Allies when the 
__-Russian republic was established, lasted 

in power for only two months. Lenin, 
who has fought the Allies, has lasted for 
two and a half years. » 
Mr. SPEAKER—I am ‘afraid that 
‘ihe honorable member is again wandering 
_ from the Bill. I ask honorable momibers 

_ not to interject and thus lead the honor- 
_ able member who is speaking to digress 
eh from the subject before the House.: 

) ) Dr. MALONEY.—We can get the 
Ni ash necessary to pay the gratuity in a 
scientific way by following the example 

of Edward the Confessor who established 

a Doomsday-book. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member is now anticipating his own 
_ notice of motion on the business-paper. 
a OD MALONEY.—At any rate, there 
is a way in which the increasing wealth 
of Australia may provide the cash with 
a re which to pay this gratuity. I believe 
: - K that i in the next ten years of peace Aus- 
tralia will progress more rapidly than it 
‘did during the war. If that should be 
Dae, why should not the unearned incre- 
oe ment be used for the elimination of the 
war debt? I do not think any honorable 

i Ms _ member will gainsay the fairness of that 
ae - proposal. Let us consult the soldiers re- 
| _ "garding it—not the officials. I do not 
MOMs: hse anything against the officials, but the 
-- . eommon? ordinary private has not much 
ee as , ‘respect. for them. The truth of that is 

that another organization is in course of 
formation, and the members of it will 
nob, have an officer at their head. 

I understand that the honorable mem- 


ye 


thy 
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to bring before ihe Committee the in- 
justice that is being done to the Royal 
Australian Artillery. I have listened 
earefully to what the honorable member 
said, and if he convinces me that an act 
of injustice is being committed, he can 
count upon my vote in support of any 
amendment which will do justice to those » 
men. Of all the brave men who sailed 
the seas none were braver than those en- 
gaged in mine-sweeping. Perhaps equal 
in courage to them were those angel 
women who served as nurses on the hos- 
pital ships. Was there ever anything © 
erander than the action of the nurses 
who, when a hospital ship had been tor- 
pedoed by a vile submersible in the 
Mediterranean and the captain ordered 
the nurses to the oat, said, “No, save 
the fighting men.’ And they sank be- 
neath the waves. One wonders why God 
permitted such a thing, but no braver act 
was'ever done. The nurses should be 
treated in the same way as the soldiers. 
This Bill should not be made a_ party 
question. Jn Committee let us see what 
we can do to improve it. As far the 
foolish statement that we cannot pay the 
gratuity in cash, I say that Australia is 
rich enough and generous enough to pay 
cash, and we who represent the people 
should see that the soldiers get fair play. 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.16].— 
The House appears to be practically 
unanimous in its approval of the prin- 
ciple enunciated in this Bill, namely, that 
the war gratuity shall be deemed to be a 
free gift by the Commonwealth to her 
soldiers in recognition of noble services 
rendered during the war with Germany 
and her Allies. But there seems to be a 
wide difference of opinion among honor- 
able members on both sides with respect 
to those!who should become beneficiaries 
under this measure. Of course, it is 
always popular to be found helping the 
greatest number of people, but, having 
regard first to the quality and value of 
the services rendered by our soldiers, and, 


secondly, to the rather exhausted condi- 


tion of our finances, I hold that the 
gratuity should be limited to those who 
fought overseas for Australia, or who 
risked their lives in any danger zone, 
whether on the coast line of this country, 
or on the high seas, or on battle-fields in 
any parteof the world, If we break that 
line, and consider the merits of all who | 
rendered service, in any capacity, our re-_ 
Pponet Nay) becomes limitless, and we can 


"some marked public form of his splendid and as being tantamount to a fai 











ral principle of the Bill I am in thorough who had fought for. 


| vernment have made this one of the early tous circumstances, 


to have placed on record her citizens’ keen should be unable to deal with the se 


other countries among our Allies have 


Something yet remains to be done. I do 
-pounds, shillings, and pence; 


‘country should raise some monument, 
make some great mark of appreciation 


sideration other than regard for his grand “Ver for others. I hold that ‘there i 


foremost position among all the Austra- repatriation legislation. 


resolution of’ this House. entitled to repatriation. By oe 


is a grave omission, not only by this Par- clusions in the Gratuity Bill. 


it will be speedily remedied. . statute-book, made provision _ Ea no 


- General Monash be es to the Bar of to an outside body called An 


- trust, will not escape the attention of the people outside to frame a repatri 
in Government. | scheme, and to provide for whom 


question whether the gratuity should be they have disappointed the overwhelmi 
paid in cash or in bonds, I may say that majority of , Australian soldi 
as soon as the proposition wag, made by ther, that degrbe of disappointr 
a the.Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) in its ‘leontronted the Prime. M vister 
first naked form, I said that I was not! return to Australia haste’ 
de much enamoured of the non-negotiable — Tmeasure the Project: f 
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become beneficiaries, But with the gene- with the idea 
accord, and I am pleased that the Go- many of whom might ue | 


measures of the session. — ing bonds, and should — “be : 
I regret that Australia does not appear adequate means or ° resources, “anc 


appreciation of the magnificent services in any shape or form. That a man ‘ 
rendered during the war by Australia’s point to his wounds, indicate his ray 
most eminent soldier, General Monash. necessities, and ii ae [direct attenti 
He has come through triumphantly, and his bonds, would ela ‘seemed to 


with a very great record. His strategy, rather in the nature of Pile up 
his consummate judgment and skill, the. country to contempt. dee 
employment by, him of his own capacity a payment in nae aight le 
and his superb use of that of those who Throughout the jection campai 
served with and around him, proved, a. nade a definite suggestion in m: 
truly magnificent feature of ‘the opera-  stituency, and in so doing I follo 
tions of the Allies. While Great Britain (ne else’s ideas. I have ft 
has set an illustrious example, and while fm the Government mi this _ 
another measure, which. was 


done likewise by their great military jh. Commonwealth Parliament e 
leaders, I regret that the services of intention of benefiting the WAR 


General Monash have not been appreci- 


atively signalized in and by Australia. soldier, namely, the ie 


has proved, in my judgment, — 


not say a failure, but @ sot 
not suggest that it be done eae To disappointment, ms our s 


-able to Eb UE why “‘Bileng 
have been provision made ‘for 


of the services of the Australian Com- 
of our soldiers, and no provision — 


mander-in-Chief, and I hope that no con- 


services will weigh with the Government — ¢ 
and people. General Monash reached Measure now before this House a | 


lians who entered the conflict. I trust dealing with the Repatriliadl Bill a 
that there will be speedy recognition in ferred to it as merely a blank cl 


services. the part of the National ‘Parli ) 
Sir Rosert Best. —There should be a indicate who should or should | no be 


Mr. RODGERS.—I strongly agree. It members speak of omissions 


liament, but by Australia as a whole. I patriatiqn Bill, as this Parliament 
only hope that, for our honour and credit, to it and as it now stands — ‘upo 


Mr. Maxweti.—Why | should . “not specifically. It presented a ~ 


this House, and publicly thanked? and that Commission pe 
Mr. RODGERS.—tThat is a suggestion gentlemen, one of whom was” eed 
well worthy of consideration, which, I Minister. This Parliament left it 


* 


With regard to the much-debated might please. T am bound tdfsay | 


































This Bil” ee i a Nesesvisimpl stint 
e bonds may be cashed or made 
of for all the purposes for 
a grant of repatriation may 
‘be made. That to-day, however, 
ites only to a limited few. Section 
60 of the regulations governing repatria- 
blon provides for only three classes who 
may be benefited. The time is at hand 
when we should widen the whole scheme 
pe repatriation so4that it shall absorb the 
Fr, gratuity grants, and give a form of con- 
trol or direction to £28,000,000 of what 
will otherwise become, I fear, meré 

! \ding money. The honorable member 
’ for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) has indicated 
j is fears with respect to employees who 
have been brought up in a business at- 
‘mosphere, where they should have be- 
come almost by instinct thrifty. If we 
_ multiply the danger when. applying it to 
__ the 60 per cent., or, perhaps, 80 per 
 cent., of our poli ewe who have no busi- 
ness training or capacity, and may be in 
__ necessitous circumstances, we are bound 
__ to be impressed with the seriousness of 
the position. I suggest that the Govern- 
ment take counsel with the Minister for 
Repatriation (Senator Millen) and_ his 
present Commission—for, in my judg- 
ment, the proposal to substitute a new 


is not gong to improve repatriation very 
ae much. 


Mr. ‘Groom. NB is that a maaan for 
: “debate in connexion with this Bill? 


Mr. RODGERS. —I have indicated the 
mi _ relationship between the two principles, 
and it is apparent on reference to clause 
14. ‘There is time, even now, to so amend 
bia ne repatriation scheme as to gather in a 
fee range of beneficiaries. If we limit 
lesb under rane 14 to the very 





‘ oe ae losidetaon I say, franicly, 
BS that: it will be of little use, indeed. It 
ee Veal be of wider use, I aed in con- 
_ mexion with the war service homes 
wont ee: but, if we could widen the scope 

: f repatriation itself, we would not. only 
be making a cash vift, but would be allow- 
gh gi by these cine to secure 


a hg them biccad 
rere | 


Commission in place of the present body. 


ey itself. ee: want that ali 
y goods and other assets. Very - 
seek amin 


terest in some undertaking. As IL 
have indicated, under section 60 of the 
regulations dealing with repatriation, 
there are to-day only three classes pro- 
vided for, namely, widows with children, 
married men who are incapacitated, and 


‘men who previously had had a little busi- ° 


ness of their own. The tens of thousands 
of other soldiers eligible for the war 
gratuity are in a position to seeure prac- 


tically no assistance whatever beyond — 
a training under the repatriation - 
scheme. Tf we take this oppor- 


tunity to recast repatriation in order, to 


bring in the great majority of soldiers, 
and then make provision that the war 
bonds shall be available for all the pur- 
poses set out in an amended and improved 
repatriation scheme, the two measures 


operating together will give business-_ 


like and direct control to millions sterling 
which, otherwise, will become ad lib. spend- 
ing money, and will go towards increas- 
ing the spending power of the nation in 
a somewhat reckless way. What is there 
to prevent the Government from recom- 
mending that the trading, commercial, 
and financial community, and any who 


~ 


are prepared to do so, should advance 


to soldiers goods or commodities, or what- 
ever they may require to set themselves 

up—providing that the transaction is ap- 
proved either by the Repatriation Com- 
mission or by the State Board or by a 
Local Committee? What is to prevent 
such a course from being adopted if, in 
return for those goods, the trading com- 


munity will take as payment bonds 
upon their -face value plus the im- 
terest upon them to date? Why 


should we prevent such a thing, see- 
ing that this Parliament cold set up 
adequate and complete safeguards? 


and leave repatriation where it stands, we 
shall be losing a great opportunity to 
render practical aid to men who hitherto 
have been. disappointed concerning the 
lack of breadth of the repatriation 
scheme. 
Bill actually treats them at present in 


TE 


we merely pass a. measure such as this, 


I would treat the bonds as. this o 


relation to the Hmited purposes of the 


Repatriation Act; that is to say, I would — 
regard them as equivalent to spot cash, 
plus interest due upon them. Why should 
There are 
a few, entitled to benefit under the Re-. 
patriation) mee, who will be permitted to 


/ f hay 
y * 


we set out to discriminate? 


ee, | 
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secure immediate cash payment for their 
gratuity bonds; but there are thousands 
of other soldiers equally deserving and, 
perhaps, in a more necessitous position, 
who do not come within the scope of the 
Repatriation Act, and whose bonds, there- 
fore, cannot be cashed. I assure the Go- 
vernment that no one will be able to 
face the agitation that will have been 
aroused in respect to men suffering from 


wounds, who are out of funds, and yet 


who are holding this country’s bonds. 


Mr. Maxwestrt.—Is it not possible 
under clause 13, paragraph f ? 
Mr. RODGERS. — The honorable 


member suggests that the cases I have 
mentioned may be met under the para- 
graph which provides that a person who 
is found to be in necessitous cireum- 
stances shall be paid in cash if so de- 
sired by the person entitled to the 
gratuity ; but, judging by the remarkg of 
various honorable members as to the 
calibre of the Australian soldier, I should 
not think that he would be found march- 
ing up as a mendicant, or as a person in 
necessitous circumstances, and asking for 
eash for his bonds. In any case we do not 
wish to put him in that position. The 
only gleam of. hope for a big proportion 
of the soldiers is contained in clause 13, 
paragraph e, which provides. that a 
member of the Forces who has married 
since the date of his discharge, shall be 
paid in cash if so desired by.~ him. 
There may be a rush to the altar to se- 
eure a double-barrelled benefit. 

I suggest to the Ministry that a prac- 
tical business-like scheme is still possible. 
There is time to amend the Repatriation 
Act in the direction I have indicated. 
The Bill to amend that Act is practically 
through another Chamber, and will soon 
be here... There is a most intimate rela- 
tionship between the Repatriation Bill 
and the War Gratuity Bill. . There is a 
prescribed authority in either measure. 
The one Department has to certify those 
who are eligible for consideration under 
this measure. I suggest that now the 
Government should take a practical hold 
over this huge amount of spending 
money, and help to direct. its investment 
in proper and profitable channels. Do 
not let it become part of the great flood 
of spending money that has, in a great 
measure, contributed to, the high cost of 
living in this country.’ Various views 
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_ing as to what is the real cause of the 


Bill. 






WEA 





are put forward by economists of. 





high cost of living. But for a dead cer- 
tainty, one of the causes may be aseribe | 
to the law of absorption. Just as we 
make funds or anything else availabl 

they will be absorbed—it is the custe 1 
of the world—and until they are ab 
sorbed values will rise. When the money 







= 


is not there to be absorbed, values will 
recede. If we allow £28,000,000 of un- — 
guarded and undirected spending 
money to be spent at a time when the ~ 
productive powers of the country are « 
falling, that is to say when the country ~*~ 
is in the stranglehold of a drought, it — 
means piling up high costs and increas- 
ing the currency, with no correspondin 
assets building up on the other side. ia 
ask the Minister now in charge of the 
Bill (Mr. Groom) to be good enough to 
take a note of the suggestion I make. At 
this stage it is not my intention to 
dwell on the details. They are essen- 
tially a matter for the Committee. But 
I ask the House and the country to take 
some direction over the expenditure of 


this vast amount of money which is to 
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be placed in the hands of young men, 


many unaccustomed to dealing with such 
sums. iy 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9.35]. : 
-—li has surprised me to hear some of the — 
remarks from honorable members oppo- 
site, particularly those which fell from 
the honorable member for Flinders (Mie ih 
Bruce), who claims that it would not be 
just for an expiring Parliament to in- 
dulge in the expenditure of large sums of | 
money... For the honorable member’s 
edification, I may point out that the New 
Zealand Parliament, just when it Rea gin a 
expiring, having run its full term, did ¢ 
the right thing for the Dominion’s re- | 
turned soldiers, and voted them a cash ~ 
gratuity amounting to £6,000,000. Is 7 
Australia in such a parlous financial 
position that it cannot with 5,000,000 «7% 
people—five times the number in New | 
Zealand—provide £30,000,000 in cash © 
for the men we sent away? ~ Cae 
Credit has beem given to the drafters of an, 
this Bill for having coined certain ~ Bai 
phrases. They have been eulogized by > 
several speakers on this account, but PD 
find, on examining the document on 
which the New Zealand gratuity was ‘cs 
paid, that its wording has been almost 
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- slavishly’ copied in our Bill. We have ‘ A Vole apnea itt aos ans Pea 

ee ay fy ioe. ivere 

mae ollowed the example of New Zealand, Mr, Hughes.—When Parliament meets. 
nob only in regard to phraseology, but ‘The Same Voice—And when will that be? 

vom also in regard to those who are to be ex- Mr. Hughes.—As soon as the elections are 


4 He cluded or included. The Prime Minister over. I have done the best I could do. I am 
| — (Mr. Hughes) has said that our Bill ison 204 ite I am not even Ryan, (Laughter and 
| ae a far more liberal seale than that of New “PP°"% a coe 

a Zealand, but I fail to see it. The New This shows exactly how the soldiers took 
Zealand measure voted £6,048,000 in the utterances of the date Minister. 
_ October last year, and I think I am fairly After they heard him, they fully believed _ 
: eee in saving that by this time all New that he intended that, even if they could 
&, Zealand soldiers have received their cash "0% cash their bonds over the counter of 

f the Treasury or the Defence Department, 
- gratuity of Is. 6d. per day. 

Mr. Beru.—Not more than £1,500,000 they could be paid cash, if they presented 
Ne be agai them at any bank. If that is not what 
a Pad: 80 Lar, the Prime Minister intended, I do not 
Mr. FENTON.—The latest informa- know the meaning of the English 

_ tion from New Zealand is that nearly all language. : 

id . the gratuities have been paid. There is Some honorable members have . said 
no difficulty in the way. The Defence that the payment of £25,000,000 in cash 
ay Department in New Zealand, just as is would mean financial dislocation, but I 
_ the case in our Department here, has all have not heard of any great financial dis- 
the records of the men. Before our Bill ruption in New Zealand, where, accord-— 
was introduced, our Defence Department ing to their population, a gratuity has 
had all the requisite information, and if been paid equal to the individual finan- 
¥ “cont es gat given to pay : cash, io cial burden that would be imposed on 
— cou ave done so, at least three weeks Australia by the payment of £30,000,000. 
ago, on a properly established actuarial in cash. | When the honorable member 
a a basis. We ought to be capable of doing for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) was speaking, 
ae : al New Zealand has done. the Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 

Complaint has been made that the» Cook) interjected that these were not the 
Ne ala Minister varied his promises dur- only financial responsibilities of the Go- 
ay ing the election campaign. Every one icity He Ae quite eae Bee 
a aa knows that he did. In almost. every frst war loan matures in 1925, and we 
a 1 Bie ee city, he had a different tale to tell shall be obliged to meet about 
in regard to the soldiers’ eratuity, and I[- AO, 000 ,000, most: hikely by a fresh issue 
, “shall: quote how he was reported by the heat the strong advocateés of paying the 
Adelaide Register, which we regard as soldiers in bonds have their way, the 
é eres Argus of South Australia, and as a bonds must be redemed in 1924; there- 

i i very conservative paper, fern stuck to fore the Commonwealth’s responsibilities 

‘| ee Hughes Government right throughout a i much Shee in 1924 and ta 
_ the campaign, and throughout the last than they are to-day. I do not see that 
oe Tts issue of: a llth Novem- we are likely to cause financial disrup- 
“Iber, 1919, contained two and a_ half tion by putting up this money now. I 
columns: he a report of a meeting ad- always like to quote the enemies of 
dressed by Mr. Hughes, and I quote the Labour. The Adelaide Megister, the’ 
3 - following ‘interesting dialogue— Melbourne Argus, and the Hobart der- 
R ‘Tf you don’t agree with wild extravagant ors are the three cheese betas 
Mes _ statements, made ostensibly in the name of ory newspapers in ustraila, na 
i the’ soldiers, say ‘so, and say in whom you be- leading Sisla in its issue of the 22nd 
vane Sar something now if you -have any- March, 1920, the Argus said— 

Ah varies Tired Voice —We want cash. (Laughter No one will grudge the soldiers the gratuity 
hee 1s. aaa os ee 
x The Government have made ~ panda LECULAR eke ena cam 
"arrangements oes the banks. Shien Pra Gal: tae fortunes out of the war, .and many more \ 
diers who want cash for their bonds can go re better off than they were before the war 
here and get it. (Thunderous applause.) commenced. It has long been the custom to 
Roe aie —Supposing » we all go at once. give special reward to victorious soldiers. . 
Mee Atuhee Cirle geen will eta these ‘In that statement the Argus admits two i 


ay as aes hold war- loan tee 4 Otek RGN that it is right and pr i ; 
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that the gratuity should be paid to ite 
returned soldiers either in bonds or in 
cash, and, secondly, that many_ people, 
directly or indirectly, have made for- 
tunes out of the war, and very many are 
better off to-day than they were before 
the war commenced. The Argus here 
indicates the direction in which we should 
look to obtain the money required to pay 
the gratuity. When in Committee, the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor ) sub- 
mits the amendment, of which notice has 
been given, to secure the payment of the 
gratuity in cash, as every member of this 
party advocated upon the election plat- 
form, I shall be found voting for that 
amendment to carry out my elestion 
pledge. What is more, I believe that by 
so voting I shall be doing something 
whieh the great majority of our oe 
soldiers desire. 


The honorable member for Wannon 
(Mr. Rodgers) drew for us a graphic and 
dramatic picture of a returned soldier 
coming to us with his scars and wounds, 
and to use a colloquialism, ‘‘ stony broke,”’ 
and holding in his hand a bond for which 
he wants cash, it may be to purchase 
food or to discharge some legitimate lia- 
bility which he has incurred. That will 
be an exceedingly humiliating positien 
in which to place any returned soldier. 
If bonds are to be issued, I hope they 
will not be of high denomination. I hope 
that bonds of different . denominations, 
£10, £20, £50, and £100 will be issued, 
because if the returned soldier is to be 
allowed to make use of his bonds to pur- 
chase goods, to buy land, or to secure a 
home, he will find many “business people 
prepared to take £10 bonds who could not 
possibly take bonds of £100. I have said 
that I believe in the payment of the 
eratuity in cash, and that our returned 
soldiers should not be called upon. to 
hawk bonds around the country. We 
may hold the highest possible opinion of 
ex-members of the Australian Imperial 
Force, and yet I say that if the gratuity 
is paid only in bonds there will be 
thousands of men in Australia who 
during the next two or three years will 
be exceedingly desirous to turn them into 
-eash. A returned soldier may enter\a 
place of business and say to the Props 
tor, “I have no other means, and I de- 
sire to obtain certain goods from you; can 

Mr, Fenton. 
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_ cash it would be of material assistance to 


‘ assistance to 


Bill, 








you cash these bonds?” Although the "| 
owner of the business may be eating 4 
desirous of doing something for the re . 
turned soldier, he will be debarred 
under this Bill from cashing the bonds 
offered him, and so granting the retur: 7 ned. 
soldier the relief he desires. igi 
Sir Josrpnx Coox.—All this will, % 
gone over again in Committee. aie 
Mr. FENTON.—I can promise "he. 
honorable gentleman that I shall not be 
long. I have recently been in the 
country, and have seen many returned 
soldiers who are settled on the land, but ~ iY 
all whom I have met have said, “When fi 
is this gratuity going to be fixed up?” I 
spoke to one young fellow who ‘iu a 
small orchard for which he has not yet 
paid. He found that the Repatriation 
Department moved so slowly that he had 
to make a move for himself. It is pos- ~ 
sible that the Department is assisting him 
in some way now. I know that he has 
some payments yet to make on his pro- 
perty, and if he were paid the gratuity in 









him. The Repatriation Department has 
come to the assistance of some retur 
soldiers to start them in-business in a 
very meagre way, but I know of cases 
in which fathers of some of these men are 
making themselves poor to-day, in order = 
to set their sons.up in a business in asub- 
stantial way, because the Repatriation — 
Department will not give them the ‘as- Be fy 
sistance they require. One hundred 
pounds in cash would be of very great A Ny 

these men, who are  — 
anxious to get off the books of the 
Repatriation Department, but who, under — 
the practice of the Department at the pre- 
sent time, cannot secure the assistamee 
they require because they’ do not dot an 
‘a’? amd eress ia “ot 77mm accordance with 
its regulations. 


Even though to do so might ea toa ad 
little temporary financial, embarrassment, 
we should alter the provisions of this Bi ea) ) ; 
and provide for the payment of the gra-” 
tuity in cash. . New Zealand, with her. ere 
population oft ,000,000, ° has » a Se 
£6,000,000 in cash by way of arabitlay u a 
to her ‘soldiers, and. if her people could — 
afford to do that, surely over 5,000,000 aa 
of people in Australia, where we have. ee a 
wealthier community than aresthe pacman am 
of New Zealand, can afford to gl te ie 
£30,000,000 to their returned soldiers, te 

























War Gratuity 


an Sir Josepnx Coox.—I should like to re- 
Bs mind the honorable member that New 
i Zealand had nearly all the money she re- 
quired saved by way of surplus. 
‘) oe) Mr. FENTON.—In- introducing the 
‘New Zealand Bill, the Minister for De- 
t fence in that. Dominiow outlined the 
49 sf Canadian scheme, which is not as liberal 
- as ours, or as that of New Zealand. To 
ie suggest that the payment of a gratuity 
_ to our returned soldiers is something that 
ve was evolved from the brain of the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) is only to talk 
si ‘ so much nonsense. When our returned 
soldiers learned that Canada and New 
Zealand were paying cash gratuities to 
i! their soldiers, it was only proper that the 
executive of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers Imperial League should go to the 
_ Government, and put it to them that Aus- 
\) tralia should do what the-other two-over- 
sea Dominions were doing in this matter. 
_ The Prime Minister replied that the Go- 
--vernment were prepared to do so, but 
0 _ they do not propose to pay the oratuity 
_ in cash, as hag been done elsewhere. They 
‘ | propose to hand the returned soldier a 
| Piece. of paper, and ask him, if possible, 
to hold it until 1924. I say that before 
it that date in many thousands of cases our 
returned soldiers will be offering their 
bonds to secure relief, Business people 
by the score have promised to cash the 
bonds, and the honorable ;member for 



























felt that, as an employer of labour, he 
— would be responsible, after the promises 
that had been made, in common with 
other people in business, to cash bonds 
for returned soldiers in his employment. 
_& only a section of our returned soldiers 
| are called upon to humiliate themselves, 
AY by! asking cash for their bonds, because 
A “they are in necessitous circumstances, we 
y shall be making a very invidious distinc- 
; ion, which will. not be relished by those 
concerned. 
In saying that, I support the proposal 
of the Labour party that the pratuity 
should be paid in eash, I am only 
"= repeating. what I Saad before the 
last Parliament expired. We desired that 
this: matter should be settled before the 
general election. It should have been 
ak with then, and the proposal should 
not have been hawked before the electors. 
't should have been settled, as it was 
ttl d in New Zealand, on the eve of a 
neral election. 


[30 Maron, 1920.] 


. ay m mye & 
be eee reso ese ——_—— 
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Flinders (Mr. Bruce) pointed out that he ~ 


I can only repeat now. 
shall vote "hse the amendinent 


which is to be proposed to secure the pay- 
ment of the gratuity in cash. 

Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9.55].— 
At this late hour I do not propose to 
delay the House more than afew minutes, _ 
I think that we have all practically in- 

dorsed the principle of the Bill, but I 
hope some amendments may be made in 
Committee that will alter the method of 
payment, and will also broaden the scope 
of the measure by adding to the classes — 
of persons who, under it, will be entitled 
to receive the gratuity. The subject is 
one to the discussion of which a speaker 
might devote considerable time, and my 
justification for not doing so at. this late 
hour is the fact that already a number 
of speeches have been delivered upon 


the matter, and it has been dealt with iy) 


very fully and, I think I may say, very 
effectively from my point of view, by 
honorable members who have already 
spoken from my side of the Chamber. 
History has shown that in all countries 
grateful peoples have raised monuments | 
to the memory of those who have been 
prepared to die, or have died, in order 
that their country might live. Any one 
who has travelled cannot but be struck 
iny Paris, London, or Washington with 
the monuments raised in those centres, 
and the engravings upon them of glow- 


-ing tributes to the memory of those who 


were prepared to sacrifice their lives for 
their country. The circumstances whieh 
caused those countries to raise monu- 
ments to their soldiers were not compar- 
able to the circumstances in which Aus- 
tralia finds herself to-day. I think it 


was President Garfield who laid it down 
that a country is not worthy to be saved 


if in the hour of its fate it will not 
gather up its jewels of manhood 
and life and go down into the conflict, 
however bloody and doubtful, prepared 
for measureless ruin or complete 
success. If that is the test by which we 
should gauge the right of a country to be 
saved, then Australia has amply proved 
that she has that right. For Australia, 
indeed, did gather up her jewels of man- 
hood and hfe, and went down into this 
conflict prepared for measureless ruin. or 
complete suecess. That is’demonstrated 
by the number of men who enlisted, by 
the number of men who went overseas, 
and by the number of men. who will never 
return, and who are buried in foreign 
soil. ean ihe Me too, Las The 





My 
Ms 


. ne of their achievements, hie Ra A 
The qualities | 


- 


we 


certainly live in history. 
that they have displayed, in my opinion, 
are characteristic of the 
people as a whole. 


tralia will be ‘able to. deal successfully « 


with the great problems that we have in> 


front of us. 
Perhaps the brightest spot in the whole 


achievement, at all events to my mind, is: 


the fact that what Australia did she did 
voluntarily. 
monument, as other countries have done, 
to the men who have given their lives 
for their country, I hope there will be 
special mention of the fact that they did 


so without the imposition of conscription. 


Conscription is the tap root of militar- 
ism, and it is from conscription that 
most wars spring. ‘There is one thing I 


eluded at Versailles, 


facet that provision was not made—ap- 


wars. 


parently because those assembled there 


were not able to agree on the point—that — 


there should be an abolition of conscrip- 
tion in all countries simultaneously. If 


that had been done, I verily believe that 


the foundation would have been laid for 
a universal and lasting peace. 

Just as monuments have been: raised, 
gratuities have been paid after eroat 
In my opinion, the proposed pay: 
ment, which is called a “ gratuity” is in 
the nature of a deferred payment peat he 


and should not be described.as a gratuity. 


Australian 3 
It is for that reason 
wiam optimistic and confident that Aus- 


When: Australia raises a 


regretted in the terms of the peace con- 
and that was the 


It is something to be paid in return for 


services rendered, and just as any other 
services are paid for in eash, so should 


this payment be reade in cash. 


this House. 
ment to say that it is impossible to raise 


Mr. West.—The same as the payment 


& ie Mr. Speaker. 


“Mr. RYAN —Yes, and the same as 
the payment to every other member of 
It is idle for the Govern- 


the cash. That matter has been fully 


dealt with by previous speakers, who have 
shown that had conscription been carried | 
fake would have been necessary: to raise 
more money, . 
continued the cash would have been > 
forthcoming. Is any honorable member 
on the Government side of the Chamber authority. What objecti 
prepared to say that it would have been L 
ie ie Minister _ i 


and if the war 





aero, to. aes it? 





_ Navy interjects »“ Except a 


chad If there is to be any pr 





he bonds thal aioe en 


say that any alteration j in the ma er. 
taxing | 


is one of the deep-seated rea 
Government have. insisted Spe 1 


-reads— 


_to be issued in payment of any wa 


, insolvency, or otherwise howsoeve 


That is a complete prohibi tlo 


scribed.” ; > . a 


‘this House, and not by - 


to making a bond al 













have? Wocuien ned! hada conscription - 
carried? Does the Minister suggest 


shad hy war continued for e 


Srlteutioatl Q 
Sir Joseryu Coox, —No > b 














has heen ORT te ‘or. ae pea 
the sepcs ae | we hen ie 
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1924. Interest- aN war t bo Ph 


gard to the font postin th 
monwealth which is likely to. 
with the holders of such bonds, £ 
vernment think ‘they will | hav 
additional backing of some tens 01 
thousands of soldiers, and will be able 0 
income from’ such I 
apply also to the soldiers. 


FE f 


war gratuity in bonds. 

There is an actual prohibition 
cash contained in this measure, as 
seen from clause 15 ae bi Bill, 


. Except as prescribed, no int rest. i 
gratuity, or in any Treasury bo 


shall be alienable, whether by 
Sequence of sale, assignment, chars 


Sir Josrrx COs EB: 


Mr. RYAN.—The Minister 


proper place for that to. be 


. 


_alienable ‘at it 
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‘is absolutely prohibitive against aliena- 
ion of bonds and the conferring of the 
itle upon some one else, even at its face 
alue. That limitation is included be- 
_ eause it is the policy of the Government 
"to insist that these bonds shall be held 
by the soldiers, and that they shall not 
be negotiable. That is my opinion, and 1 
have not heard anything from honorable 
members opposite that has caused me to 
alter my views. What is it to the holders 
' + $700,000,000 worth of bonds? What is it 
% to advance another £25,000,000 on the 
~ same asset? It would pay them to hand 
over £25,000,000 of the £700,000,000 to 
have the additional security for them- 
iY eselves, 

Sir Jossepnx Coox.—I wish the honor- 
able member could persuade them to do 





BION Abe 

_ Mr, RYAN.—If I were in the position 
of the Minister for the Navy I might do 
go. The Minister and his supporters can 
_ dictate what they like to them. © 
Sir Joseru Coox.—To whom? : 
Mr. RYAN.—The masters of the (x0- 
_ vernment. Those who supplied the funds 
"to place the Government where they are 
_ —the profiteers of this country who gave 


ee «See tap -: 


































"not support honorable members on this 
a she. ee 5 
> \ Mr. Groom.—t am sure the honorable 
member and his colleagues had fully 
_ #three times more financial assistance than 

- did honorable members on this side. 
Mr. RYAN.—It is idle for the Min- 
ister for Works and Railways (Mr. 

-Groom) to suggest that we had more 
financial support than did the supporters 
of the Government. If he doubts what I 
» am saying, let him move the Government 
¢ to appoint a Royal Commission to fully 
‘Gai ivestigate the whole matter and ascertain 
\ what funds have been used by both 
| parties for political purposes. I know 
that tens of thousands of pounds were ex- 
pended on propaganda work to insure the 
return of a National Government to the 
- Treasury benches. 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—It was said in the 
Domain, in Sydney, that millions of 
pounds had been spent. _ 
- -Mr-RYAN.—Largesums of money were 
fe made available as an insurance fund to 
rotect those who placed the Government 
er, and that protection 1s being 
ed. I hope the people of this 








MS * , 
DX ot at 


the Government their support. They did 


country will become stirred to such an 
extent that they will not stand it. We 
are continually being told that the Go- 
vernment have not the power to deal with 
the profiteer, and that the responsibility 
rests on the shoulders of others. Are the 
people going to stand that much longer? 
Will they believe those who state that 
Parliament has not the power? If that 
attitude is to ke continued we can well 
understand there being an increasing ob- 


jection to our present system, of parlia- 


mentary government. When those who 
are suffering from the action of the pro- 
fiteers see that the real interests of the 
people are not safeguarded by their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament, who snap their 
fingers and say they have no power to 
prevent profiteering, decisive action will 
be taken. 

I wish to refer to one regrettable fea- 
ture of the debate on this measure. I 
was not present when the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) delivered his second-read- 
ing speech, but I have devoted some time 
to reading his utterances and some of the 
speeches delivered by other honorable 
members ovposite. It is clear that the 
Prime Minister went out of his way to 
jeer at the Opposition and stress the point 
that there were no returned soldiers 
sitting on this side of the chamber. I 
would have expected some of those honor- 
able members who are wearing badges, 
and who are sitting behind the Govern- 
ment, to have disclaimed the sent ments 
expressed by the Prime Minister in this 
connexion. JI would have thought that 
the honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) would have remembered that 
his opponent was a man who had rendered 
service to his country, and carries the 
scars of war aS an honorable souvenir 
of that service, but he listened to the 
jeers at the honorable members on this_ 
side without raising any complaint. It is 
in keeping with the misrepresentation that 
occurred in connexion with the conscrip- 
tion issue, for every one knows that the 
Labour party was shockingly misrepre- 
sented in that connexion. There was 
misrepresentation is regard to the resolu- 
tions of the Perth Conference, and there 
was similar misrepresentation in -other 
directions. ,Honorable members opposite 
know that there were candidates who stood _ 
as representatives of the Labour party 
from the ranks of returned soldiers, and 
would have sat in this chamber if a ma- 
jority of the electors had returned them. 









ey ona this party a as a fuel “were a 


just as loyal and sincere as many honor- 


able members opposite were in an endea- 


your to bring the war to a successful con- 
clusion. : 


Mr. Tupvor.—There were some rebined 


oldiers bezten by men who had not made 
any attempt to fight. ‘i 
Mr. RYAN.—Exactly, but I out 


I had said sufficient in giving the Ox- 


ample of one man who was prepared to 
ive his life for his country, and was de- 


feated by the honorable member for Wan- 
That example is typical of many . 
Notwith- 


non. 
that I might mention., 
standing this, the Prime Minister made 
sneering references to the absence of re- 


turned soldiers on the Opposition benches. 


Some other honorable members on that 
side of the House—not all—employed 


similar tactics, but they seem to have for- 


gotten that there were tens of thousands 
of Labour supporters who left this coun- 


_try, and who are never likely to return _ 


because they gave their lives in Pales- 


tine or in the “bloody shambles of Galli-. 


poli and Flanders, who, had they lived, 


would to-day have been ‘behind the party. 
They par-_ 
took in every peril, but in the glory they 


on this side of the House. 


are not to be allowed to participate. I 
resent very strongly the statements of 
the Prime Minister attacking the party 
on this side of the chamber.  Cer- 
tainly there were sentiments expressed 
by some honorable members opposite 
which differed very much from those of 
the Prime Minister, and I was pleased 
to hear them. They spoke of the har- 
mony that should exist in view of the 
difficulties confronting us. There is 
need for harmony, and what better 
example could we have than that dis- 
played by the men who went forward to 
fight ? 


dants of English, Scotch, and Trish—men 


of every faith and creed, and men of all. 
In the 


shades of political thought. 

great conflict they stood shoulder to 
shoulder, and their blood flowed in the 
game stream. When the cold grey light of 


morning broke their bodies lay stiff and 


~ stark together, and in the same trenches 


_ they were laid. The green grass springs m 
even now from their commingled dust, — 
us in in sited whieh 1 
we do ae a am confide 


and the soft dew from Heaven falls upon 
. their umion in sen ee a: 





to show ‘at this Bill was ‘intro 


signing of the armistice right 


Included in that noble army. of 
Agta n, soldiers there were descen-— 


a mention this i 































egard to the ‘party te whiel 
L am prepared to. Bh S01 1 - the 


and I cots if so sald g 3 


political reasons. The time and 
of its introduction indicates t 
own experience on the other side 
world, when I met the Prime 
Hughes) , the Minister i 


adopted in. connexion a 
ft might have gone into ae 










































thing I did in London i in. connex 
returned soldiers. 

Mr. 
into any Ce ey 


Sir JosEern ‘Cook. not 


You ca not 


that score. 
Mr. ae — 
people | 








member to "inform the ioe i 
Mr. RYAN. The campaign — 
ried on amongst the soldiers — 


the elections. Every : ment 
directed to the same end—that f 

their votes. The honorable mem 
Cook (Mr. Catts), whats ae 
gratulate eae bas eee rl 


Dosdtine ‘to hes different promises 

had been made by the Prime Mi 
during the election — campaign 
which were intended to convey 
pita the Bion that ig! was t 


ape 
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any tier thins ¢ as ‘one is paunabimtee in- 
lined to think, the exploiting ground of 
the few. I do not propose to delay the 
House any longer. I shall support the 
second reading of the Bill, and also the 
mendments which have been forecasted 
ey epetatle members a this side of 


for Late ae this late hour to 
the Bill which is before us, 
mple reason that I have been en- 
uring to catch your eye, sir, ever 
we met: to- mes ‘ Various gece 


qe bed. eesbuity. Perakelly I experience 
sense of gratitude to those who went 
halo prompted by the belief that it 





aha he hit. Bcmeeed that fits. 
But when I hear honorable members op- 
posite arrogate to themselves the exclu- 
ive right to represént returned soldiers, 
it hurts” me. Why should not Labour 
members stand up for the rights of re- 
rned soldiers? Have no returned sol- 
come from the ranks of “—habour? 
no returned soldiers vote with the 
our party as anti- conscriptmnists ? 
e we no members of our industrial 
who went to the Front? Only 
ey night last, in a Hbeke hile a r 


ia ee are over “400 hanibars a 
: se coca service. We ih a 


, in celaat * ace grown. eab- 
es in Australia. Does the growing of 
ive a man the specific right to 
" returned soldiers? I do not 
yy remarks to be construed. as a 
on ‘upon the honorable mémber for 
because I think that, in dis- 
the duties which he did, he was 
ng good service to this. country. 
one of two honorable members 


vwear, badges, vate ers oe 


eo ceed 


who have claimed that only. 


N ationalist Frenne have a right to 
stand for justice to our returned soldiers. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—The honorable 
member himself grew cabbages under 
very different circumstances from those 
under which the honorable member for 
Robertson grew them. 


Mr. GABB.—Exactly. I am not Bude 
ing fault with the honorable member for 
Robertson for having grown cabbages. I 
merely say that the growing of cabbages 
edoes not give him any more right te 
claim justice for returned soldiers than ! 
have. 

Sir Joserx Coox.—Is the 
member suggesting that the 
member for Robertson did pei else 
but grow cabbages? 3 


Mr. GABB.—I do ‘not ee 


Sir JosepH Coox.—Does not the hon- 
orable member think that he ought to 


ERE 


know before making these contemptible 


references 4 Q 


Mr. Fremrnc. — The hanoruble mem- 
ber is quite wrong in his facts. 


Mr. GABB.—I do not say that the 
honorable member did nothing else but 
grow cabbages. In reply to the Minister 
for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) I ask, 
does he not think that he ought to have 
“known,” before he made some of the 
contemptible utterances of the last elec 
tion campaign ? 

. I have a feeling of contempt for the 





999°) 


ana 


honorable — 


Ministry because of their hypocrisy in- 


regard to this gratuity. Upon three 
occasions, when reference has 
made to waste of time by  honor- 
able members upon this side of the 


_chamber, I have asked the Government, 


by way of interjection, why they did i 
not save time by introducing the pro- 


posal for the payment of this gratuity 
during the last session of Parliament, 
and prior to the general elections. 
reply, the Minister for the Navy ‘said, 
“ Give us something fresh.” -T hope that 
I have assisted to give the Government 


something fresh by defeating one of their 


ardent supporters. If the honorable » 
gentleman wishes for something further 


“ fresh ’’ he bad: better wait until he 


goes to England. 


Sir Josuru Coor. You are a great if 
man, ry 


Mr GABB.—When a look upon* the 
*Minister’s kindly face, and think of his 


been 


res ‘3 


yi 





. 
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political experience, I am bound to re- 
gard his remark as a compliment. I 
hope that before I am as old as he is, I 
shall merit the recognition which he has 
given me. My feelings, sir, upon the 
present occasion are those of contempt 
for the Government, because they did not 
bring down legislation to authorize the 
payment of this gratuity six months 
earlier, when it would not have had the 
appearance of being a bribe to the sol- 
diers and their dependants for the pur 
pose of retaining Ministers in office. 

Mr. Kersy.—Did any one of the hon- 
orable member’s party suggest the pay- 
ment of a gratuity six months ago? 

Mr. GABB. — No. But the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) promised a, cash 
payment, and the party to which I be- 
long has done its duty by endeavouring 
to make him honour that promise. How- 
ever, I want to get on to the hypocritical 
side of the business. 

Mr. Roperrs.—That is a subject which 
the honorable member. understands. 

Mr. GABB.—I wish to refer again to 
the hypocritical aspect of the business. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—They say over here 
that you are a good judge of it. 

Mr. GABP.—Yes! such a good judge 
of hypocrisy am I that, even if the hon- 
orable member who just interjected were 
dressed in ‘‘sheep’s clothing,’’ I should 
still know him to be what he is. Honor- 
able members of the Opposition have 
been repeatedly charged with wasting the 
time of the House. Yet the Govern- 
ment did not deal with this gratuity six 
months ago because it wished to use the 
returned soldiers in order to secure a 
fresh lease of power. In their action 
they plumbed the lowest depths of hypo- 
eritieal mendacity. Not only do I feel 
contempt for the Government, but I re- 
eognise that an injustice has been done 
in regard to the name of this so-called 
gratuity. The very fact that it is called 
a gratuity is evidence of hypocrisy. What 
is a gratuity? The honorable member 
for Moreton (Mr. Wienholt) has told us 
that it is a gracious gift. ‘Is this a 
eracious gift? Have not our returned 
men to help to pay interest’ upon it? 
Have they not also to assist in the repay- 
ment of the principal? The hypocrisy. 
of the whole blessed thing! Had \it 
been a cash gift it would have been a 
gratuity, und there would have been no 
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-what I promised to SuPpOr when To vas 


DOH 


an historical one. 


Bill. 






hypocrisy about it. I hates vote toe! Ae 


* 







on the hustings. 

The next thought which oceurs Hh ar 
is that there is still more injustice sa | a 
this proposal. Suppose, for ae | 
that I invested £150 in one of our Weel oa 
loans. I should receive by way of in- — i 
terest upon my investment the sum of £7 — 
annually. I would get that amount, not- i 
withstanding that throughout the war ng m3 
had remained at home and had not been 
subjected to the hardships to which our 
returned soldiers have been subjected. % 
Thus within the next four years, under 
these bond proposals, I should draw as 
much in interest as it ig proposed tor give a 
interest to the men who risked their lives = 
and their all for this country. There are 
many capitalists in Australia who haw its 
invested large sums in our War loans. 
They draw interest upon their invest- Lie 
ments all the time. The position, there- ~~ 
fore, is that, although we are told that ‘ 
iG (18 impossible to Aud the .eash with — 
which to pay this gratuity to the men 
who risked their lives in the interests of | 
this country, we can find the money to. 
pay interest upon £3,000, £4,000, or 
£10,000, which has been invested in OUR PR cit 
war loans by ‘single individuals, who®  ~ 
hava, perhaps, been blood-suckers in the = 
sense that they have extorted undue pro- — : 
fits from the wives and other dependants - é 
some of our defenders: There cer- 
tainly seems to be some injustice in the 
present. proposal. ne 

The honorable member for Wentwort ms 
(Mr. Marks) and the honorable member 
for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman) 
stated that honorable members on this 
side of the House had introduced into the 
debate certain matters that should have 
been’ left: ‘out. “Of it) amet eae point 
out that the Prime Minister, the first 
speaker on the second reading of this Bill, Caan 
had an opportunity to make the occasion >). 
But what did he do® 
He turned round, and made sneerin: 
statements concerning honorable member 
on this side of the House. “ I find: no 
returned soldiers on the Opposition ‘sidet yaa 
of the House,’’ he said. And this, Le mann iy 
from a man ‘that took the seat from a 
genuine “‘digger,’”’? who played his ‘part 
atthe Front. The Prime Minister ought 
to have been the last man to suggest tha’ 
he could find no returned soldier on - thi 
side of the House. é 
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Mr. Poynron.—Is it not a fact that the 
first ‘‘digger’’ to be beaten in an elec- 
tion was in South Australia, and while 
> was away fighting, too? | 

Mr. GABB.—Does the Minister refer 
to the Hon. J. H. Vaughan? 

. Mr. Poynron.—I do. - 

Mr. GABB.—Then he is quite correct. 
But I want to point out that the Prime 
_ Minister started this mud-slinging. If 
I had been the offender it might have 
been put down to my inexperience, but 
‘cannot be said of the Prime Minister, 


ling such a sacred matter. as this he 
Id not have stooped so low. The 
rime Minister did not mention names, 
it on behalf of one ‘‘digger’’ who is 
not present, I want to say that “ Teddy ” 
Yates was in the firing line. It is only 
fair that the Prime Minister should say 
to whom he is referring when he is mak- 
_ ing these ugly insinuations. ~ 
-. -T have said all I wanted to, and as the 
Bill is going into Committee, I shall fol- 
low the advice of the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook), and reserve any 
other remarks I have to make for that 
stage of the Bill. ; | 
Mr. NICHOLLS (Macquarie) [10.35]. 
TI am sorry to take up: the time of 
honorable members at this late hour, 
but I want briefly to place on record my 
views with regard to the Gratuity Bull. 
Any form of gratuitv other than cash is 
not acceptable to the great bulk of the re- 
turned soldiers. Some honorable mem- 
bers may run away with the idea that a 
- number of soldiers will accept 
ds. Only a small section favour ac- 
ting that form of gratuity. The 
bour party have consistently advo- 
ted a cash payment. The questior. 
as a burning one during the election, 
d every member of the party distinctly 
d that if returned he would favour 
g the gratuity in cash. The Prime 
er himself declared that he would 
ash, and if the men find out in the 
of a few days that they are. not 
o get cash, there is just the possi- 
f a disturbance, owing to the dis- 
ction among them. Those I have 
me in contact with during the past 
ths all want to know whether they 
eive cash, in accordance with the 
[inister’s promise, or non-nego- 
mds. I admit that the sum re- 
225,000,000, is a fairly large 
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his long political record. When 


me a good deal of satisfaction. 
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Generals of the Army received substantial 
sums in cash, and it is only natural that — 
our soldiers should desire the same form 
of payment. Admiral Beatty recelved 
£100,000; Lord Jellicoe, £100,000; Sir 
Douglas Haig, £100,000 ; Admiral Bing, 
£30,000; General Allenby, £50,000, and 
General Birdwood, £10,000. There ap- 
peared to be no very great anxiety about 
obtaining this money, and steps should be 
taken to find the necessary cash in order. 
to fulfil the Prime Minister’s promises. 
I believe that an undertaking should be 
honoured. | 

I desire now to refer to a few of the 

romises made during the election, 

although in doing so I may repeat some of 
the statements made by other honorable 
members. ° | 

Mr. Maxwetz.—Why repeat them? 

Mr. NICHOLLS.—Because it will give 
During 
the recent election campaign I told re- 
turned soldiers in my electorate that if 
the Labour party were returned to power 
we would pay cash, and I want those sol- 
diers to know now that the Government 
have no intention of honouring the Prime 
Minister’s promise. We were told re- 
peatedly that the Labour party were hold- 
ing out a bribe to get the soldiers’ votes. 
The fact is that the Labour party would 
have obtained the soldiers’ votes irre- 
spective of any promises made in con: 
nexion with the war gratuity. Had the” 
Labour party opposed a cash payment 
durin& the election campaign they would 
have received exactly the same number of 
votes as they did when they decided, if 
returned to power, to pay the gratuity m 

cash. Had we been returned with a 
majority there would have been no dis- 
turbance about finding the money; it 
would have been found all right. There 
is ample money in Australia to pay the 
_soldiers. Ample profits have been made — 
out of the war, and some of them could 
certainly have gone towards financing the 
‘scheme. <A certain portion of the profits 
made by the Colonial, Sugar Refining 
Company for the years 1916 to 1918 

could have helped to pay. off apart of 
the amount promised to the soldiers, If 
my memory serves me right, the Colonial | 
Sugar Refining Company in those years 
built up reserves and undistributed pro- 
fits to the extent of £1,300,000, and their — 
Fiji branch profits amounted to £650,000. 
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If necessity had compelled the Govern- 
ment to take that course, some of that 
money could have gone towards paying 
the gratuity. . 

In his policy speech at Brisbane, the 
Prime Minister is reported in the Mel- 
bourne Age, of 22nd October last, to have 
said— 

As the result of a conference between the 
executive of the Returned Soldiers and Sailors’ 
Imperial League and himself, the Government 
proposed to pay a gratuity to soldiers on the 
basis of Is. 6d. a day, in interest- bearing 
bonds, non-negotiable, carrying 54 per cent, in- 
terest. These bonds w ould not be transferable 
except with the Treasury Department’s con- 
sent. Special arrangements would be made 
for redemption in cases of hardship or urgency, 
or for widows on re-marriage: The indemnity 
to be paid on or before May, 1921, would. be 


used for the purpose of redeeming from 20 to 
40 per cent. of these bonds. 


He then went on to describe how this 
would benefit the soldiers. That was 
No. 1 promise. No. 2 promise was con- 
tained in a statement handed by the 
Rrime Minister to Lieutenant Cortis, and 
reported as follows :— 


Mr. Cortis said he had received a statement 
from Mr. Hughes to read to the meeting in 
regard to the gratuity. According to. this, 
Mr. Hughes pr omised—— 


1, Immediate distribution. of bonds on the 


assembling of Parliament. 

2. Bonds will be taken by banks and Re- 
patriation Department as the equivalent of 
eash in purchase of land and houses. 

3. Cash will be paid in all urgent cases, and 


where a soldier marries ora soldier's widow - 
. re-marries. 


4. The Government will redeem in cash By 
May, 1921, not less than £12,000,000 sterling. 


The third pr omise made by the Prime 
Minister appeared in the Sydney Morn- 
ing Herald, of 20th November, 1919, as 
follows :— 

The Treasurer is proceeding with dala 
tions with the banks, and it is hoped that a 


still more liberal SY stem of cashing bonds w ae 
be arranged in the course of the week. 


No. 4 promise, aecording to a report in 
the Sydney Daily Telegraph of 21st 
November, 1919, was made by the Prime 
Minister in these words— 


\ 


A Labour leaflet says that all the Nationalist: 


papers refuse to support the gratuity. What 
do I care about that? Do you mean to say 
that the Nationalist papers were any concern 
of mine during my absence in England? When 
I was fighting. the battle of a White Australia, 
for a fair deal for Australia, I had few friends © 
here. These gentlemen would be pleased if 
they had anybody else to vote for, and they 


Mr, Nicholls. 
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cash in May, 


_ the following glasses. 


; or. bonds. 


has ore broken. 
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are only voting for me hones they cs annot get 
anybody else. If you think they can make | 
tool of me, vote for another. tool, pnt: 


These are very definite and dis: 
promises which the honorable gentlen a 
is repudiating now every five minutes in _ 
the day. They are in black and white, 
and he certainly cannot say he did not 
make them. Here is another, made in a 
speech on the 20th N ovember, 1919, in 
the following words :— 


I am now negotiating with the banks me 
further concessions. I expect to hear from 
Mr. Watt as to the result to-day. As to the 
rest of the bonds, we shall pay £10,000,000 in 
1921, when the German ‘indem-— 
nity is paid—if the indemnity is more, then 
you will be repaid as much as it is—if there 
is no indemnity, you will still get the 
£10,000,000. © That means that you will get 
£17,000,000 out of the £28,000,000 war a | 
in. eighteen months. 


I presume he meant in cash. Then on 


Pond November, 1919, he made another I 


promise, according to the following | Te Anes 
port oo | | 

The Prime Minister announced last ni ht ip 
that arrangements had been completed with 
the banks to find the sum of £6 ,000,000 for Bie 
the payment of the war oratuity in cash to ak si 


Employers ‘have also agreed to accept bonds. 
The Commonwealth Government will do- eae 
wise with its employees. ae 
State of Victoria is believed to a a i 








The 
‘fallen into line, and it is hoped that. other eid 
States will adopt a similar course. Ce? Sa 
ie) VEN 
The Prime Minister said at Ballgent th se 


he was making arrangements with © the _ 


banks to -cash the bonds. Immedi- me 
ately he’ made that statement the ie 
banks repudiated it... They said He 


had made no arrangement with them, 
and when challenged he! said hey 
meant that he was about to make ar. yy. 
rangements with the banks for them to ne 
cash the bonds and enable the whole of 4 
the returned soldiers to receive cash. On oe 
28th November he said that all ‘unem- R 
ployed soldiers would receive cash for AY & 
I have made a careful 4 












Vision in it for the tevtem of ‘oe 10 aie, 
any unemployed soldier, That is, there Rf 
fore, another very distinct promise that i 

In his speech at Ade- 
laide, published in the Sydney ‘Daily 4 
Telegraph of the 11th November, 1919,” < 
and Lp ‘Cash Over the Counter,” 1 
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onds — ‘be issued which will be reserved 
2 triation purposes. — The banks will also 

onds as collateral mecurity,, Wun: 
overnment, has made arrangements 
Javings Bank and all the Associated 
hich the soldier who wants to eash 
hrough other than the Repatriation 
will be able to go to the banks 
pegashfor it. 9 |. : 
yaote these statements by the Prime 
ter, although they have been quoted 
her honorable members, in 


7h 


ernm 
They had ample time to make. 
ts for the payment of the 
They had practically eight 
which to get over their dificul- 
ake arrangements to meet their 


he soldiers’ request at that particu-_ 
e. They thought it an opportune 
to make an_ appeal to the elec- 
>and forgot about the promises that 
dde to the soldiers. The result is 
e Prime Minister and his Govern- 
m the strength of promising the 
rs that they would be paid in cash, 
e able to secure a good number of 
-yotes; but now that they have been 
ed with a majority—that is, with 





‘soldiers, and on each and every 
‘casion they have demanded cash. 

on for the payment of a gratuity 
ce to the discharged naval wireless 
hists. Those men took the 
isks as others, but no pro- 
x them . appears. m the. Bill. 
ioned the matter the other 
the ‘Minister for the Navy (Sir 
ook), in the hope of getting the 
f some concession for these men, 
as not very successful. 

that the Government will 
the matter of giving cash 
who want it. Thos 











get them, and I believe a number - 
of returned men who have means which 


are willing to take bonds bearing interest 


neial obligations. They did not con-, 


‘able members very long. 1 want 40 see) 
ig gun ) cae a a ratuit aid, ‘an aid) i) CARD. 
Bree shitueh Vho Pil, 1 Gnd'\u0!. whee thas has. mit : 


Those who. 


to take bonds should 
oN at bite +h Ea Ki ris iy tas hae + * 
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enable them to dispense with the cash — 


g 
J, 





sire cash. Quite a number of returned 
men have borrowed money in anticipation __ 
of their cash gratuity; others have con- Mi 
tracted to purchasé homes on thestrength 
of it. The bulk of them know exactly the 
amount to which they are entitled, and 
are, waiting for it week after week. My _ 
only desire is that the gratuity shall be | 
paid in money, and be paid quickly. The — 
promise of the Prime Minister, made R08) 
catch votes, will then be redeemed, and 
there will be no further trouble> If the 
soldiers do. not receive their money, they _ 
will not remain quiet; they will make a __ 
demand for it, and‘they are entitled to 
do so. teehee 
(Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [10.53].— _ 
Although f have been, so to speak, almost). 
suffocated with the gas let loose in this 
chamber during the discussion on the — 
Bill, but although very desirous that the 
measure shall quickly reach the Com- au) 
mittee stage, and be finally passed, so 
that the gratuity may be paid, I feel that. — 
{must add a few words to’the depate: — 
Like ninety-nine per cent of those who 
have preceded me, 1 am going. to say thab 
[shall not detain the House very long, 
though, uniike them—because tle majo- 
rity deta.ned the House as, long as tiey) 
could—I. hope to keep my werd in tis) 
matter. As one who last week supported 
the proposal of the honorable member tor | — 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley) that we should — 
sit here over the week-end to get the Bill ~ 
passed, I do not wish to detain honor- 


} . 






be abie to adjourn over Hiaster "us, Per 
were not that this Bill is before the — 
House, I should not be here now, because — 
I have not been well, and my medical . 
adviser has ordered me to keep to my 
bed; but I feel that everything should — 
be done to amend the Bill in the direc- 
tion that is desired by those on this s:de. 

No question to-day agitates the minds of _ 
returned soldiers, their friends and rela- 
tions, as does the question of the gratuity. 
In spite of what has been said by honor- 
able members opposite, about sotdiers not 
wishing for a cash gratuity, I declare 
anemeaigh vane , os eal ae A OL AR WK 
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that the overwhelming majority of them 
‘wish to have the cash as soon as possible. 
There are one or two statements made by 
honorable members opposite to which. I 
must reply. I am sorry that the honor- 
able member for Robertson (Mr. Fleming) 
is not in the chamber, because, although 
I do not intend to say anything hurtful 
to him, when I am speaking about a man 
I always like him to be present. The 
other day the. honorable member said 
that only returned soldiers had the right 
to speak on behalf of soldiers. To that, 
my reply is that I was sent here by the 
vote of the electors of Calare, to repre- 
sent and to heip the returned soldiers, 
the primary producers, and the workers 
of all classes. The only class which I: do 
not represent is the vested interests that 
stand beh nd the National party, and are 
represented by Nationalist members. I 


_ have no desire to represent that class, and > 


I shall never, either here or’ elsewhere, 
advocate its claims. I am satisfied that 
the majority of the returned soldiers in 
Caiare recorded their votes for me on 
the 13th December last, and did so be- 
cause they knew that if the Labour party 
got into power they would provide for 
the payment of the gratuity in cash. 

Mr, Nicuotus.—Does the honorable 
member for Robertson show the scars of 
battle ? 


Mr. LAVELLE.—I do not know. He 
is wearing the returned soldiers’ badge, 
and I do “not wish to say anything hurt- 
ful of him. I could say that he was in 
uniferm for nine months before he went 

away, and there are other things. that 
could be said, but I do not desire to say 
them, 


The honorable member for Robertson 


declared that the Government’ had 
brought in the Bill at ‘the earliest 
possible moment, but every one: 
knows that that is not ‘so, As iT 


_ stated in my first speech here, the Go- 
-vernment could have brought in the Bill 
before the election. Had Ministers been 
sincere in their desire to give a gratuity 
to returned soldiers, the necessary legisla- 
tion would have been passed, and the 
gratuity would have been paid before the 
elections, because there was no occasion, to 
dissolve Parliament and appeal te the 
country so soon. The 
ber for Cook (Mr. Oatts) reminds 
me that the Government voted against a 
motion ‘to the effect that the gratuity 


of paying a gratuity. 


' votes could not be bought. 


honorable mem- | 






























should be paid. ‘Although it | 
said that the offer of a gratuity 
a bribe by the Government, the fact 
tradict that statement, because th 
vernment said in effect, ‘“ Tf you. 
us with a majority to Parliament, - 
give us the right to govern Austral 
the next three years, you will get a 
tuity; but if you return: the La 
party, you have no chance of” get 

it.’’. That was said in effect from ever 
Nationalist platform, and in the colt mt 
af bbe press. The electors were told : 


Sir JcsepH Coox.—lI suppose, you 1 said ! 
nothing. 


Mr. LAVELLE.—I will topuet haat a a 
said. 1 asked why did the Government, ha 
if they were sincere—if they were de a 
sirous that this money should he paid i 
to the soldiers—make the payment of the 
eratuity conditional on their return to 
power ? Why did they run the risk or 





. losing the gratuity if they thought that 
. the Labour party would not pay it? De- 


spite what the Minister for the YN 
may interject, I say that the action 
the Government proved conclusively 1 
they used the gratuity as a bribe 
getting the votes of the returned soldi 
though I. do not think that one soldier’ 4 
vote was secured by it. The soldiers’ 

‘There 
be exceptional cases. Such cases are 
dhe to be Hi but he apne 





scarred slopes of Gallipoli, the burnin 
ing sands of Egypt, and the mud-staine 
blood -sbained Bie of een | 


Bi oreatG ents far Robertson ue : 
nine-tenths of the men desire bon 
and not cash, I would poimt 
that at least 80 per cent. of our 
diers were drawn from the ranks. of 
toiling masses, who under our social 
economic "system receive only, pide 























































ot look upon: the gratuity as a 
ye paid to the soldiers. As I 
id in my opening speech in this House, 
it as the fulfilment of a promise 
he men when they went away, 
ney would receive 6s. per day. 
romise has not been kept. They 
received 6s. per day, but the 
ng power of the sovereign has so 
ted that at the end of the war 6s. 
uld not purchase more than 4s. 6d. 
_ procure at the outset of hostilities. 
our men were fighting, as we were 
, to make the world safe’. for 
yeracy, the profiteers who stayed at 
ome used the war as an excuse to ex- 
- oit.the people. They put up prices to 
such an.extent that the men on their re- 
found that the cost of living had so 
sed that their 6s. per day had no 
purchasing power than had 4s. 
t the commencement of the war. In 
+ of that contention I propose to 
few figures showing how the prices 
necessary commodities have 
. Sugar, which in 1914 cost 3d. 
to-day costs 6d. per lb. Tea, 
st 1s. 3d. and 1s. 6d., is now sold 
m 2s. 6d. to 2s. 10}d. per Ib, Flour, 
st 1id., now costs 34d. per |b. 
which cost 3d. per lb., is now 


Pa 
} 


Pa 


now costs 8d. per quart. Bacon 

has risen from 1s,..3d.\to 2s. per lb.; 
rom 1s. 2}d. to 2s. per lb.; and 
‘rom 1s. 6d. per doz. to 3s. per doz. 
ling price of meat has likewise in- 

eae extent of almost 100 per 
ion that the cost of living has in- 
o such an extent that this gra- 
rightly be regarded not as a 


ns 


he soldiers when they went 


these figures go to prove my 


as a fulfilment of the promise 
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should receive 6s. a day. — 













aa ‘ 


Ben a 


Ripper hy) fe POATRON AG ate ee ci y 
I shall not traverse the ground covered 
by other speakers as to what would have 
been the position had the war continued. — 
Had it gone on, we should have been 
compelled to find money for its success- 
ful prosecution. During the war our 
men were asked to make sacrifices, and 
they did. Sixty thousand brave Austra- 
lian lives have been laid down in the © 
struggle to free the world from tyranny. 
That is what the manhood of Aus-_ 
tralia did. The wealth of Australia 
made no sacrifice whatever. The wealth 
of the Commonwealth increased by 
£400,000,000 while the war was on. 
That £400,000,000 has been made out of - 
the ‘suffering, poverty, and misery of — 
the people. Under the cloak of” 
patriotism the people during the war 
were exploited to a greater extent 
than ever before. We know that wealth 
was protected as it was made, and added 
to by the sacrifices of our soldiers. We 
know that the manhood, womanhood, and _ 
childhood of the nation have made sac- 
rifices, and the wealth of Australia 
should be prepared now also to make 
some small sacrifice. When the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) moves his 
amendment providing that the payment 
be made in cash, I shall support it. [ 
hope it will be carried, and that the 
money will be paid to our men to spend 
as they please. It has been said by an 
honorable member opposite, at icast im 
effect, if not in so many words, that our — : 
soldiers, who were quite competent 10 — 
ficht for Australia and the British fim- _ 
pire, are not competent to spend their — 
own money in their own way. He urged 
that it would be necessary to safeguard 
the men, and to prevent the accumulation — 
of spending power. I hold, however, that 
the gratuity should be paid in cash, and 
that, as the money will belong to the 
men, they should be left to please them-. 
selves as to the way in which it should ~ 
be spent. There should be no restriction 
placed upon them. We should pay the 
eratuity in cash to the men, and let them 
please themselves how. they spend it. 


‘We have been told that the gratuity is 
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to be paid by a grateful nation in recog- 


nition of what the soldiers have done. — 
We find that this grateful country, if the _ 
Bill be carried in its present form, ASUS 
going to give our soldiers bonds, bearing — 
interest at the rate of 54 per cent. pens. 


we 



































“annum. oN man she receives. ; bonds 0 
the face value of £100 will thus gain £5 
5s. by way of interest every year, or less — 
than half the amount necessary, to buy © 


him a suit of clothes. hehe 
 T shall not detain the House longer. at 


hope the Committee stage will soon be 
reached, and that when the amendment 

foreshadowed by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition is moved, we shall find nowdhaie 
members opposite, who say they are 
anxious to do justice to the soldiers, vot- 


‘f ing, in accordance with that sentiment; ~ 
-—I ask the Minister for 


for the payment of a cash gratuity at the 
_ earhest possible moment to our men. 


- Question resolved in the affirmative. i 


Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: ' 

- Clause 1 agreed to, eee 
Progress reported. : 
Mr. Lavelle. 


was implicated in the w 


Pe. JOSEPH COOK (Pa: 
ister for the Navy) [11.10 
That the House do now adj 


I express the hope tha 
bers will come to-mo 
make an attempt to get 
before the adjournmen 
holidays. I ask honorable 
a little later, if need | be, 
the Bill. | 

Mr, RILEY (South 
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South Wales. — Zee 
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A Jughes, Right Hon. Bendigo (V. ue +1 West, John Edward ~s Bast. Sydney o> 3 Vise om 
pee Morris, P. C., (N.S. W ) Fe 


Wienholt, Arnold Moreton (Q.) - 
Wise, Hon. Georges Henry Gippsland (V.) 


Sworn 27th February, 1920. — 2. Sworn 3rd Barats 1920.3." Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees» i 
4th March, ee acre Made affirmation 5th March, 1920. x 
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¢ . Applications on behalf of the Aenean aa instifitions should s 
Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker, . > 


Subscriptions should be sent to the Government ital Melhourne. 
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|\ = =< COMMITTEES, 
SENATE. 


-DispuTep Rariike AND See | Barnes, Senator 


Sranvina OrpERs.—The Prsdhdout,2 Hie Ohairines of Contacts 
de Largie, Senator / Foll, | "Senator Guthrie, | i Senator McDougall, 
Senator Earle. i fe 


Lrprary.—-The President, Senator Bolton, Sega tor Cordier. Senator Keati : 
Senator Maughan, and Senator: Pratten. — 


Hovsu.—The President, Senator Bakhap, Biase Buzacott, Senator Guy, ‘Se at 
Senator Needham, and Senator Rowell. Poh gd 


Barnrina:-Sonator® Barker’) Senator Gait, Senator Guy, Senator Newl 
Senator Reid, and Bonet, seis ‘f . 


Li A 
HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


SranprNc ORDERS.—Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the | Chairman of Co m 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. 


Liprary.—Mr. Spéaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr 
Mr. Maxwell, Dr. Maloney*, and Mr. McDonald. 


Hovsr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. R. W. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Ma h 
; Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. “ie 


} : ae Me Bamford, Mr. neuten, Mr. corey Mr. Fenton, Mn 3 Mewill 
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Mr. West. : 
‘ * Appointed goth, March, 1920. ie, 
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